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2016 DC Comics superhero film"Batman v Superman" redirects here. For the Super Caf episode, see Batman v Superman It's On!Batman v Superman: Dawn of JusticeTheatrical release posterDirected byZack SnyderWritten byChris TerrioDavid S. GoyerBased onCharactersfrom DCProduced byCharles RovenDeborah SnyderStarringBen AffleckHenry
CavillAmy Adams]Jesse EisenbergDiane LaneLaurence FishburneJeremy IronsHolly HunterGal GadotCinematographyLarry FongEdited byDavid BrennerMusic byHans ZimmerJunkie XLProductioncompaniesWarner Bros. Pictures[1]RatPac-Dune Entertainment[1]DC Entertainment[1]Atlas Entertainment[1]Cruel and Unusual Films[2]Distributed
byWarner Bros. Pictures[3]Release datesMarch19,2016(2016-03-19) (Auditorio Nacional)March25,2016(2016-03-25) (United States)Running time152 minutes[4]CountryUnited States[5]LanguageEnglishBudget$250325 million[6][7]Box office$874.4 million[8][9]Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice is a 2016 American superhero film based on the DC
Comics characters Batman and Superman. Produced by Warner Bros. Pictures, RatPac-Dune Entertainment, DC Entertainment, Atlas Entertainment, and Cruel and Unusual Films, and distributed by Warner Bros., it is a follow-up to the 2013 film Man of Steel and the second film in the DC Extended Universe (DCEU).[10] The film was directed by Zack
Snyder, written by Chris Terrio and David S. Goyer, and features an ensemble cast that includes Ben Affleck as Batman and Henry Cavill as Superman, alongside Amy Adams, Jesse Eisenberg, Diane Lane, Laurence Fishburne, Jeremy Irons, Holly Hunter, and Gal Gadot. Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice is the first live-action film to feature Batman
and Superman together, as well as the first live-action cinematic portrayal of Wonder Woman. In the film, criminal mastermind Lex Luthor manipulates Batman into a preemptive battle with Superman, who Luthor is obsessed with destroying.The film was announced at the 2013 San Diego Comic-Con after the release of Man of Steel. Snyder stated
that the film would take inspiration from the Batman comic book series The Dark Knight Returns by Frank Miller but clarified that it would follow an original premise. The incarnation of Batman in the film is different from the character's previous portrayal by Christian Bale in The Dark Knight trilogy, serving as a cinematic reboot of the character.
The film is also inspired by narrative elements from the Superman comic book series The Death of Superman. Pre-production began at East Los Angeles College in October 2013, and principal photography started in May 2014 in Detroit. Additional filming also took place in Illinois and New Mexico, concluding that December.Batman v Superman:
Dawn of Justice premiered at the Auditorio Nacional in Mexico City on March 19, 2016, and was released in the United States on March 25, 2016. Following a strong debut that set new box office records, the film experienced a historic drop in its second weekend and never recovered. Although it grossed $874.4 million worldwide, making it the
seventh-highest-grossing film of 2016, it performed below expectations and was poorly received from critics. A director's cut, dubbed the "Ultimate Edition", features 31 minutes of additional footage and was released to home media formats later in 2016. A follow-up, titled Zack Snyder's Justice League, was released on March 18, 2021, after its
original theatrical release on November 17, 2017. In a flashback to his childhood, Bruce Wayne runs from his parents' funeral. He falls into a cave, where a circling vortex of bats elevates him back to the surface. In the present, eighteen months after his cataclysmic battle with General Zod in Metropolis,[a] Superman has become a controversial
figure. Bruce is now a billionaire who has operated in Gotham City as the masked vigilante Batman for twenty years. Having witnessed the battle in person, he sees Superman as an existential threat to humanity.Clark Kent, Superman's civilian identity, seeks to condemn Batman's form of justice in Daily Planet articles. Bruce learns that Russian
weapon trafficker Anatoli Knyazev has been contacting LexCorp mogul Lex Luthor. Luthor attempts to persuade US Senator June Finch to allow him to import kryptonite discovered in the aftermath of Zod's terraforming attempt, so that it can be used as a deterrent against future Kryptonian threats. She declines, but Luthor makes alternative plans
with Finch's subordinate, who grants him access to Zod's corpse and the Kryptonian scout ship.[b]Bruce attends a gala at LexCorp to steal encrypted data from the company's mainframe, but antiquities dealer Diana Prince steals it first; she later returns it to Bruce. While decrypting the drive, Bruce dreams of a postapocalyptic world where he leads
rebels against an evil Superman. He is awakened by an unidentified person, appearing through a portal, who tells him that Lois Lane is "the key" and urges him to find "the others" before vanishing.[c] The decrypted drive reveals Luthor's files on several metahumans across the globe. One is Diana, who appears in a photo from World War I. Wayne
contemplates weaponizing the kryptonite to go to war with Superman.A widely publicized congressional hearing, being held at the US Capitol, led by Finch, is held to question Superman's actions against Zod. A bomb smuggled in by Luthor detonates, killing everyone present except Superman. Superman blames himself for not detecting it in time and
self-imposes exile. In response, Batman breaks into LexCorp and steals the kryptonite. He builds a powered exoskeleton, a kryptonite grenade launcher, and a kryptonite-tipped spear. Meanwhile, Luthor enters the Kryptonian ship and accesses its vast database of technology.Luthor lures Superman out of exile by kidnapping Martha Kent, Clark's
adoptive mother, and Lois, who he pushes off the LexCorp building. Superman saves Lois and confronts Luthor, who reveals that the distrust between Batman and Superman was manipulated. Luthor demands that he kill Batman in exchange for Martha's life. Superman tries to explain this to Batman, who instead attacks and eventually subdues him
using a kryptonite gas. As Batman prepares to deal the final blow using the spear, Superman pleads with him to "save Martha" the same name as Batman's mother. Batman hesitates in confusion, as Lois arrives and explains what Superman meant. Coming to his senses, Batman locates and rescues Martha.Luthor executes his backup plan: unleashing
a monster genetically engineered using DNA from both Zod's body and his own.[d] Diana joins Batman and Superman in their fight against the creature. Batman realizes its vulnerability to kryptonite and Superman fatally impales the creature with the kryptonite spear. Superman, already weakened by kryptonite exposure, is fatally wounded by the
creature before it dies.Following Luthor's arrest, Batman confronts him in prison, warning him that he will always be watching. Luthor gloats that Superman's death has made the world vulnerable to powerful alien threats. A memorial is held for Superman in Metropolis, while Bruce and Diana attend a funeral for Clark, who was also declared dead.
Martha gives Lois an envelope containing an engagement ring from Clark. Bruce tells Diana that he regrets failing Superman and asks for her help in forming a team of metahumans to protect Earth in Superman's absence. As they leave, the dirt atop Clark's coffin levitates.Further information: List of DC Extended Universe cast members and
Characters of the DC Extended UniverseBen Affleck as Bruce Wayne / Batman: A billionaire socialite and owner of Wayne Enterprises who dedicates himself to protecting Gotham City from its criminal underworld as a highly trained, masked vigilante.[14] The Batsuit in this film is made of a form-fitting fabric as opposed to the armored suits in
previous portrayals, and a mechanical suit is also featured which Batman uses in his fight against Superman. On Batman's suit, Zack Snyder commented "I had a really strong idea about what I wanted to do I really wanted to do sort of a fabric-based Batman; not what's become the more normal, armored Batman. That's how we evolved it."[15] Unlike
previous versions who spoke in a deeper voice as Batman, this version uses a voice modulator to distort his real voice. Affleck stated a well known billionaire would likely have his voice recognized. When asked what makes this Batman different from the previous portrayals, Affleck said this Batman "is a little older, he's a little more world-weary. He's
been around the block once or twice so he's a little wiser but he's definitely more cynical and a little darker and more jaded", adding that Batman has gotten "more exposed to the violence and the criminal element of that world over time."[16] The film's Batman was influenced by Frank Miller's The Dark Knight Returns, which shows Batman in his
50s. Snyder said, "I definitely wanted an older Batman. I wanted a war-weary Batman. That's why, in a lot of ways, Ben was really perfect for me we kind of aged him a little bit. It worked really great. I'm really excited about the Batman we created."[15] On Affleck's casting as Batman, Snyder said, "Ben provides an interesting counterbalance to
Henry's Superman. He has the acting chops to create a layered portrayal of a man who is older and wiser than Clark Kent and bears the scars of a seasoned crime fighter, but retain the charm that the world sees in billionaire Bruce Wayne."[17] Affleck praised Snyder for tackling the impact of the destruction caused in Metropolis in the previous
installment, saying, "One of the things I liked was Zack's idea of showing accountability and the consequences of violence and seeing that there are real people in those buildings", adding, "And in fact, one of those buildings was Bruce Wayne's building so he knew people who died in that Black Zero event".[18] Brandon Spink portrays a young Bruce
Wayne.[19]Henry Cavill as Clark Kent / Superman: A Metropolis-based Kryptonian survivor and a journalist for the Daily Planet who uses his extraterrestrial abilities to protect humanity. Superman's suit in Batman v Superman is somewhat similar to that in Man of Steel, but with enhanced, high-tech-style surface detail and a shinier, more metallic-
looking cape.[20] A quote written in Kryptonian was added into Superman's symbol which says "Where we had thought to stand alone, we will be with all the world".[21] The film addresses the destruction caused by Superman and Zod in Metropolis, a part of Man of Steel that was criticized for being too extensive for Superman, to which Snyder
responded "I was surprised because that's the thesis of Superman for me, that you can't just have superheroes knock around and have there be no consequences".[18] On what the public perception of Superman is in the film, Cavill said "In this movie, everyone has split into different directions as to how they feel about this alien", adding, "Some
people love him, some hate him. Other people fear him. Is he a tyrant?"[22] When asked how Superman has evolved since Man of Steel, Cavill said "Superman himself isn't that different. He does, however, have to deal with a new set of problems because he's now been revealed to the world. This film is more about how the world in general and
Batman in particular sees this alien, and less about the evolution of Superman." Cavill described Superman and Batman as being the "two sides of the same coin. They have the same goal, but use very different methods to achieve it. Understandably, that leads them to clash with one another, and their conflict is a historic moment."[23]Amy Adams as
Lois Lane: A reporter for the Daily Planet and love interest of Clark Kent.[24][25] About her role, Adams stated that "Lois is still sort of like the key to the information. She's the girl going out and getting it and figuring it out and putting it together and all of that, so she's very much involved."[26] When asked on her thoughts on portraying Lois Lane in
the film, Adams replied "I love that she's fearless. I'm not that way so it's really fun that she really is not afraid of the consequences." On Lois Lane and Clark Kent's relationship in the film, Adams said, "What's great about this is that, as far as the relationship with Lois and Clark goes, when we meet them you can tell that they've been in a relationship
for while," further explaining, "So it was great to get to develop that sort of intimacy and that sort of friendship that I've developed with Henry, to get to bring that to the screen."[27] She also described Clark Kent as being Lois Lane's connection to humanity and said, "She may have some tunnel vision, but she's got a job and moral standards. [When]
we met her before, she would do anything to get the story now Clark has instilled some faith in humanity in her. Her relationship with Clark is the closest thing she has to anything faith-based, you know? Although moving in with Clark brings issues."[28]Jesse Eisenberg as Lex Luthor: An eccentric young businessman and hereditary CEO of LexCorp
who is obsessed with defeating Superman.[29][30] Luthor is usually depicted as bald in the comics while the film's version of Luthor depicts him with hair throughout the majority of the film. When speaking about his portrayal of Luthor compared to previous portrayals, Eisenberg said, "When you're doing a movie like this and playing a character
that's already been played, the further away it is from those previous incarnations the better", adding, "Because chances are, especially with a guy like Gene Hackman or Kevin Spacey, you're not going to get favorably compared." Eisenberg explained his character's background as having "a core of reality", saying, "[Luthor] has a backstory that's
tragic and an emotional inner life that's authentic. That's in the movie. It was my interest in playing the character with a real emotional core, and this writer, Chris Terrio's interest in creating a character that seemed viable in reality." On Luthor's behavior and attitude towards Superman, Eisenberg said, "He is a narcissist of the first order but
complicated in that way as well in that he is terribly troubled and competitive and vengeful. He looks at Superman not as somebody to destroy but as genuine threat to humanity."[31] Eisenberg described his role as Lex Luthor as his most advantageous role yet, saying, "In a lot of ways Luthor is more of a stretch than any character you would do in an
independent movie, which is normally the place you stretch. So in that way it was not at all compromised. If anything it was the best, most advantageous role I've ever been given. The opportunity to do an interesting character on a movie of that scale is incredibly rare."[32] Eisenberg describes a theme in the film, saying, "It raises the question of how
one man can have so much power. These are the kind of things that we talk about authoritarian states. They're addressing geopolitics in this movie and not in a way that's pretentious or esoteric".[33]Diane Lane as Martha Kent: Clark's adoptive mother.[24] On her role as Superman's mother, Lane stated, "I always said if I had a son that would be the
ultimate test. Raise a good man there's something noble about that." When asked on her experience working with Zack Snyder on Batman v Superman, Lane said she was impressed by Snyder's imagination and added, "Who gets offered the opportunity to bring such things to the screen for millions of people? That's tremendous. It's an honor and a
burden, and I can't imagine shouldering that load."[34] On Martha Kent's support for her son Superman, Lane stated, "I think that she's reminding him he does have a choice", further explaining, "He doesn't have to be yoked to this destiny. He can actually feel the pleasure of making the choice."[35]Laurence Fishburne as Perry White:The editor-in-
chief of the Daily Planet and Clark and Lois' boss.[24] When asked about reprising his role in the film, Fishburne said, "I was happy to come back to the character. I got really excited when I read it and I saw what was at the center at the movie, which was this huge fight between these two titans."[36] On Perry White's role in the film, Fishburne said,
"He's dealing with the fact that his medium looks like it's going the way of the dinosaurs, so that's a difficult position to be in", adding, the "good news is he's got a great reporter like Lois Lane and a new great reporter like Clark Kent who are interested and hungry to do the job."[37] Describing Perry White's working relationship with Lois Lane,
Fishburne stated, "She's my favorite child and she's my problem child."[38] On his experience filming and his character's interactions, Fishburne said, "It was really just a couple of days in the beginning with Lois, Clark, and Perry. And the rest was just me with Lois, figuring out how to get her where she needed to go. But the relationships I think
were established really well in Man of Steel."[39]Jeremy Irons as Alfred Pennyworth: Bruce Wayne's butler, chief of security and trusted confidant.[29] Irons described his take on Alfred Pennyworth as being "quite a different Alfred than we have seen so far. Zack Snyder had very clear views about what he wanted. I would just say he's more hands-on
perhaps than just a butler."[40] When asked what makes his Alfred different from previous portrayals, Irons said, "Zack Snyder, the director, wanted to create a completely different Alfred. So I felt I didn't have to carry any baggage from previous ones. It's sort of a reincarnation, if you'd like. I had a feeling I was creating my own Alfred, more of a
man who can actually do anything if he has to."[41] According to Irons, Alfred is "a bit of a grease monkey, and he's very involved in the decisions Bruce makes."[42] On how Alfred would be in the film, Irons stated, "He has an interesting history. He's a very competent man. He's the sort of man I think anyone would like to be married to. He can sort
of do everything: change light bulbs, blow up bridges if he has to."[43]Holly Hunter as June Finch: United States Senator from Kentucky who heads the political argument on Superman and his actions.[44][45] Describing her experience on being in the film, Hunter said, "It was really fun to be part of a giant, massive piece of machinery, headed up by
Zack Snyder, who is thoroughly at home in that uber mega environment. Most people would have a nervous breakdown with that kind of pressure, and he's enthralled."[46] When asked how she got involved in the film, Hunter said, "Zack asked me. He came to me with an offer, and I was like, 'Yeah, that would be fun.' It's fun to mix it up. I have
scenes with Superman. He looks phenomenal. And to see Ben [Affleck, who plays Batman] and Henry [Cavill, who plays Superman] together is quite formidable."[47] On acting in a superhero film, Hunter stated, "Being somebody who's like a theater geek that I am, I can just go right back to Aeschylus and Euripides and Sophocles. They were writing
about gods and goddesses versus humans, and how gods could distort, pervert or help people get what they want. And so, for me, this didn't feel foreign because that was the translation that it went through for me; that was my filter."[48] On her character's views on Superman, Hunter stated, "What is her problem with Superman? That absolute
power corrupts absolutely. When power is acting autonomously, unilaterally with no legislation, with no boundaries, with no law, except for the ones that he deems in his own mind, that can be detrimental."[48] Describing her character, Hunter said, "I thought that, you know, as a senator, she brought her female-ness to the job in how she listened, in
her curiosity, in her ability to evaluate", adding, "[It] felt very female to me."[49]Gal Gadot as Diana Prince / Wonder Woman:[50] An immortal Amazonian warrior who is the crown princess of Themyscira.[51][52] Wonder Woman's suit is made out of chrome-painted polyurethane, and she uses her hand wraps and sword harnesses.[20] Gadot
described her character as having "many strengths and powers, but at the end of the day, she's a woman with a lot of emotional intelligence".[53] Describing Wonder Woman's compassion, Gadot stated, "It's all her heartthat's her strength. I think women are amazing for being able to show what they feel. I admire women who do." On her thoughts on
portraying Wonder Woman, Gadot said, "You know Wonder Woman; she's amazing. I love everything that she represents and everything that she stands for. She's all about love and compassion and truth and justice and equality, and she's a whole lot of woman. For me, it was important that people can relate to her." Describing her role in the film,
Gadot said, "In this movie you get a glimpse of who Wonder Woman is she's being introduced into this DC Comics universe. But we were talking about her strengths, her faade, her attitude. Why is she acting the way she is?" On Wonder Woman's battle scene with Doomsday, Gadot stated, "I remember after we did that take, Zack came to me and he
said, 'Did you just have a smirk?' I said, 'Yeah.' And he asked, 'Why? I think I like it, but why?' 'Well, if he's gonna mess with her, then she's gonna mess with him. And she knows she's gonna win.' At the end of the day, Wonder Woman is a peace seeker. But when fight arrives, she can fight. She's a warrior and she enjoys the adrenaline of the fight."
[54] Gadot also stated "I don't want people to think she is perfect", further explaining, "She can be naughty."[55] On Gadot's casting as Wonder Woman, Snyder said "Wonder Woman is arguably one of the most powerful female characters of all time and a fan favorite in the DC Universe. Not only is Gal an amazing actress, but she also has that
magical quality that makes her perfect for the role."[56] Gadot underwent a diet and training regimen, practiced different martial arts and gained 17 pounds of muscle for the role.[57][58] Gadot was previously offered the role as Faora Hu-Ul in Man of Steel but declined because she was pregnant at that time; this allowed her to be later cast as
Wonder Woman.[59]Scoot McNairy as Wallace Keefe: An amputee employee of Wayne Enterprises who is crippled during the destruction of Metropolis and holds Superman responsible.[60] McNairy describes his character as a type of character who he has never played before and stated "getting into that thing was definitely something I had to wrap
my head around emotionally in order to play that character."[61] When asked if the character was being kept as a surprise until the film's release, McNairy said "I don't know if I'd call it necessarily a surprise. I would say it's a character that lends itself to the story being told."[62] On his thoughts on being in the film, McNairy stated "Playing in that
world with comic books you've been reading since you were a kid, being someone in that world, it's awesome."[63]Callan Mulvey as Anatoli Knyazev: A Russian terrorist who works for Luthor.[44] On casting Mulvey in the film, Zack Snyder stated, "I just had the good fortune to work with Callan on 300: Rise of an Empire and was very impressed with
his incredible talent," further adding, "He's a fantastic actor and I'm looking forward to having the chance to work with him again."[64] On working with Snyder again, Mulvey stated "Zack is such a visionary, so I know it's going to be an amazing project. Talent as a director aside, people really love working for Zack and being on his sets, which says it
all really."[65]Tao Okamoto as Mercy Graves: Assistant to Luthor.[66] On her role in the film, Okamoto said "It was so fascinating. I didn't have a big speaking role. I used to act as sassy girls all the time as a model so that wasn't so challenging to me. But I enjoyed it so much, being mean. I tried to be mean."[67] On Okamoto's casting, Snyder said
"Tao is a striking presence whose beauty is aptly rivaled by her amazing abilities as an actress. I'm really excited to have her joining us on this adventure."[68]Robin Atkin Downes performed the motion capture and voice work for the creature at the film's climax.[13] Although the character is not named directly, it was revealed later to be that of
Doomsday. The role was kept under such heavy secrecy that Downes did not know who he was playing until the second trailer was released.[69] On his role, Downes stated that he was proud to be part of the film and expressed his admiration in helping bring Doomsday to life in Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice.[70] Snyder has confirmed
Doomsday will return in the DCEU, stating "Well, you have Doomsday, right? He doesn't just crawl out of the ground. He has his own mythology, right? So that has to be explored."[71] Downes has previously provided voice roles for various DC animated films and shows as well as DC video games.[70]Additionally, Jeffrey Dean Morgan portrays
Thomas Wayne in an uncredited appearance and Lauren Cohan portrays Martha Wayne, Bruce Wayne's deceased parents,[72][73] Patrick Wilson (who later portrayed Ocean Master in Aquaman and its sequel) portrays the President of the United States in a voice role, and Michael Cassidy portrays Jimmy Olsen, a CIA agent.[74] Reprising their roles
from Man of Steel are Harry Lennix as Secretary Calvin Swanwick,[75] Christina Wren as Major Carrie Farris,[76] Kevin Costner as Jonathan Kent,[77] Rebecca Buller as Jenny Jurwich, Chad Krowchuk as Glen Woodburn, and Carla Gugino as the Kryptonian AI Kelor.[78] The corpse of General Zod also appears in the film in a crucial role; however,
Michael Shannon did not film any scenes for the film and the corpse was created using the physique of fitness model Greg Plitt and a head-shot of Shannon.[79] Hugh Maguire portrays Jack O'Dwyer, an executive of Wayne Enterprises.[80][81]Ezra Miller, Jason Momoa, and Ray Fisher are introduced as Barry Allen / The Flash, Arthur Curry /
Aquaman, and Victor Stone / Cyborg respectively in brief appearances, which led to their inclusion in the Justice League film.[82][83][84]1[85]1[861[871[881[89] Joe Morton appears in a role as Silas Stone, Victor's father.[90] U.S. Senator Patrick Leahy makes a cameo appearance as Senator Purrington, whilst U.S. Senator Debbie Stabenow also makes a
cameo as the Governor of New Jersey.[91][92] Neil deGrasse Tyson, Soledad O'Brien, Anderson Cooper, Nancy Grace, Charlie Rose, Dana Bash, Andrew Sullivan, and Vikram Gandhi appear as themselves.[93] Sammi Rotibi was cast as General Amajagh,[94] while Wunmi Mosaku portrays Kahina Ziri, a woman from Nairomi who initially testifies to the
U.S. Congress against Superman.[95] Jena Malone was cast as S.T.A.R. Labs scientist Jenet Klyburn, but her scenes were cut from the theatrical release, along with Man of Steel characters Coburn Goss as Father Leone, Joseph Cranford as Pete Ross and Emily Peterson as Lana Lang; they were restored for the Ultimate Edition home media release.
[96] Talk show host Jon Stewart has a cameo in the extended cut. To further establish the interconnection between the films of the shared universe, Chris Pine, Sad Taghmaoui, Ewen Bremner, and Eugene Brave Rock appear in Diana Prince's photo as Steve Trevor, Sameer, Charlie, and Chief Napi, all characters who would appear in the Wonder
Woman film.[97][98][99]In the early 2000s, Warner Bros. wanted to reboot the Superman film series with an origin story.[100] In August 2001, Andrew Kevin Walker was hired after pitching the studio an idea titled Batman vs. Superman, attaching Wolfgang Petersen as director.[101] Walker's draft was thought of as too dark by the studio, who hired
Akiva Goldsman to do a rewrite, which was codenamed Asylum.[102][103] Warner Bros. wanted Johnny Depp as Batman and Josh Hartnett as Superman.[104] Filming was to start in early 2003, with plans for a five- to six-month shoot and a release date was set for the summer of 2004.[105] In late 2002, Petersen, however, put the project on hold to
make Troy.[106] In August 2008, the studio's President of Production Jeff Robinov admitted, "Had Superman worked in 2006 (i.e. with Superman Returns), we would have had a movie for Christmas of this year or 2009. Now the plan is just to reintroduce Superman without regard to a Batman and Superman movie at all.""... after Man of Steel finished
and we started talking about what would be in the next movie, I started subtly mentioning that it would be cool if he faced Batman... You're in a story meeting talking about, like, who should [Superman] fight if he fought this giant alien threat Zod who was basically his equal physically, from his planet, fighting on our turf... You know, who to fight
next?... But I'm not gonna say at all that when I took the job to do Man of Steel that I did it in a subversive way to get to Batman. I really believe that only after contemplating who could face [Superman] did Batman come into the picture." Snyder, on how Batman came into the film[107]In June 2013, around the time of Man of Steel's release, the studio
announced that director Zack Snyder and screenwriter David S. Goyer would return for a sequel,[108] with the studio considering a 2015 release.[109] The following month, Snyder confirmed at San Diego Comic-Con that the follow-up to Man of Steel would be Batman vs. Superman featuring Superman and Batman meeting for the first time on film.
Goyer and Snyder would co-write the story, and Goyer would write the script.[24][110] Christopher Nolan was involved in an advisory role as executive producer.[111] Snyder and Nolan considered having Man of Steel share continuity with Nolan's The Dark Knight trilogy, but decided against it. Given The Dark Knight Rises (2012) ended with John
Blake (played by Joseph Gordon Levitt) taking over as Batman for Bruce Wayne (Christian Bale), Snyder agreed that a connection between the two franchises could have "complicated things" for Batman vs. Superman as audiences would commonly expect to see Bruce Wayne slug it out with Superman instead of a different character using the Batman
alias.[112] According to Snyder, the film would take inspiration from the comic The Dark Knight Returns.[113]In November 2013, Snyder clarified his film would not be based upon the aforementioned graphic novel. "If you were going to do that, you would need a different Superman. We're bringing Batman into the universe that now this Superman
lives in."[114] The film also marks the first appearance of Wonder Woman in a live-action, theatrical feature,[50] which Warner Bros. had been developing as far back as 1996.[115] In December 2013, Chris Terrio was hired to rewrite the script, due to Goyer's commitments to other projects.[116] Further commenting on the influences, Terrio revealed
that the film would draw inspiration from Nolan's Batman trilogy, Italian semiotician Umberto Eco's 1972 essay "The Myth of Superman", and the W.H. Auden poem "Muse des Beaux Arts" which contrasts the quotidian details of normal people's lives with the epic struggles of mythological figures. According to him, "In superhero stories, Batman is
Pluto, god of the underworld, and Superman is Apollo, god of the sky. That began to be really interesting to me that their conflict is not just due to manipulation, but their very existence."[117] The Joker and the Riddler were supposed to appear in the film, but Snyder ultimately decided to cut them from the final script.[118]The film's official title,
Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice, was revealed in May 2014.[119] Snyder explained that having the "v" in the title instead of "vs." was a way "to keep it from being a straight 'versus' movie, even in the most subtle way".[120] Henry Cavill later stated, "I wouldn't call this a Superman sequel [...] This is Batman versus Superman. It's a separate
entity altogether. It's introducing the Batman character and expanding upon the universe, which was kicked off by Man of Steel."[121] Forbes noted that although the film originated as a sequel to Man of Steel, it was "revamped into a backdoor pilot for Justice League and/or an eventual stand-alone Batman movie."[122] As part of a settlement with
his heirs, this is the first Batman production that lists Bill Finger as a co-creator.[123] In April 2021, Terrio revealed that his script was never titled Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice, while Snyder indicated that the name of the film was decided by studio executives and that he fought for the abbreviation of the word "versus" in the title. Potential
titles that the pair initially wanted included Justice League: Foundations, Justice League: Rising, and Son of Sun and Knight of Night.[124]From left: Zack Snyder (director), Holly Hunter, Jeremy Irons, Gal Gadot, Jesse Eisenberg, Amy Adams, Henry Cavill and Ben Affleck at the 2015 San Diego Comic-ConHenry Cavill, Amy Adams, Kevin Costner,
Diane Lane, Laurence Fishburne, Harry Lennix and Christina Wren reprise their roles from Man of Steel.[75][76][125] Joining the cast are Ben Affleck as Batman, Gal Gadot as Wonder Woman, Jesse Eisenberg as Lex Luthor, Jeremy Irons as Alfred Pennyworth,[125] Ray Fisher as Cyborg,[87] Jason Momoa as Aquaman, Ezra Miller as The Flash[85]
[86] and Tao Okamoto as Luthor's assistant Mercy Graves.[66] Scoot McNairy and Callan Mulvey were cast as Wallace Keefe and Anatoli Knyazev, while Jena Malone was cast as Jenet Klyburn, a character that was featured exclusively in the Ultimate Edition home media release.[44][60][97][126]Dawn of Justice is Affleck's second film as a comic book
superhero; he played Daredevil in the 2003 film of the same name,[127] and was initially reluctant to accept playing Batman, citing that he "felt [he] didn't fit the traditional mold", but he became excited after Snyder showed him the concept and reassured him that the film would be different from Nolan's trilogy.[128]Snyder cast an older Batman to
be a layered juxtaposition against a younger Superman; while "bear[ing] the scars of a seasoned crime fighter, but retain[ing] the charm that the world sees in billionaire Bruce Wayne."[14] Nolan was involved with the casting of Affleck and he was the first actor Snyder approached for the part.[111] Ryan Gosling, Joe Manganiello, Richard Armitage,
Max Martini and Matthew Goode were considered for the role.[129] The director had also discussed the part with Josh Brolin.[130] Christian Bale admitted he wanted to play Batman again after The Dark Knight Rises,[131] though he stated that his Batman does not belong in any other film and he was never approached by Warner Bros. to play the
role again.[132][133] Jason Momoa auditioned for Batman, but was cast as Aquaman instead.[134]On casting Eisenberg as Lex Luthor, Snyder offered, "Having Jesse in the role allows us to explore that interesting dynamic, and also take the character in some new and unexpected directions".[29][135] Producer Charles Roven revealed that this
incarnation of Wonder Woman would use the character's origins from 2011's The New 52 reboot of the DC continuity, wherein the character would be a demigoddess, and the daughter of Zeus. This deviates from the character's original origins, where she was "a clay figure brought to life by the gods".[52] Olga Kurylenko, Jaimie Alexander and lodie
Yung[136] were considered for the role of Wonder Woman before Gadot was cast.[137] Dawn of Justice is Ray Fisher's feature film debut,[138] and the first live-action film to feature Cyborg,[139] whose role originally was to become more significant in future DC Comics films.[140] It is also the live-action theatrical debut of Aquaman.[141] Snyder
almost cast Adam Driver as Dick Grayson/Nightwing[142] and Carla Gugino as Catwoman.[143]The casting of Affleck, Gadot, and Eisenberg was criticized. Affleck’s casting caused significant backlash from comic book fans, with multiple online petitions demanding his removal from the role; unlike previous Batman actors, he was not considered
intimidating enough for the role by the protesters.[144] Conversely, PopMatters journalist ]J.C. Maek III supported Affleck's casting as Batman, stating, "Way back when the news was new I wrote a PopMatters article defending the choice of Ben Affleck as Batman. I'll let that one speak for itself."[145][146] Via social media, fans criticized Gadot's
small frame in contrast to Wonder Woman's warrior-like build in the comics.[147] Responding to this, Gadot stated that she had been participating in various training regimens to achieve a body that stays closer to the source material.[148] Fans also criticized Eisenberg's casting, feeling that the then-30-year-old was too young for the role, and not
physically imposing enough.[149] Upon the film's release, both Affleck and Gadot received considerable praise for their performances, despite the overall negative reception of the film itself.[150][151]Michael Wilkinson reprised his duties as costume designer. He updated the Superman suit from Man of Steel so that it "feels fresh and right for this
installment of Zack Snyder's comic-book universe".[152] The first Batsuit featured in the film is influenced by The Dark Knight Returns;[153] unlike the suits seen in previous live-action Batman films, it is made of cloth instead of armor and is a cast of the physique of fitness model Rossano Rea.[154][155] An image of the Wonder Woman costume was
revealed at the 2014 San Diego Comic-Con, in which the costume desaturates the red, blue, and gold colors that make up the costume of most versions of the character.[156]A second Batsuit was also unveiled at Comic-Con, and unlike the first, it is armored.[157] Aquaman's look in this film shows him "tattooed in Maori-like patterns", and wearing a
suit "decked out in shades of gold, black and silver armor".[158] According to the Warner Bros. Studios lot, the next generation Batmobile combined inspiration from both the sleek, streamlined design of classic Batmobiles and the high-suspension, military build from the more recent Tumbler from The Dark Knight Trilogy. Designed by production
designer Patrick Tatopoulos, the Batmobile is about 20 feet long and 12 feet wide.[159] The glasses Cavill wears as Clark Kent are made by British spectacle designer Tom Davies.[160]In September 2013, Larry Fong joined the crew as cinematographer, having previously worked with Zack Snyder on 300, Watchmen, and Sucker Punch.[161] Initial
filming commenced on October 19, 2013, at East Los Angeles College, to shoot an American football game between Gotham City University and rival Metropolis State University.[162] At the end of the month, construction began on the Kent farm seen in Man of Steel for the film.[163] Principal photography involving the main cast of the film began on
May 19, 2014, in Detroit, Michigan,[164] with scenes featuring Gal Gadot as Diana Prince being filmed early on May 16.[165] While filming in Michigan, the production spent a total of $199million in the state.[7] The scene of a state funeral at the Arlington National Cemetery, a tribute by the United States Army,[166] was actually filmed in Michigan
as well, using green screen.[167]Additional filming began in Chicago, Illinois in November 2014.[168] Other locations included the Michigan Motion Picture Studios, the Eli and Edythe Broad Art Museum at Michigan State University, Yorkville, Illinois, the South Pacific, and New Mexico.[169][170][171] Sequences of the film, including a scene
depicting the murder of Bruce Wayne's parents, were filmed using IMAX cameras.[172] The planned shoot in Morocco was shifted to New Mexico due to incidents related to the 2014 Ebola outbreak.[173] Principal photography wrapped on December 5, 2014.[174]Main article: Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice (soundtrack)Hans Zimmer composed
the film score,[175] emphasizing a challenge not to reuse the themes he established with the Batman character from Christopher Nolan's trilogy.[176] Junkie XL, who provided additional music in Man of Steel, also returned for this film, helping to compose the theme for Batman.[177] Originally, Zimmer enlisted Junkie XL to compose the Batman
material, with Zimmer planning to focus solely on the Superman side of the score, but the final Batman theme was written by both composers as a collaboration.[178] Zimmer noted that he had significant trouble in finding a new angle from which to tell the story and after the release of the film, Zimmer announced that he was retired from superhero
films,[179] though he has since retracted this.[180] The soundtrack album of the film was released on March 18, 2016, by WaterTower Music.[181]Songs featured in the film include: "Kang Ling (An Instrument Made From A Human Thigh Bone)", a traditional song performed by the monks of the Dip Tse Chok Ling Monastery, Dharamshala; "Night and
Day" and "Ev'ry Time We Say Goodbye" written by Cole Porter and performed by Richard Cheese; "Shostakovich: Waltz II (Jazz Suite No. 2)" written by Dmitri Shostakovich[182][183] performed by the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra conducted by Riccardo Chailly; and "Amazing Grace" arranged and performed by John Allan[184] and again
performed by the Canadian Scottish Regiment Pipes and Drums and the United States Third Marine Aircraft Wing Band.[185][186]An estimated $165million marketing effort helped promote Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice.[187] At the 2014 San Diego Comic-Con, Snyder introduced the film's first footage intended to be exclusive to the event.
[188] A teaser trailer was scheduled to be screened in selected cinemas on April 20, 2015.[189] However, on April 16, the trailer leaked online,[190] and within a few hours Snyder officially released the trailer to Twitter.[191] At the 2015 San Diego Comic-Con, Snyder and the cast attended to present an initial trailer of the film. While the teaser had
received mixed response, the trailer was positively received by attendees, who gave it a standing ovation.[192] Mark Hughes of Forbes said the trailers "both set the stage for a story about the world's distrust and fear of Superman, Batman's rage at Superman and intention to duke it out with the Man of Steel, and Wonder Woman's participation in a
big fight featuring the 'Trinity'."[193]Warner Bros. Consumer Products partnered-up with "a powerhouse slate of global licensees for a broad, multi-category licensing and merchandising program", including Mattel, Lego, Rubies, Funko, Thinkway Toys, Hot Toys, Junkfood, Bioworld, Pez, Seiko, Converse and among many other licensees to sell
merchandise related to the film.[194][195] Fiat Chrysler Automobiles was also a licensee for the film, offering a special edition Jeep Renegade in exchange for a near-exclusive product placement deal; aside from Bruce Wayne's Aston Martin, all vehicles in the film were either from Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram, or Iveco.[196] Batman v Superman: Dawn
of Justice Cross Fire, an original companion novel tied to the film, telling a tie-in story set before the events of the movie, was published by Scholastic Corporation.[197]Also, there are a series of four minicomics found in Batman v Superman-branded General Mills cereals. Additionally, those who purchased Batman v Superman-themed Doritos Family
Fun Mix at Walmart received the comic book prequel Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice Upstairs/Downstairs.[198] Rocksteady Studios released downloadable content for the video game Batman: Arkham Knight that featured the Batmobile and Batsuit from the film.[199]The third trailer debuted on Jimmy Kimmel Live! on December 3, 2015.
[citation needed] It received positive responses,[200] with Scott Mendelson of Forbes calling the trailer a "Saturday morning cartoon nerd's wildest dreams."[201] Molly Driscoll of CS Monitor stated that it looks like the film "will continue the trend of adapting comic book stories as timely tales."[202] Graeme McMillan of The Hollywood Reporter
noted that based on the trailer's content, the film might be the anti-Civil War, referring to Marvel's Captain America: Civil War as "Superman and Batman complete the comic book trope by overcoming their differences to fight a common foe, alongside a third hero, who saves them both that feels the most fresh, especially in light of the Civil War
trailer. While that ended with a showdown between three heroes, this trailer moves beyond that to show three heroes standing united."[203] However, it was criticized for revealing that,[204] with Rob Tornoe of NewsWorks pointing out that this trailer was targeting the "broadest audience" rather than just fans, as studios try to "maximize a film's
opening day box office."[205]An advertisement for the film on Turkish Airlines' Boeing 777-300ER at Istanbul Atatrk AirportWarner Bros. did not buy a Super Bowl 50 commercial;[206] instead, they worked with Turkish Airlines to put together a pair of Batman v Superman-themed airline commercials.[207] McMillan of The Hollywood Reporter stated
that the spots "inform interested parties about the culture, geography and history of Batman and Superman's individual stomping grounds, each one filled with Easter eggs for the comic book faithful and newcomer alike."[208] Jesse Eisenberg's part as Lex Luthor in these commercials was praised, as Dirk Libbey of CinemaBlend noted that "he
matches up well with Bruce Wayne by playing the welcoming billionaire business man. It's a far cry from the somewhat cartoonish villain we've seen in the clips from the film."[207]The final trailer was released to the public on February 11, 2016, which was described as "intense" by Kwame Opam of The Verge.[209] Mendelson of Forbes felt that
Warner Bros. "probably wouldn't have even dropped this one had the prior trailer back in December been received better. So now we have this fourth and final sell, and at least they are going out on a high note."[210] Jonathon Dornbush of Entertainment Weekly said that the footage "works to establish Batman as his own independent crime fighting
force, while also providing a deeper look at his existential struggle against Superman."[211]In February 2016, Warner Bros. and Doritos formed a partnership, creating a website offering fans the opportunity to enter codes found on Doritos purchases branded with the film's logo, and enter to win movie tickets, tech toys, and a trip the premiere in
New York City.[212][213] Warner Bros. also partnered with Omaze to give fans who donated a chance to win "The Ultimate Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice Experience", while benefiting three nonprofit organizations nominated by Ben Affleck, Henry Cavill and Jesse Eisenberg. "The Ultimate Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice Experience"
offered a fan and their friend the chance to win tickets to the premiere of the film, as well as fly on a helicopter with Cavill or ride in the Batmobile with Affleck.[214] Hendrick Motorsports drivers Jimmie Johnson and Dale Earnhardt Jr. drove cars based on Superman and Batman respectively, at Auto Club Speedway on March 20, 2016.[215] A tie-in
endless runner video game to the film, entitled Batman vs Superman Who Will Win?, debuted March 16, 2016, released by Warner Bros. International Enterprises.In November 2013, Warner Bros. announced that Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice would be released on July 17, 2015. In January 2014, however, the studio announced that it was
delayed from its original release date and moved to May 6, 2016, in order to give the filmmakers "time to realize fully their vision, given the complex visual nature of the story."[216][217] In August 2014, the release date was moved up to March 25, 2016, with a Warner Bros. insider saying the studio was "not flinching" in regards to the previous
opening date being on the same day as Marvel Studios' Captain America: Civil War, but instead stating that March 2016 was a "fantastic corridor" for them.[218] According to sources obtained by The Hollywood Reporter, Warner Bros. considered the possibility of having a 70mm release for the film, which was partially shot in the 65mm IMAX format.
[219]Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice premiered at Auditorio Nacional in Mexico City on March 19, 2016,[220] followed by a New York City premiere on March 20 at Radio City Music Hall.[221] Following the 2016 Brussels bombings, Warner Bros. originally cancelled the red carpet of the London premiere, but decided to carry on with the
premiere for the fans.[222] The film was released in the United States and the United Kingdom on March 25 in 3D.[218][223] It opened simultaneously in North America, China and Japan, the world's three largest film markets, as well as additional international territories,[224] with the exception of Poland, where theaters do not open on Good Friday.
The film debuted simultaneously across 30,000 screens in nearly every major foreign territory across 61 markets, including China. In the United States, it opened across roughly 4,242 locations, of which 3,500 theaters (85%) were in 3D, 390 IMAX screens, 470 PLF locations, 150 D-Box theaters and ten 70mm prints.[225][226][227]The film grossed
$166million in the United States and Canada in its opening weekend,[228][229] the eighth-biggest opening of all time, ahead of The Dark Knight Rises' $160.9million.[228] The film had a worldwide opening of $422.5million, which stands as the second-biggest for Warner Bros. and the fourth-biggest of all time at the time of its release.[230][231] It
became the fourth film to have a global opening above $400million.[232] It also had an IMAX worldwide opening weekend total of $36million from 945 IMAX screens, the third-biggest ever, behind Star Wars: The Force Awakens ($48million) and Jurassic World ($44million).[232] However, both inside and outside of the United States, Batman v
Superman: Dawn of Justice experienced a notable poor Friday-to-Sunday hold and set a new record for the worst Friday-to-Sunday drop for a superhero movie release in modern box office history with a 58% decline, which was previously held by 2015's Fantastic Four.[233]In its second weekend, Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice experienced a
"historic" box-office drop,[234][235] with an 81.2% decline on Friday that was "one of the biggest Friday-to-Friday drops any blockbuster has ever seen", and an overall 68.4% drop for the weekend despite not "facing any big competition at the box office",[236][237][238] making it the second largest decline for a marquee superhero title, behind only
2003's Hulk.[234] Brad Brevet, writing for Box Office Mojo, reported that "it appeared Batman v Superman was looking at a drop anywhere from 5868% and it ended up settling in on the wrong side of those expectations."[238] Scott Mendelson, writing for Forbes, said "Whether or not the movie is any good, and whether or not audiences respond to
the picture, is best measured by the second and third weekends...Yes, we're still talking about a $15.35million second Friday and a $50m+ second weekend, but in terms of legs, this film sadly doesn't seem to have any."[239] Continuing this trend, in its third weekend, the film dropped by 54.3% in which Brad Brevet concluded in a follow-up for Box
Office Mojo that "the legs on this one are proving quite short."[240]In the weeks leading up to the film's release, advance ticket sales outpaced The Dark Knight Rises, The Avengers, and Furious 7.[241] Worldwide, it was estimated to gross between $300340million in over 35,000 screens in its opening weekend.[225][242] It passed the $50million
mark in IMAX ticket sales on its second weekend, grossing a total of $53.4million from 571 IMAX screens.[243][244] Warner Bros. US distribution chief Jeff Goldstein described the film's box office performance as a "fantastic result, by any measure".[245] Box office analyst Jeff Bock said "Still, outside of Christopher Nolan's two Dark Knight movies,
and Tim Burton's Batman films when you adjust for inflation, this is the highest-grossing property in DC's bullpen thus far. It tops Man of Steel by more than $200million," and that "overall, BvS successfully relaunched DC's cinematic universe." The film needed to reach $800million in revenue at the box office to "recoup its investment" according to
financial analysts.[246][247][187] Despite surpassing this amount, it was considered "a disappointment" for failing to reach $1 billion.[246][248][249] This resulted in Warner Bros. creating DC Films in May 2016, giving a dedicated executive team responsibility for films based on DC Comics, similar to the dedicated Marvel Comics focus of Marvel
Studios within the larger Walt Disney Studios group.[250] Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice grossed $330.4million in North America and $544million in other territories for a worldwide total of $874.4 million, making it the seventh-highest-grossing film of 2016.[8] Deadline Hollywood calculated the net profit of the film to be $105.7million, when
factoring together all expenses and revenues for the film.[251]Following reports of pre-tickets sales in both the United States and Canada on February 29, many insiders and analysts predicted an opening weekend haul between $120140million for Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice, with projections as high as $185million.[225][227][242][252]
[253][254] However, Warner Bros. insiders were more conservative in their estimates projecting in the lower range of $110million. According to Deadline Hollywood, an undisclosed rival studio box office analyst indicated that if the film is truly pacing in tandem with The Dark Knight Rises, then Dawn of Justice could possibly be looking at a
$180million+ debut.[242] The film also became Fandango's top pre-selling superhero film ever, beating The Dark Knight Rises and Avengers: Age of Ultron, representing 90% of the site's weekend's ticket sales. A survey carried out showed that the introduction of Wonder Woman is a primary draw for moviegoers.[253][255] It pre-sold around
$2025million worth of advance tickets.[253] Dawn of Justice made $27.7million in Thursday previews from around 3,800 theaters which is the biggest of 2016, the biggest Easter weekend preview, the second-biggest for a superhero film (behind The Dark Knight Rises), and the seventh-biggest of all time of which $3.0million came from IMAX
showings, also a new record for Easter weekend.[256][257]On its opening day, it earned $81.59million from 4,242 theaters, including previews, marking the biggest pre-summer opening day of all time, the second-biggest superhero Friday opening and the fourth-biggest opening-day and fourth-biggest single-day gross, with $9million coming from
IMAX showings.[258] Excluding the Thursday previews, it earned $53.89million on Friday which is the fifth-biggest ever.[258] It fell 37.8% on Saturday, which is the second-worst superhero opening Friday-to-Saturday drop, only behind the 40% drop of The Dark Knight Rises.[233] In total, it earned $166million for its debut weekend, setting records
for the biggest March and pre-summer openings,[259] the biggest Easter opening,[260] the second-biggest opening for Warner Bros.,[261] the biggest for a DC Comics property,[262] and the eighth-biggest opening of all time.[229][263][264] Conversely, the film holds the record for the worst superhero Friday-to-Sunday drop with a 58% decline,
eclipsing the previous 48% decline record held by Fantastic Four in 2015.[233] IMAX comprised 11% or $18million of the weekend's gross from 388 theaters which is the fifth-biggest of all time (a record it shares with Age of Ultron) and 3D represented 40% ($68million) of the total ticket sales.[265] RealD 3D comprised $47million of the opening
gross.[263] Premium large formats generated $17.6million (10%), with $3.6million of that coming from Cinemark XD auditoriums from 475 theaters.[263]Following its record breaking opening weekend, it posted the biggest March Monday with $15.05million, a drop of 55% from its Sunday gross. This broke The Hunger Games' previous record of
$10.8million,[266][267] and also the biggest March Tuesday with $12.2million.[268] It made $209million in its first week full which stands at the eleventh-biggest opening week of all time[269] and surpassed the lifetime total Batman Begins.[270] Despite earning $15.35million in its second Friday, the film dropped 81.2% and broke the record for the
biggest Friday-to-Friday drop for a comic book adaptation film, not including $27.7million worth of previews which represented an even larger decline.[271] It fell precipitously by 69.1% in its second weekend, grossing $51.3million from 4,256 theaters (an addition of 14 cinemas) due to poor reviews and mixed word of mouth, establishing itself an
infamous record for the seventh steepest drop for a superhero/comic book adapted film and the steepest decline since the 69% posted by X-Men Origins: Wolverine in 2009, despite facing little to no competition or new wide-releases and having the added benefit of 30% K12 schools off, and 9% of colleges on break, per ComScore.[272][273] The steep
drop also marks the fourth-biggest for a film that opened above $100million (tied with The Twilight Saga: Breaking Dawn Part 2).[244] In its third weekend it was overtaken by the comedy The Boss after falling 54% with $23.3million.[274][275]Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice proved to be front-loaded, failing to generate significant revenue after
its opening weekend/week release. It earned just 1.99 times ($330million) its opening weekend numbers ($166million), which is lower than Man of Steel's 2.28 multiplier.[276] Like other DC films, such as Watchmen, Green Lantern and Man of Steel, it opened to record breaking numbers but then dropped the following weekend onward due largely to
bad critical reception and mixed word of mouth from audiences.[277] A similar result was followed by DC's third superhero film, Suicide Squad released in August 2016,[278] although Suicide Squad became less front-loaded than Dawn of Justice.[279]Internationally, it was projected to open between $180200million; however, Deadline.com pointed
out that these figures were only early predictions pegged to the performance of similar films in their respective territories.[242] It opened in ten countries on Wednesday, March 23, 2016, earning $7million and debuting at No. 1 in all markets on approximately 5,900 screens.[280][281] The following day, the film was released in 38 additional
countries, earning $33.1million on 19,700 screens for a two-day total of $44million.[280] On March 25, it opened in the remaining 17 countries delivering $67.2million in revenue, for a three-day total of $115.3million in 62 countries on more than 30,000 screens.[280] Through Sunday, March 27, it earned an opening-weekend total of $256.5million
from 66 countries on over 40,000 screens, making it the biggest superhero opening weekend of all time, the biggest overall March opening, the second-biggest opening ever for Warner Bros., and the fifth-biggest international opening on record.[232][282] The film's accomplishments also included the second-biggest IMAX opening record of
$18million, behind only Jurassic World which tallied $23.5million.[232] 3D accounted 59% or $149.86million of the weekend gross led by China (98%), Germany (88%), Brazil (81%), Russia (55%), and France (51%).[232] As with North America, the film witnessed a steep decline in its second Friday internationally, falling 72% to $19.2million, with the
biggest decline in the U.K. (77%) and China (87%).[283][284] Its second weekend earnings fell 66% overall to $85.25million.[243] Despite the decline, the film topped the box office for three consecutive weekends.[285]In Mexico, it had the biggest opening day for Warner Bros. and the second-biggest of all time with $5.8million, including record-
breaking midnight showings.[280] It also scored the biggest opening day of all time in Brazil ($3.5million) and the biggest opening day for a superhero film in Germany ($2.8million).[286] Elsewhere, it opened in the United Kingdom and Ireland ($9million), Australia ($2.5million), India ($2.54million), Russia ($1.9million), South Korea ($1.7million),
Japan ($1.2million), the United Arab Emirates and Hong Kong ($1.1million respectively).[280][286] In China, it earned $21.22million on its opening day, including around $1.34million worth of previews, which is the biggest for Warner Bros. and the sixth-biggest Hollywood opening day of all time.[280][287] However, other Chinese sources have the
film open to around $20million.[288][289] In terms of opening weekends, the biggest openings were recorded in China ($57.2million), the United Kingdom and Ireland ($20.7million), Mexico ($18.2million), Brazil ($12million), South Korea ($10.2million), Australia ($9.9million), France ($8.6million), Germany ($8.1million), Russia ($7.7million), India
($6.6million), Spain ($6.1million) and Japan ($4.5million).[232][290] It broke all-time opening record in Brazil and Warner Bros. opening records in Mexico, Hong Kong, India, Malaysia, Singapore, Vietnam, Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Peru, Puerto Rico and Venezuela.[232] In the United Kingdom and Ireland, it benefited from the long Easter
weekend holiday and despite a distinctly mixed bag of reviews in the U.K. press, it posted an opening 14.62million or $20.7million from 612 theaters, a record for 2016 so far and for a superhero title on straight Friday to Sunday, but fell short of The Avengers and Avengers: Age of Ultron, when accounting for previews.[291][292]In Japan, it opened in
third place, behind two local films, Assassination Classroom: Graduation and Doraemon: Nobita and the Birth of Japan 2016.[293] In South Korea, it scored the biggest March opening after opening on a Tuesday and dominating 68.3% of the market share with $10.2million.[294] In China, after scoring the biggest Hollywood opening Friday (behind
Transformers: Age of Extinction),[295] it earned an estimated $57.2million from approximately 16,000 screens in its opening weekend, besting all other DC Comics adaption film just by its weekend haul except for Man of Steel and gave Warner Bros. its biggest three day opening there with $7million coming from 557 IMAX screens.[232][296]
However, the opening figure fell below analysts projections of $7080million.[297] It held the top spot for its first seven days only, after which it faced stiff competitions from local productions,[284] and fell dramatically from then onwards in accruing revenue.[298] As a result, it fell to third place in its second weekend after falling enormously by 78%
to $12.7million, a record for a superhero film.[243][299]It became the Warner Bros.' highest-grossing film of all time in India, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines and Vietnam.[300] It also crossed $100million Latin American markets, making it Warner Bros.' second highest-grossing film there.[300] In total earnings, its biggest markets outside of
North America are China ($95million), followed by the UK ($52.1million), Mexico ($36million) and Brazil ($35.5million).[301]On review aggregator website Rotten Tomatoes the film has an approval rating of 29% based on 439 reviews and an average rating of 5/10. The website's critical consensus reads: "Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice
smothers a potentially powerful story and some of America's most iconic superheroes in a grim whirlwind of effects-driven action."[3] Metacritic, which assigns a weighted average to critics' reviews, gave the film an average score of 44 out of 100 based on 51 critics, indicating "mixed or average" reviews.[302] Audiences polled by CinemaScore gave
the film an average grade of "B" on an A+ to F scale.[303] It earned "B" from men, "B" from women, a "B" from those under 25 and a "B" from those over 25.[265] According to PostTrak, 73% of audiences graded the film "very good" or "excellent", with a 60% giving it a "definite recommend".[304] BBC News reported that "the film had been widely
praised by fans after its first screening in New York".[305]Lindy West in The Guardian described the film as "153 minutes of a grown man whacking two dolls together", asking "[h]as the definition of 'movie' changed from 'motion picture story that a human wrote on purpose' to '700 only tangentially related 12-second grey and red vignettes'?"[306] A.
O. Scott of The New York Times wrote: "The point of Batman v Superman isn't fun, and it isn't thinking, either. It's obedience. The theology is invoked [...] to buttress a spectacle of power. And in that way the film serves as a metaphor for its own aspirations. The corporations that produce movies like this one, and the ambitious hacks who sign up to
make them, have no evident motive beyond their own aggrandizement."[307] Writing in The Telegraph, Robbie Collin called the film "humourless" and "the most incoherent blockbuster in years".[308] Cynthia Fuchs of PopMatters said, "As you're watching this movie, you might also contemplate your own part, in being swayed into consuming so much
of what you've consumed before", adding, "Wonder Woman remains Batman v Superman's most compelling story, precisely because it's untold."[309] Matt Patches of Thrillist wrote "what Batman v Superman can do, it does, at the cost of coherency and thrills. The movie is bat-shit crazy. A dour, disdainful demeanor, plus a gluttony of complex plot
twists, dissipates most of the contact high."[310] Michael Philips of Chicago Tribune wrote, "A near-total drag, Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice plays like a loose, unofficial quarter-billion-dollar remake of The Odd Couple, in which Oscar and Felix are literally trying to kill each other."[311] On his podcast Hollywood Babble-On, film director Kevin
Smith, a long-time friend and collaborator of Affleck, praised Affleck's performance but panned the film, commenting that it "didn't really have a heart" and was "humorless", arguing that "there seems to be a fundamental lack of understanding of what those characters are about. It's almost like Zack Snyder didn't read a bunch of comics, he read one
comic once, and it was Dark Knight Returns, and his favorite part was the last part where Batman and Superman fight."[312] On a second viewing, however, Smith via his Instagram lightened his stance.[313]David Betancourt of The Washington Post and Scott Mendelson of Forbes praised the film's visual spectacle and performances from Affleck and
Gadot, though Mendelson also called the film "an utter mess of thinly sketched characters, haphazard plotting, surprisingly jumbled action".[314][315] Peter Travers of Rolling Stone called the film "better than Man of Steel but below the high bar set by Nolan's Dark Knight," adding that "Dawn of Justice is still a colossus, the stuff that DC Comics
dreams are made of for that kid in all of us who yearns to see Batman and Superman suit up and go in for the kill."[316] Jake Coyle of Associated Press wrote, "it hurtles not with the kinetic momentum of Mad Max: Fury Road nor the comparatively spry skip of a Marvel movie, but with an operatic grandeur it sometimes earns and often doesn't."[317]
Mark Hughes of Forbes called it "the follow-up to The Dark Knight that many viewers and fans wanted or hoped for", adding that it's "visually stunning, with powerful emotional storytelling and awe-inspiring action spectacle."[318] Andrew Barker of Variety said "as a pure visual spectacle... Batman V Superman ably blows the hinges off the multiplex
doors."[319] Charles Koplinski of the Illinois Times called it "a brooding, but most importantly intelligent take on the seminal figures of our 20th century pop culture mythology, a movie that at once pays tribute to these characters' roots while offering up modern incarnations of them that ring true for our times."[320] Nicolas Barber of the BBC called
the film "a four-star epic" praising Affleck's performance as Batman and the visual grandeur of Fong's cinematography.[321] Jordan Hoffman of The Guardian gave an ambivalent review; he especially criticized the "very bad writing", but conceded "there are a lot of moments... that work" and praised Affleck and Gadot's performances, calling Gadot as
Wonder Woman the best thing in the film.[322]Multiple commentators criticized Eisenberg on the grounds that his interpretation of Lex Luthor hewed too close to character traits associated with another DC Comics villain, the Joker.[323] Even before the film was released, Affleck compared Eisenberg's performance to that of Heath Ledger in The
Dark Knight.[324] Once the film came out, critics lambasted Eisenberg's take on Luthor. Sonny Bunch of The Washington Post lamented that "As the film progresses, Lex degenerates into a gibbering mad man, some strange mix of the Riddler and the Joker with a little bit of Mark Zuckerberg added for flair."[325] Charlie Jane Anders of Gizmodo
wrote that "Someone clearly told Jesse Eisenberg that this movie is the Dark Knight to Man of Steel's Batman Begins, and he's doing his damndest to give a Heath Ledger-esque performance... Watching the trailers, I had thought Eisenberg's loopy acting might be this movie's saving grace but a concentrated dose of his faux mania actually turns out to
be the worst thing." Andy Scott of Grunge, in an article titled "How Jesse Eisenberg Ruined Batman v Superman," wrote that "Eisenberg's speech patterns and mannerisms felt almost entirely lifted from Ledger's iconic performance, to the point where he walked the dangerous grey line between respectful homage and downright thievery."[326]
Eisenberg responded to the critiques by saying he attempted to "make these people real and relatable and interesting and engaging, not just, you know, a surface bad person."[327]Writer Chris Terrio said the decision to remove 30 minutes for the theatrical cut was an act of sabotage.[328] In June 2018, Mise-en-scne: The Journal of Film & Visual
Narration published the article "Applying Suspense to Archetypal Superheroes: Hitchcockian Ambiguity in Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice," which argued that the film "warrants analysis as a particularly ambitious development within the evolving superhero genre. It applies a remarkable amount of Hitchcockian thrills to a story pitting two
protagonists against one another within a villain's conspiracy to create the first live-action Hitchcockian superhero thriller featuring branded, culturally established characters. By displacing its protagonists from their inherently justified positions, it creates a critical moral ambiguity that directly deconstructs the assumptions at the heart of Western
society's two most archetypal superheroes."[329]In 2023, Director Zack Snyder dives into why audiences and critics didn't engage with Batman v Superman:I think that probably is what caused the movie to be so polarizing. I think, and maybe I'm wrong, but I feel like a lot of people went into the movies for going like, "Oh, its the superhero romp,
right? Let's have fun with it." And we gave them this sort of hardcore deconstructivist, heavily layered, experiential modern mythological superhero movie that needs ... that you really need to pay attention to. That was not cool [for them]. That's not something anyone wanted to do. They were like, "What? No! Thats exhausting. How about, why do they
fight at night?" I hate that.Zack Snyder[330]List of awards and nominationsAwardCategoryRecipient(s)ResultRef.Critics' Choice AwardsBest Actress in an Action MovieGal GadotNominated[331]Golden Raspberry AwardsWorst PictureCharles Roven and Deborah SnyderNominated[332][333]Worst DirectorZack SnyderNominatedWorst
ScreenplayChris Terrio and David S. GoyerWonWorst ActorBen AffleckNominatedHenry CavillNominatedWorst Supporting ActorJesse EisenbergWonWorst Screen ComboBen Affleck and Henry CavillWonWorst Prequel, Remake, Ripoff or SequelBatman v Superman: Dawn of JusticeWonNickelodeon Kids' Choice AwardsFavorite MovieBatman v
Superman: Dawn of JusticeNominated[334]Favorite Movie ActressAmy AdamsNominatedFavorite Movie ActorBen AffleckNominatedHenry CavillNominatedFavorite Butt-KickerBen AffleckNominatedHenry CavillNominatedFavorite FrenemiesBen Affleck and Henry CavillNominatedPeople's Choice AwardsFavorite Action MovieBatman v Superman:
Dawn of JusticeNominated[335]Saturn AwardsBest Comic-to-Film Motion PictureBatman v Superman: Dawn of JusticeNominated[336]Teen Choice AwardsTeen Choice Award for Choice Movie - Sci-Fi/FantasyBatman v Superman: Dawn of JusticeNominated[337]Choice Movie Actor: Sci-Fi/FantasyHenry CavillNominatedBen AffleckNominatedChoice



Movie Actress: Sci-Fi/FantasyAmy AdamsNominatedChoice Movie: Scene StealerGal GadotNominatedChoice Movie: VillainJesse EisenbergNominatedChoice Movie: LiplockHenry Cavill and Amy AdamsNominatedGolden Trailer AwardsMost Original PosterWarner Bros. PicturesWon[338][339]Batman v Superman has been interpreted as an allegory
about contemporary American politics, particularly America's response to 9/11.[340][341]1[342][343]1[344]1[345]Writing for The Commercial Appeal, John Beifuss noted the similarities between the Metropolis battle at the beginning of the film and 9/11: "The idea is that just as 9/11 had a transformative existential impact on the psyche of America, the
battle of Metropolis and the subsequent realization that an all-powerful alien could destroy his adopted planet with ease has altered human consciousness, creating new standards of morality and levels of fear "the feeling of powerlessness that turns good men cruel," in the words of Wayne's butler, Alfred (Jeremy Irons)."[342] He says that Batman
comes out of the Metropolis battle scene as "a changed and even more deranged man."[342]Kofi Outlaw of ComicBook.com interpreted the allegory as Batman representing "the right-wing hawk reaction to 9/11... an America that prefers security over civil liberties; the Bush-era mentality of stopping threats pro-actively before they can threaten close
to home".[341] Meanwhile, Superman, Outlaw writes, represents "the more left-wing, liberal, American ideal", while Luthor represents "insidious opportunists who exploited (and still exploit) the turmoil of a post-9/11, war-torn, world for personal gain."[341] Outlaw suggests that the scene where Batman and Superman find common ground in their
mothers is parallel to the notion that conflicting political ideologies still have similarities.[341]Writing for Screen Rant, Andrew Dyce wrote "Bruce has, like so many political figures and nations, given up the moral high ground, rationalized his extreme methods as necessary, identified an enemy he does not seek to understand, and abandoned the
spirit, if not the explicit values upon which his country rather, upon which his mission was founded."[345]Writing for Vice, Kaleem Aftab wrote that the film "was intended as an unpleasant lambast of the government and the popular reaction to 9/11."[343] He compared Superman's character to the Muslim American experience, concluding that the
film "is a condemnation of what America is becoming, a place where immigrants, especially those unfairly tainted because of the mass destruction caused by a few, are no longer part of a viable American dream."[343]Writing for The New Yorker, Richard Brody analyzed the allegory differently: Batman, according to Brody, represents the Democratic
Party, whereas Superman represents the Republican Party. Brody feels this notion is supported by the fact that Batman's eyes glow blue when he is wearing the exoskeleton and Superman's glow red when he uses his heat vision.[340] Brody criticized this allegory as "salacious" for suggesting that the Democratic Party allies itself with evil, which he
says "has no relationship to contemporary politics".[340] However, he called it "a powerful metaphor" for suggesting "there'd be much less of an urge to find a superheroor to magnify demagogues who pretend to be oneif politicians merely did their jobs competently and sensitively."[340]Mark Hughes writing for Forbes notes that the film inverts the
politics of The Dark Knight Returns by having Superman as the outsider character who is questioned by the government and media. He writes "This is a reversal of sorts from the comic, where Superman represents the establishment perspective while Batman is the outcast under constant press, public, and government scrutiny."[344] He also noted
how Batman sees Superman as human for the first time during the Martha scene: "he's never looked at Superman as a real person or as a man before. Then suddenly Superman is vulnerable, he has a regular guy's name and a woman who loves him crying over him, and a mom his last words are basically "save my mother." We see, very emotionally,
how Batman realizes what he's doing and that he's the bad guy, a painful but very human revelatory moment."[344]Richard Newby writing for The Hollywood Reporter, wrote the Martha scene "is Bruce's opportunity to reconnect with his own humanity and the humanity of Superman. Batman doesn't end the fight because their mothers have the same
name, but because he recognizes Superman as someone with a mother, and thus a human, despite his alien origins. The battle against Superman is ultimately Bruce's realization that he can be better and reconnect with humanity again. It's not a redemption, or a full change, as he does kill mercenaries at the warehouse in the following scene, but it is
a start."[346]Ben Affleck said he liked the "idea of showing accountability and the consequences of violence and seeing that there are real people in those buildings", with the scene of Bruce Wayne at the battle of Metropolis.[347]An extended cut of the film dubbed the "Ultimate Edition" was released on home media platforms, alongside the theatrical
cut. This version is longer by 31 minutes,[348] and received an R rating from the Motion Picture Association of America, for more violence than the PG-13 rated theatrical cut.[98]1[349] Upon the release of the Ultimate Edition, critics noted that the film would have likely been better received with the additional footage.[350][351] Mark Hughes of
Forbes stated that "while not everyone changed their 'hated it' ratings to 'loved it' after viewing the new 3-hour edit of the film, it appears most so far are declaring the longer version a big improvement, moving the film out of the 'bad' column and into the 'good.'".[352] He also stated that the film's reputation would improve with future retrospect, and
with the director's cut, "that process got underway even faster than [he] expected when the ultimate edition got its one-night theatrical release."[352] Ben Kendrick of Screen Rant stated that while it was more "intelligible", character portrayal was not "fundamentally changed" and "for viewers who didn't like Man of Steel or Batman v Superman for
larger reasons, such as tone, approach, and the darker characterization of DC's most iconic heroes, the Ultimate Edition is only a longer... version of a film that... is likely to remain divisive, even if the final product is a better film."[353] Phil Owens of TheWrap called it an improvement upon the original cut, writing, "Lo and behold somehow Batman v
Superman: Dawn of Justice has become something that approaches a functional movie. In the process, it only makes the original cut even more inexplicable and terrible."[354]On the home video sales chart, the film debuted in first place for the week ending July 24, 2016.[355] In the United States, it made $23.4million in DVD sales and $58.9million in
Blu-ray sales, for an estimated total of $82.4million.[356] The film was the seventh best-selling video title of 2016.[357]Despite being shot partially on IMAX film and released to IMAX theaters with select scenes in either 1.43:1 or 1.90:1, the initial Blu-ray release only featured the fixed 2.39:1 aspect ratio that was used for non-IMAX screenings.
However, on December 12, 2020, Snyder revealed that he is working to restore the IMAX ratio to the film for an upcoming re-release in 2021.[358] On March 4, 2021, Warner Bros. announced that a remastered version of the Ultimate Edition (with the IMAX scenes presented in their original aspect ratio of 1.43:1) would be released on to digital
platforms and HBO Max on March 18, 2021 (the same day Zack Snyder's Justice League was released), and would also be released on Ultra HD Blu-ray several days later on March 23.[359]" As depicted in Man of Steel (2013)" As seen first in Man of Steel (2013)" Although the character is never explicitly identified in the film, producer Deborah
Snyder has confirmed that he is the Flash traveling back in time, played by Ezra Miller, who is credited as the Flash in the Ultimate Edition.[11]”~ While never identified on-screen or in the credits, beyond Luthor telling Superman the creature is "your doomsday",[12] actor Robin Atkin Downes has identified the character as Doomsday.[13]" ab c d
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Justice at Rotten TomatoesBatman v Superman: Dawn of Justice at Metacritic Portals: Film United States Speculative fiction Comics 2010sRetrieved from " night, I was able to see one of the biggest movies of 2016 Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice and decided to write this review to voice my opinion on the film.Keep in mind that I will be
discussing key moments from the film, plot points, cameos and more, so SPOILER WARNING!Last chance to stop reading to avoid spoilers Ok, so lets get right into it.The movie begins with a retelling of Batmans origin, which anyone who has seen any Batman movie, TV show, animated feature, video game, etc. is very familiar with. After a night out
seeing a movie or the theatre (it differs), young Bruce Wayne leaves the performance with his parents, Martha and Thomas Wayne. They are robbed a gunpoint, Martha Waynes pearls drop (which are CGI for some reason in this movie), and Bruce Wayne is left as an orphan. Then, after the funeral, Bruce falls into a cave nearby his house and
encounters bats. Thus, he becomes Batman.Most people know Batmans origin, and in a movie that was and not to mention felt long, it could have been cut out and started from Bruce Waynes perspective during the events on 2013s Man of Steel. Long-time readers of my blog know how I felt about that movie (you can read my review here), as I had
many issues about the world that had been created, especially how Zod got his powers so quickly, and Superman not protecting people during the final battle.There was a lot of outcry about this after Man of Steel was released, so it gets addressed. A lot. Numerous characters make point-blank statements that wherever a superhero battle is
happening, the locations are abandoned, empty, or in one hilariously bizarre case, after-business-hours, so the office towers were mostly empty. There is even a whole subplot in the movie about Superman being held accountable for his actions, and he even attends a Senate sub-committee meeting to defend his actions. But, thats getting ahead of
myself.After Bruces origin story, we see Bruce Wayne fly to Metropolis in a helicopter and try to save people from Zod and the ensuing battle. Bruce was rightfully angry when Superman and Zod destroy countless buildings (including the Wayne Financial building), injure others and kill a lot of people. This sets the stage for the primary conflict for
Batman.And then we cut to 18 months later.We learn quickly that Bruce Wayne sees Supermans power as too much for one being not of this Earth (read: alien), and that he could destroy everyone without a thought. So, he decided to find enough Kryptonite to kill Superman if necessary.This started him on a collision course with Lex Luthor (played by
a manic Nicholas Cage-level insanity by Jesse Eisenberg, who just got annoying in the role), who happened to be trying to import a massive batch of Kryptonite into the States, but was blocked by the very Senator leading the Senate committee mentioned above how convenient!To locate the shipment, Wayne went to a party held by Lex to steal the
information, where he met Clark Kent and a mysterious woman who stole the stolen data from Bruce. At another event, he met the woman again, got the drive back and decrypted the information.Meanwhile, Clark was worried about not being able to help everyone, but goes on being a God among men and saving Lois (who, as always, has a knack for
getting into danger and needing saving). While Superman attended the Senate hearing, a bomb went off (thanks to Lex) killing everyone and Superman goes into hiding because he was ashamed. In this film, Lois was relegated to her own subplot about mysterious bullets that were made by LexCorp and worrying about Clark when he
disappeared.Bruce found the Kryptonite thanks to the drive (as well as other information Ill get to later), and tried to steal it from Lex. He failed due to intervention from Superman and they had a staring contest.While this is happening, Lex made a deal to get access to the Kryptonian ship from Man of Steel and Zods body. Im still not entirely sure
what he did, but he somehow used Zods fingerprints to become the new commander of the ship, and used a glowing yellow pool (called a Genesis pool?) to combine his DNA and Zods to create an abomination.Bruce then successfully stole the Kryptonite rock from Lex and made some weapons, including a spear and gas grenades, for his eventual fight
with Superman. As for the armoured suit in the trailer (inspired by the Frank Miller comic The Dark Knight Returns)? I was hoping wed be able to see Bruce build it to try and compensate for the massive strength differential between the two, but no such luck.Lex then kidnapped Lois, threw her off a building to lure Superman, and told Superman that
he wanted Batman dead. Superman said he wouldnt kill him, and Lex said that he kidnapped Clarks mother (Martha Kent), and would kill her in an hour if Superman didnt bring Lex the head of Batman. So, Superman flew off to gets Batmans help.Batman, on the other hand, was all decked out for war against Superman and didnt let him explain the
situation. So, they fought. Batman used Kryptonite gas to weaken Superman so he could get a few licks in, but Superman recovered and pummeled Batman. So, Batman used more gas and got him stunned enough to, after some bizarre CGI grapple gun antics, got him underfoot and about to be gutted with the Kryptonite spear.Superman said to find
Martha and save Martha, and Batman lost his mind (as that was his mothers name and where I think the flashback to the night Bruces parents were murdered would have been PERFECT), and then Lois rushed in to tell the truth to Batman about Martha Kent.Batman threw the spear away and promised to rescue Supermans mom (which he did), and
Superman promised to find Lex Luthor (which he did). But not before the cocoon Lex created in the Kryptonian ship hatched and, in some terrible green screen CGI work, emerged Doomsday.In the comics and cartoons, Doomsday was a creature bred and evolved to be the perfect killer. And every time he died, he would be resurrected and could not
be killed that way again.Anyway, Doomsday was quickly attacked by the US military and survived. So, Clark fought Doomsday and lost quickly. Batman went to help and also had trouble. Then, the mysterious woman Bruce Wayne met earlier appeared as Wonder Woman (and in my opinion, the best part of the movie), and she helped. Superman
tackled Doomsday and flew into space, and the US nuked the both. Doomsday fell to Earth and regenerated into something deadlier, and Superman spent some time soaking up the suns rays before he rejoined Wonder Woman in the fight.Lois grabbed the spear from before, but almost drowned in retrieving it. So Superman abandoned the fight, saved
her, and flew with the Kryptonite spear and stabbed Doomsday. In his death throes, Doomsday stabbed Superman in the chest and they both died.Superman was given a very public military funeral and Clark Kent was buried in Smallville (where he grew up) with Bruce Wayne and Diana Prince (Wonder Womans alter-ego) in attendance and they
quickly teased the formation of the Justice League. And, Lex Luthor was in jail and visited by a very angry Batman. Lex, seemingly out of his mind, ominously said that something worse is coming also teasing the eventual big bad of the upcoming Justice League movies.A few things: Batman had a vision of an apocalyptic future, teasing the bad guy in
the future Justice League movie (which looks to be the villain, Darkseid), as well as a visit from Future Flash warning him of what is coming in that future movie and to get them together. Inside Lexs drive stolen by Batman and Wonder Woman, there were files on other metahumans, including videos showcasing the future Justice League members the
Flash stopping a mugging, Wonder Woman all over the world (and a photo from the early 1900s), Aquaman fighting off a submersible, and Cyborg being turned from a man into a machine.Ok DC and Warner Brothers we get it. You have a Justice League movie coming out and are trying to build a DC Cinematic Universe, but the film was overstuffed
already with Batman, Superman and Wonder Woman. These extraneous cameos for characters we wont see for a while, and wont have their own movies for years, were obvious and wastes of time.The Marvel Cinematic Universe had movies introducing single characters in their own movies before building up to the big team-up in Avengers, followed
by more individual movies culminating in Avengers: Age of Ultron. They had years and years to build up the world and the characters before putting them all together. That is why it worked.Teases and looks at what will be coming are good, but not at the expense of the film you are trying to make.But what did I think of the movie overall?Well, the
movie was ok. I wasnt a big fan of Man of Steel, so I wasnt anticipating this movie to be fantastic. Unlike other superhero movies, Im not in a rush to see it again, as it wasnt exciting, it was overly long, and the effects were less than optimal. The dream sequences were awkwardly placed, Batmans origin was redone again, and the reasons for fighting
(Batman thought Superman was too powerful and Superman thought Batman crossed the line) changed because Lex kidnaps Supermans mom. Therefore, Batman and Superman fight because of a misunderstanding. Its not the be-all, end-all brawl that everyone and the trailers and marketing were suggesting.Honestly, it seems like after Man of Steel,
DC and Warner Brothers decided to make Superman and Batman fight, and reverse-engineered a reason why.But, there were some enjoyable parts in the movie. The action sequences were mostly good, as long as they didnt get too CGI-heavy, and Wonder Woman fighting looked great. But that was about it.Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice will
make a lot of money, but I dont think it will make nearly as much as DC and Warner Brothers would like. And maybe they will learn their lesson. But, with Wonder Woman already filmed and The Justice League Part 1 shooting now, who knows what will happen. I had hoped they would learn their lesson three years ago from Man of Steel Film |
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LuthorBatman v Superman: Dawn of Justice is a 2016 superhero film based on the DC Comics superheroes Batman and Superman. Co-produced by Atlas Entertainment and Cruel and Unusual Films and distributed by Warner Bros. Pictures, the film is a follow-up to Man of Steel and the second installment in the DC Extended Universe. It was released
on March 25, 2016 in DCP, IMAX 15/70mm and 5/70mm formats.The film was directed by Zack Snyder and written by Chris Terrio and David S. Goyer. It stars Ben Affleck as Bruce Wayne/Batman, Henry Cavill as Clark Kent/Superman, Amy Adams as Lois Lane, Jesse Eisenberg as Lex Luthor, Diane Lane as Martha Kent, Laurence Fishburne as Perry
White, Jeremy Irons as Alfred Pennyworth, Holly Hunter as Senator June Finch, Gal Gadot as Diana Prince/Wonder Woman, Scoot McNairy as Wallace Keefe, Jena Malone as Jenet Klyburn (Ultimate Edition), Callan Mulvey as Anatoli Knyazev, and Tao Okamoto as Mercy Graves.An R-rated extended cut of the film titled the Ultimate Edition was
released on DVD and Blu-Ray on July 16, 2016, and online in Digital HD on June 28. It contains extended and deleted scenes that were not included in the theatrical cut. A version of the Ultimate Edition was remastered with enhanced color and in IMAX ratio and was made available on Max on March 18, 2021. It was later released on 4K Ultra HD Blu-




ray on March 23, 2021.A sequel, Justice League, was released on November 17, 2017. A director's cut of that film, Zack Snyder's Justice League, was released on March 18, 2021. Synopsis[]It's been nearly three years since Superman's colossal battle with Zod devastated the city of Metropolis. The loss of life and collateral damage left many feeling
angry and helpless, including crime-fighting billionaire Bruce Wayne. Convinced that Superman is now a threat to humanity, Batman embarks on a personal vendetta to end his reign on Earth, while the conniving Lex Luthor launches his own crusade against the Man of Steel.Plot[] Bruce witnesses the destruction of Wayne Tower during the Black
Zero Event. Bruce Wayne arrives in Metropolis in the midst of the Battle between Superman and the Kryptonians. He tries to proceed to Wayne Tower, giving the order via phone for the people inside to evacuate. As he drives his way to the building, he narrowly avoids the debris from the crashing Fortress of Sunitude with Superman and Zod inside.
He witnesses the Black Zero as Kal-El's Phantom Drive crashes into it and crushes the Black Zero into a singularity. As Superman and General Zod begin to fight, Zod throws Superman into Wayne Tower and Zod's uncontrollable heat vision causes the building to collapse in ruin. Horrified, Bruce makes his way through the debris looking for survivors,
finding Wallace Keefe trapped underneath some rubble. He helps rescue him then saves a little girl whose mother perished. While consoling her, he angrily watches Zod and Superman fly down from the sky.18 months later, two divers in the Indian Ocean discover a large rock that looks similar to the Kryptonian ships at the site of the destroyed World
Engine. Upon taking it back to the surface, they split the rock, revealing a glowing, green crystal.Lois Lane travels to war-torn Nairomi, seeking an interview with the African warlord in a raging civil war. Lois was accompanied by Jimmy Olsen, a photographer who is revealed to be a CIA operative. The camera he was carrying had a tracking device
hidden inside as discovered by a bodyguard, Anatoli Knyazev. Before being shot, he states that Lois knew nothing of either the device or his identity. The warlord then takes Lois as a hostage, threatening to kill her. Superman soon arrives, saving Lois and returning her home.A US Senate committee headed by Senator Finch hears evidence given
about Superman saving the life of Lois Lane in Africa. Concerned at how Superman may be seen by the public, due to his constant acts of vigilantism, she sends a public announcement to Superman, inviting him to speak in a committee to defend his actions at the US Capitol in Washington D.C.Returning home to his and Lois' apartment, Clark sees
Lois in the bathtub and said he wanted to surprise her by cooking up something. When the subject shifts to the controversy surrounding his actions in Nairomi, Clark makes it clear that he is unconcerned, as Lois could have been killed; also adding that he didn't murder anyone. When Lois questions if whether or not it is possible for him to love her
and be Superman, he responds by giving her one of the roses he bought and getting into the bathtub with her despite being fully-clothed; kissing her passionately before his glasses come off. Clark then proceeds to take off his shirt. Meanwhile, in Gotham, the vigilante Batman rescues a group of young Asian women from sex trafficker Cesar Santos by
subduing him and then ruthlessly branding him. One of Gotham City Police Department's rookie police officers tried to shoot him but the Dark Knight escaped, leaving Santos with a "bat-brand" on his chest. On the morning news, while cooking, Clark hears Nairomian Kahina Ziri being interviewed regarding Superman, and she states that had
Superman been in her presence she would ask him how he decides: "which lives count, and which ones do not?", leaving Clark visibly disturbed.Later that same day, Clark is assigned by Perry to travel to Gotham City and cover the Metropolis vs Gotham football game (being given the headline "Underdog Dreams Dashed - 10 Yards Between Gotham
and Glory") when the news reports on Wallace Keefe vandalizing the Superman Statue by spray-painting the words "False God" in red on the chest before he is arrested. Clark is visibly saddened by this hate crime. Perry, while also quite upset, gives Jenny the headline "End of Love Affair With Man In the Sky?"In Metropolis, billionaire business mogul
Lex Luthor, meets with Senator Finch and her subordinate to discuss the radioactive mineral discovered in the Indian Ocean, wishing to manufacture the mineral into a "deterrent" against Superman and other possible known "metahumans". Finch considers this before leaving while Lex gains access to the Kryptonian scout ship and the body of
General Zod from her subordinate. Later at Luthor's home, Luthor tries to persuade Senator June Finch to allow him to import the mineral but Finch declines, claiming to see through his facade of good intentions. Angered, Luthor warns Finch of the consequences before she leaves.Back in Gotham, Bruce has been searching for someone known only
as the "White Portuguese" which he tells Alfred is bringing in a dirty bomb to Gotham city. Bruce learns that a Russian man named Anatoli Knyazev may have information regarding the "White Portuguese", but even after interrogating 6 people as Batman, he learns nothing. Hence, Bruce Wayne later attends an underground fight club where he meets
Knyazev. He and Bruce had a brief conversation, which allowed Bruce to successfully clone Knyazev's phone and discover that Knyazev worked for Lex Luthor. Bruce then expresses his intention to break into Luthor's house as Batman, but Alfred is quick to point out that that would be unnecessary, as Luthor has already invited Bruce to attend a
fundraiser event. At Lex Luthor's fundraiser event, Clark is representing the Daily Planet while Bruce aims to infiltrate information regarding the "White Portuguese" and its occupant. Among the event is antiquities dealer Diana Prince. Suspicious about Bruce, Clark approaches him claiming to want an interview in which they discuss Batman's brutal
activities in Gotham and the differing perceptions of Superman and his nature to the world with Clark condemning Bruce's alter-ego and Bruce being unapologetic in his opinion of Superman being a threat to humanity. Bruce later leaves to retrieve his collected data from the mainframe of Lex's home but finds it to be stolen by Diana, much to his
annoyance. While the rest of the world is busy debating whether Superman has been a positive or negative addition to planet Earth, Clark returns home to Smallville to visit Martha. There, she advises him that either way, he shouldn't be concerned with what others think of him.Bruce and Diana meet again and the two converse about the drive. Diana
explains that she borrowed it because she believes Lex Luthor has a photo of her, which she was unable to acquire due to the drive being protected by a military-grade encryption. She gives it back to Bruce, who takes it to the Batcave to decrypt.While decrypting the drive, Bruce falls asleep and has a nightmare of a post-apocalyptic world: the
Knightmare, where Superman leads a Regime over the world and Batman leads an Insurgency to stop him. Batman arrives at a meeting point where a truck supposedly carrying kryptonite arrives. However, Batman is betrayed and a battle ensues, with many of his followers killed by Regime Stormtroopers and Parademons. Batman is eventually
captured and is tied up in a room. Superman arrives and kills others tied up with him. Superman unmasks Batman and states that She was my world... and you took her from me.... He then crushes Batman's chest. As Bruce wakes up, a time traveler from the future arrives and tells Bruce that Lois Lane is the key. However, he realises he came too
soon and instead warns Bruce that he has always been right about Superman and that he should fear him. He ends by saying that he needs to find us. He wakes up from what seemed to be another dream.The drive finishes decrypting just as he wakes up and Bruce learns that the White Portuguese is not a man but actually a ship delivering kryptonite
to Lex Luthor. He tells this to Alfred, who assumes that he wants to keep it out of Luthor's hand. However, Bruce's true intentions are to use it to kill Superman as Bruce believes that he is too powerful and should he turn evil, he could destroy the world. Alfred pleads with Bruce that Superman is not his enemy, but Bruce ignores this, stating that in
the 20 years they've been in Gotham, they've seen what promises are worth and how many good guys are left and how many stayed that way.Meanwhile, Clark looks into the death of Mr. Santos and talks to his wife at the local police station of Metropolis.The White Portuguese arrives at Gotham Port, where Knyazev acquires the kryptonite. Batman
intercepts the package in his Batmobile and manages to kill lots of Knyazev's henchmen. However, before he can get the kryptonite, Superman shows up and tells Batman that his idea was dead and that he should bury it. Superman lets Batman go, but Batman asks him if he can bleed. After Superman flies away, Batman quietly muses that he will.
Batman returns to the Batcave, where he learns from a tracking device he implanted on the truck, that the kryptonite has been taken to Lexcorp research park.Meanwhile, Lois researches the recovered bullet from the warlord's camp, ascertaining that it is not made by any known manufacturer. She proceeds to query this with General Calvin
Swanwick. Reluctantly, he gives in to her requests to identify the bullet's manufacturer. He reveals that they are a special prototype round, made by LexCorp Industries. Superman attending the hearing. Despite media speculation to the contrary, Superman arrives to speak and answer at Finch's committee. She points out to him a victim of
Superman's actions, Wallace Keefe, who lost his legs in Superman's battle with General Zod. After seeing a distasteful note left for her by Lex Luthor, she stops in mid-speech before a bomb (hidden inside Keefe's wheelchair by Lex Luthor) explodes, killing her and everyone else present, except Superman. A heart-broken Superman in the aftermath of
the explosion. Later that night, Lex discovers that Batman has stolen his kryptonite from LexCorp in Metropolis, leaving behind a batarang as a symbol.In Washington D.C., Superman meets Lois at her hotel suite and laments on his failures to stop the bombing and his role as Superman. Lois tries to convince him that he must remain a symbol of hope
for the peoples of Earth before he flies away in exile.Using the fingerprints of Zod, Lex enters the Genesis Chamber of the Fortress of Sunitude in Heroes Park and learns information on hundreds of thousands of recorded worlds.Bruce Wayne begins physically training in the Batcave to prepare for his fight against Superman while also converting the
kryptonite into three gas grenades and a kryptonite-tipped spear. While accessing Lex's data drive, he discovers folders on metahumans, one containing recent surveillance on Diana and a 1918 photograph of her as Wonder Woman in Belgium. Meanwhile, Lex brings the corpse of General Zod to the Genesis Chamber and Kelor warns him of the ban of
genetic modification by the Kryptonian Law Council. However, Lex ignores this and combines his blood with Zod as the Genesis Chamber begins to transform the body of Zod. Clark in self-imposed exile. Clark arrives at a snowy mountaintop and imagines his father, Jonathan Kent, building a tomb with stones. Kent recalls his childhood when he
remembers one bad rainy season when he and his family spent all-night damming the water to save the farm. Kent remembers that his mother called him a hero and baked him a cake and, while he was eating, the neighbour's farm was wiped out and he could hear the neighbour's horses drowning. He continued that he used to have nightmares about
the horses. Clark asks if the nightmares ever stopped, and Jonathan answers when he met Martha Kent, who gave him hope that there is good in the world. Bruce visits the ruins of the Wayne Manor as Alfred tries to dissuade him from combating Superman to no avail. Bruce recalls when his father sat him down next to the Wayne family shield and his
father taught him of the first generation of the Wayne family that Sund pelts and skins to French traders, citing that they were hunters. Superman giving in to Lex's ultimatum. In Smallville, Martha Kent is kidnapped by Anatoli Knyazev and his men and is brought to Gotham. In Gotham, Batman prepares his weapons against Superman and shines the
Bat Signal in the stormy sky, as Lex watches from the LexCorp tower from across the bay. Anatoli also kidnaps Lois Lane and delivers her to Lex, who then pushes her off the tower to lure Superman. Superman saves her and puts her down on the ground before flying up to confront Lex Luthor. He then shows Superman photographs of his kidnapped
mother, and offers an ultimatum to him: if he does not kill Batman within 30 minutes, then Martha Kent will die by fire.At Heroes Park, the Fortress of Solitude begins to emit electric discharges to the surrounding buildings. Elsewhere, Diana receives an email from Bruce, showing a photograph of her from 1918, questioning her identity and her
origins. In the attachment, she uncovers surveillance footage of Barry Allen, Arthur Curry, and video diaries of Silas Stone using a Mother Box to resuscitate his son, Victor Stone. As Lois returns to the Daily Planet, she rides a helicopter straight for the Bat Signal in Gotham in hopes of stopping the fight. Superman and Batman confront each other. In
Gotham, Superman meets Batman in his armored Batsuit and tries to explain the situation. However, Batman does not bother to listen as he activates sonar cannons and machine gun turrets against Superman to no visible effect. Superman and Batman then begin to fight, with Batman firing two kryptonite gas grenades at him during the fight and
gaining the upper hand. Finally, Batman grabs the weakened Superman and drags him over to his Kryptonite Spear. However, as Batman is about to kill Superman, Superman pleads with Batman to "save Martha". Believing he is using his mother's name, Batman shouts in rage until Lois arrives and explains that Martha is his mother's name. Shocked,
Batman comes to his senses, realizing that Superman is no threat to humanity and his foolishness in fighting him. Superman and Lois explain the situation to Batman, and he promises to rescue Martha Kent while Superman investigates the electric discharges coming from the Fortress of Solitude and confronts Lex. Lois grabs the kryptonite spear and
throws it into a pool of water nearby to dispose of it. Batman saving Martha Kent. Alfred tracks Knyazev's phone to a warehouse in Gotham, and Batman flies there via the Batwing. He infiltrates the warehouse, neutralizes all the criminals, kills Anatoli Knyazev and successfully rescues Martha. Meanwhile, Superman finds Lex Luthor at the Genesis
Chamber and upon learning Superman has not killed Batman, calls Anatoli. He is surprised when Batman is on the other line instead and realizes Martha is safe. Lex then executes his backup plan: unleashing an ancient Kryptonian deformity known as Doomsday designed to kill Superman. As the monster awakens, it roars at Lex Luthor before
reaching out to kill him. However, Superman stops his attack and Doomsday breaks out of the Fortress of Solitude into Heroes Park while Lex stays behind. Superman and Doomsday prepare to fight. Superman promptly confronts Doomsday, and the two battle one another, destroying the Superman statue in the process. Doomsday's strength
surpasses that of Superman, but the Man of Steel holds his own, managing to send the monster flying into a building. Doomsday is then shot at by military helicopters, but his body takes it all, adapting and only becoming more durable.In desperation, Superman tackles Doomsday into space. The US President intends to shoot the alien monster down
with a nuclear missile, and it is carried out, despite the protests of Swanwick. Superman defiantly holds Doomsday in place as he sees the missile approach, determined to have the monster destroyed. The resulting explosion is so gigantic, that Batman can clearly see it from Earth's surface.Doomsday's body lands on the abandoned Stryker's Island,
but he is far from dead, as the tremendous explosion seems to have only made the monster stronger, with its body once again regenerating. Batman then attacks it with his Batwing, unleashing an immense amount of firepower, but Doomsday is unscathed and brings the plane down with his heat vision and breath. Before Batman can escape his
crashed vehicle, Doomsday corners him and fires a tremendous superheated torrent at him. Wonder Woman arrives, however, just in time to save Batman, deflecting the beams with her indestructible bracelets, which creates a massive wave of energy outwards.In the meantime, Superman is floating in space, with him being extremely weakened by
the nuclear missile, rendered thin and undead in appearance. Soon, however, he is exposed to radiation from the yellow sun, which reinvigorates Superman's cells, returning him to full power. He then proceeds to defiantly fly towards Doomsday again, sending the monster flying into a gas tank. Superman, Wonder Woman and Batman get in formation
to battle Doomsday. Wonder Woman and Superman then proceed to jointly attack Doomsday in tandem, while Batman tries to expose the monster to kryptonite, which would exploit its only known vulnerability. Wonder Woman soon manages to cut off the monster's right hand, but that only results in a sharp bony protrusion growing back in its
place.In the meantime, Lois is in Gotham, unsuccessfully trying to retrieve the Kryptonite Spear from underwater. Superman is able to hear her drowning, and flies off to rescue her from drowning, helping her retrieve the spear in the process, while Wonder Woman has managed to temporarily restrain Doomsday with her indestructible lasso.
Superman sees that the only way to stop Doomsday is to risk his own life. Hence, he says a tender goodbye to Lois with a kiss, before taking hold of the spear and flying back to the battle scene, exposed to the substance himself in the process. Clark's sacrifice. He stabs Doomsday in the chest with the kryptonite spear, but since the weapon did not
manage to fully pierce the monster, Doomsday is able to stab Superman in return, piercing the latter's chest with his arm bone protrusion. A desperate and mortally wounded Superman uses the leverage to further impale Doomsday with the spear, finally killing the creature, though dying himself in the process. A shocked and saddened Batman
promptly arrives, and retrieves Superman's lifeless body, enveloping him in his own cape, upon her arrival, Diana shoots Lois a saddened look. Upon understanding the message entailed; Ms. Lane was devastated, being moved to heartbroken tears. Superman's Memorial in Hero's Park, Metropolis Superman is given a symbolic funeral with an empty
casket in Heroes Park in Metropolis, while the funeral of Clark Kent is held in Smallville, with Father Daniel Leone presiding over it, and with Pete Ross and Lana Lang also being in attendance. An after function is held at Martha's home. Lois is in Clark's bedroom when Martha enters. She gives Lois a letter, revealing to her that Clark had intended to
propose to her.Still at the cemetery, Bruce and Diana share a conversation about bringing the other metahumans together, in case a threat of that scale ever should arise, honoring Superman's heroic sacrifice. Diana questions the necessity and inquires why Bruce is proposing it. He replies that it is simply due to a feeling he has that things will
inevitably get worse. Bruce and Diana in attendance at Clark's funeral. Clark's coffin is then shown, with the handful of dirt (scattered on it by Lois) beginning to rise into the air, implying that Superman might still be alive.Ultimate Edition[]JAdditions[]There is a brief shot of the gun being leveled at Martha Wayne's face.During the Black Zero Event,
Bruce Wayne witnessed a teacher leading a group of children through the streets.In Nairomi, the man who was shot in the original version is confirmed to be Jimmy Olsen.To clarify the accusation against Superman in Nairomi, it is revealed that before fleeing, Knyazev and his men murder the warlord's men and the villagers, before immolating their
corpses with a flamethrower (making it look like they had been killed by Superman's heat vision) and escaped before arriving moments later, and the Man of Steel was framed for the murders.The CIA launched a drone to bomb the compound, but the drone was promptly destroyed by Superman when he arrived. This is an alternate take, as
Superman's entrance in the theatrical version just showed him arriving after Anatoli and his men got away.Lois Lane comes to the MCPD where an analyst (played by Jena Malone) studies the bullet for her.It is revealed that Clark Kent first learnt of Batman through going to Gotham to interview Kahina Ziri, where he encountered her neighbor and
warned Clark about leaving before dark "unless [Clark] wants to run into him.", and drew the Bat symbol on a scratch card.In the original version, the newsman depicts that "a Bat brand in prison, essentially means death". Later, the man who was branded by Batman (Cesar Santos) was murdered in the prison by other inmates (as per the
orchestration of Lex Luthor, through Anatoli Knyazev), confirming that Batman was actually sending death sentences, to clarify the motive for Superman's confrontation against Batman.When Lex Luthor visits Wallace Keefe at his home, the latter curses at Lex saying "What the fuck do you want?" Whereas in the original version, he just says "What do
you want?" instead.Superman helps the Paramedics in aiding the survivors of the explosion in the Washington D.C. 's Capitol building.Wallace Keefe's wheelchair is revealed to be lead-lined so that Superman couldn't see it during the Capitol Bombing.Lois investigates Wallace's apartment and figures out that the bomb in his wheelchair was planted
without his knowledge, due to having a fridge full of groceries.When Doomsday was released, the GCPD arrived at the Gotham Port warehouse to aid Martha Kent, shortly before the Batwing appears and flies away.Originally, Doomsday leapt at a helicopter and missed, hitting LexCorp Tower, but in this version he rams through the helicopter,
destroying it.There was a scene where a Swat team infiltrate the Kryptonian Scout ship to find Lex Luthor being taught about the three Motherboxes by Steppenwolf.When Batman visits Lex Luthor in prison, Luthor hints that he's figured out Batman's true identity but won't tell anyone since he's trying to get an insanity plea. Batman tells Luthor that
he's about to be sent to Arkham Asylum in Gotham.Cast[] Ultimate Edition[] Appearances[]Characters[] Locations[] Events[] Items[] Vehicles[] Sentient Species[] Creatures[] Organizations[] Production[]As early as 2002, Warner Bros were considering making a film called Batman vs Superman: Asylum to be released in 2004.[2]Four days before Man
of Steel's release, it was announced that Zack Snyder, David S. Goyer and Christopher Nolan would return to their respective rolesdirector, screenwriter, and executive producer (albeit in a lesser role than in the previous film), for a Man of Steel sequel. Goyer had previously signed a three-film deal with Warner Bros. for Man of Steel, its sequel, and a
Justice League film featuring Superman.The movie was officially announced at the San Diego Comic-Con on July 20, 2013. The film is set for a 2015 release and will feature Superman and Batman meeting for the first time in a cinematic format, with most of the first film's main cast set to return, while a new actor would be chosen to play Batman. Two
tentative titles for the new film, Batman vs. Superman or Superman vs. Batman, were suggested by Goyer during the Superman 75th Anniversary Panel at Comic-Con. Filming will start sometime in 2014 in Toronto, Ontario instead of Vancouver. On August 23, 2013, Hollywood Reporter announced that Warner Bros. cast Ben Affleck as
Batman.Despite the film being primarily concerned with Superman and Batman, the character of Wonder Woman was confirmed to play an undefined role in some capacity. It was announced on 4 December 2013 that Gal Gadot would portray the character in the film. On January 31, 2014, Actor Jesse Eisenberg has been cast as Lex Luthor and
Academy Award winner Jeremy Irons has been cast as Alfred Pennyworth.On March 23, 2021 a remastered version of the film was released in 4K Ultra HD format. There were compression errors in the previous 4K release that Snyder wanted to correct, and a couple scenes were expanded to IMAX 1.66:1 aspect ratio.At Justice Con 2021, a fan-hosted
event focusing on the works of Zack Snyder, Zack revealed that one of the names he was considering for the film was Son of Sun and Knight of Night, but Warner Bros. rejected it.Videos[]Trailers[]Batman v Superman Dawn of Justice - Comic-Con Trailer HDBatman v Superman Dawn of Justice - Official Teaser Trailer HDBatman v Superman - Official
Trailer 2 HDBatman v Superman- Dawn of Justice - 4K Trailer - Warner Bros. EntertainmentClips[]Batman v Superman Dawn of Justice Full Movie Preview Warner Bros. EntertainmentThe Ultimate Fight Batman v Superman Dawn of Justice HBO MaxBatman v Superman- Dawn of Justice - Bruce Wayne Meets Clark Kent at Lex Luthor's Party - - HBO
MaxOther[]Batman v Superman Dawn of Justice B-Roll - Batmobile (2016) Ben Affleck Superhero Movie HDBatman v Superman - Exclusive Sneak HDMusic[] References[] External Links[] Synopsis It's been nearly two years since Superman's (Henry Cavill) colossal battle with Zod (Michael Shannon) devastated the city of Metropolis. The loss of life
and collateral damage left many feeling angry and helpless, including crime-fighting billionaire Bruce Wayne (Ben Affleck). Convinced that Superman is now a threat to humanity, Batman embarks on a personal vendetta to end his reign on Earth, while the conniving Lex Luthor (Jesse Eisenberg) launches his own crusade against the Man of Steel.
Director Zack Snyder Producer Charles Roven, Deborah Snyder Screenwriter Chris Terrio, David S. Goyer Distributor Warner Bros. Pictures Production Co Cruel and Unusual, Warner Bros., Syncopy, Atlas Entertainment, DC Entertainment Rating PG-13 (Intense Sequences of Violence|Action Throughout|Some Sensuality) Genre Action, Adventure,
Sci-Fi, Fantasy Original Language English Release Date (Theaters) Mar 25, 2016, Wide Release Date (Streaming) Nov 25, 2016 Box Office (Gross USA) $330.2M Runtime 2h 33m Sound Mix Datasat, Dolby Atmos Aspect Ratio Scope (2.35:1) Eighteen months after the devastating clash in Metropolis depicted in Man of Steel (2013), Superman has
become a polarizing figure. Bruce Wayne (Ben Affleck), the billionaire vigilante known as Batman, has been operating in Gotham City for nearly two decades and holds Superman responsible for the widespread destruction and loss of life during his confrontation with General Zod. Among the casualties were many employees of Wayne Enterprises,
which suffered when their headquarters collapsed in the chaos. Clark Kent (Henry Cavill), under his civilian identity as a journalist for the Daily Planet, perceives Batman as a dangerous vigilante and sets out to expose him.Meanwhile, Lex Luthor (Jesse Eisenberq), the ruthless mastermind behind LexCorp, views Superman as a significant threat. He
persuades Senator June Finch (Holly Hunter) to assist him in retrieving kryptonite from Zods failed terraforming project in the Indian Ocean. As Finch attempts to block Luthors plans to turn Zods DNA into a biological weapon, Wayne cleverly infiltrates a fundraiser hosted by Luthor, aiming to extract vital data from LexCorps mainframe. However,
the data drive is unexpectedly taken from him by Diana Prince (Gal Gadot), an enigmatic antique dealer who discovers Luthors files on various metahumans, including herself, Flash (Ezra Miller), Cyborg (Ray Fisher), and Aquaman (Jason Momoa). After Diana copies the drive, she returns it to Wayne.When Wayne decrypts the drive, he is haunted by a
vision of a bleak future. In this disturbing glimpse, he witnesses a colossal omega symbol etched into a barren landscape and finds himself leading a group of rebels against Superman. Betrayed by his allies, Batman is captured by Supermans forces, where the Man of Steel confronts him, stripping off his cowl and declaring that he took everything
from him. In a shocking turn, Superman rips out Batmans heart in the vision.Just as Wayne is plunged deeper into despair, a mysterious time traveler arrives, warning him that Lois Lane (Amy Adams) holds the key to thwarting a looming threat and that he must seek out other heroes. Before vanishing, the traveler cryptically states that he has arrived
too soon. As Wayne uncovers Luthors kryptonite research and his inquiries into the other metahumansincluding the immortal warrior Dianahe prepares for an inevitable confrontation.Attempting to acquire the kryptonite, Batman is thwarted by Superman, who orders him to cease his activities. Later, during a Congressional hearing convened by
Finch, Luthor orchestrates a deadly bombing by hiding a bomb within the wheelchair of a man (Wallace Keefe, played by Scoot McNairy) who was paralyzed in the earlier battle. This explosion kills many, including Finch, and, despite Supermans heroics, the public blames him for the tragedy, forcing him into self-imposed exile.With the kryptonite
finally in his possession, Wayne constructs an advanced exoskeleton and weaponry designed to incapacitate Superman. Luthor, not one to sit idle, activates the Genesis Chamber aboard the Kryptonian scout ship, blending his DNA with Zods to create a formidable foe. In a cruel twist, Luthor captures Lois, intending to use her as bait to manipulate
Superman into battling Batmanwho he believes will eliminate Superman with kryptonite.As a conflict ensues, Batman attempts to convince Superman of his good intentions, but their encounter escalates into a fierce battle. In a pivotal moment, Superman desperately urges Batman to save Martha, triggering a flood of memories for Batman, allowing
him to realize Supermans true nature. With urgency, Batman races to rescue Martha Kent, while Superman confronts Luthor, who has unleashed a monstrous creature known as Doomsday, engineered via Kryptonian technology.A fierce battle rages between the heroesBatman, Superman, and Dianabut they are initially overpowered by the
indestructible creature. Recognizing their shared vulnerabilities due to their Kryptonian links, Superman seizes the kryptonite spear and mortally wounds the beast, but Doomsday retaliates, apparently killing Superman in the process.In the aftermath, Luthor is apprehended as Lane exposes his nefarious schemes. During a prison visit from Batman,
Luthor taunts him, revealing that Supermans death has left the world open to greater dangers. A memorial service for Superman takes place in Metropolis, confirming Clarks death, while Wayne, Lane, Martha, and Diana gather for a private burial of Clark in Smallville. As Martha passes an envelope containing an engagement ring to Lois, Wayne
confides in Diana about his plans to create a team from Luthors files to safeguard the world in Supermans absence. In a haunting conclusion, a faint heartbeat resonates from Clarks grave, and the earth surrounding it begins to move, hinting at a surprising return.Now Available On Digital and 4k uhd blu-rayBatman v Superman: Dawn of JusticeMarch
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AnswerYou have no recently viewed pages2016 DC Comics superhero film"Batman v Superman" redirects here. For the Super Caf episode, see Batman v Superman It's On!Batman v Superman: Dawn of JusticeTheatrical release posterDirected byZack SnyderWritten byChris TerrioDavid S. GoyerBased onCharactersfrom DCProduced byCharles
RovenDeborah SnyderStarringBen AffleckHenry CavillAmy Adams]Jesse EisenbergDiane LaneLaurence FishburneJeremy IronsHolly HunterGal GadotCinematographyLarry FongEdited byDavid BrennerMusic byHans ZimmerJunkie XLProductioncompaniesWarner Bros. Pictures[1]RatPac-Dune Entertainment[1]DC Entertainment[1]Atlas
Entertainment[1]Cruel and Unusual Films[2]Distributed byWarner Bros. Pictures[3]Release datesMarch19,2016(2016-03-19) (Auditorio Nacional)March25,2016(2016-03-25) (United States)Running time152 minutes[4]CountryUnited States[5]LanguageEnglishBudget$250325 million[6][7]Box office$874.4 million[8][9]Batman v Superman: Dawn of
Justice is a 2016 American superhero film based on the DC Comics characters Batman and Superman. Produced by Warner Bros. Pictures, RatPac-Dune Entertainment, DC Entertainment, Atlas Entertainment, and Cruel and Unusual Films, and distributed by Warner Bros., it is a follow-up to the 2013 film Man of Steel and the second film in the DC
Extended Universe (DCEU).[10] The film was directed by Zack Snyder, written by Chris Terrio and David S. Goyer, and features an ensemble cast that includes Ben Affleck as Batman and Henry Cavill as Superman, alongside Amy Adams, Jesse Eisenberg, Diane Lane, Laurence Fishburne, Jeremy Irons, Holly Hunter, and Gal Gadot. Batman v
Superman: Dawn of Justice is the first live-action film to feature Batman and Superman together, as well as the first live-action cinematic portrayal of Wonder Woman. In the film, criminal mastermind Lex Luthor manipulates Batman into a preemptive battle with Superman, who Luthor is obsessed with destroying.The film was announced at the 2013
San Diego Comic-Con after the release of Man of Steel. Snyder stated that the film would take inspiration from the Batman comic book series The Dark Knight Returns by Frank Miller but clarified that it would follow an original premise. The incarnation of Batman in the film is different from the character's previous portrayal by Christian Bale in The
Dark Knight trilogy, serving as a cinematic reboot of the character. The film is also inspired by narrative elements from the Superman comic book series The Death of Superman. Pre-production began at East Los Angeles College in October 2013, and principal photography started in May 2014 in Detroit. Additional filming also took place in Illinois and
New Mexico, concluding that December.Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice premiered at the Auditorio Nacional in Mexico City on March 19, 2016, and was released in the United States on March 25, 2016. Following a strong debut that set new box office records, the film experienced a historic drop in its second weekend and never recovered.
Although it grossed $874.4 million worldwide, making it the seventh-highest-grossing film of 2016, it performed below expectations and was poorly received from critics. A director's cut, dubbed the "Ultimate Edition", features 31 minutes of additional footage and was released to home media formats later in 2016. A follow-up, titled Zack Snyder's
Justice League, was released on March 18, 2021, after its original theatrical release on November 17, 2017. In a flashback to his childhood, Bruce Wayne runs from his parents' funeral. He falls into a cave, where a circling vortex of bats elevates him back to the surface. In the present, eighteen months after his cataclysmic battle with General Zod in
Metropolis,[a] Superman has become a controversial figure. Bruce is now a billionaire who has operated in Gotham City as the masked vigilante Batman for twenty years. Having witnessed the battle in person, he sees Superman as an existential threat to humanity.Clark Kent, Superman's civilian identity, seeks to condemn Batman's form of justice in
Daily Planet articles. Bruce learns that Russian weapon trafficker Anatoli Knyazev has been contacting LexCorp mogul Lex Luthor. Luthor attempts to persuade US Senator June Finch to allow him to import kryptonite discovered in the aftermath of Zod's terraforming attempt, so that it can be used as a deterrent against future Kryptonian threats. She
declines, but Luthor makes alternative plans with Finch's subordinate, who grants him access to Zod's corpse and the Kryptonian scout ship.[b]Bruce attends a gala at LexCorp to steal encrypted data from the company's mainframe, but antiquities dealer Diana Prince steals it first; she later returns it to Bruce. While decrypting the drive, Bruce
dreams of a postapocalyptic world where he leads rebels against an evil Superman. He is awakened by an unidentified person, appearing through a portal, who tells him that Lois Lane is "the key" and urges him to find "the others" before vanishing.[c] The decrypted drive reveals Luthor's files on several metahumans across the globe. One is Diana,
who appears in a photo from World War I. Wayne contemplates weaponizing the kryptonite to go to war with Superman.A widely publicized congressional hearing, being held at the US Capitol, led by Finch, is held to question Superman's actions against Zod. A bomb smuggled in by Luthor detonates, killing everyone present except Superman.
Superman blames himself for not detecting it in time and self-imposes exile. In response, Batman breaks into LexCorp and steals the kryptonite. He builds a powered exoskeleton, a kryptonite grenade launcher, and a kryptonite-tipped spear. Meanwhile, Luthor enters the Kryptonian ship and accesses its vast database of technology.Luthor lures
Superman out of exile by kidnapping Martha Kent, Clark's adoptive mother, and Lois, who he pushes off the LexCorp building. Superman saves Lois and confronts Luthor, who reveals that the distrust between Batman and Superman was manipulated. Luthor demands that he kill Batman in exchange for Martha's life. Superman tries to explain this to
Batman, who instead attacks and eventually subdues him using a kryptonite gas. As Batman prepares to deal the final blow using the spear, Superman pleads with him to "save Martha" the same name as Batman's mother. Batman hesitates in confusion, as Lois arrives and explains what Superman meant. Coming to his senses, Batman locates and
rescues Martha.Luthor executes his backup plan: unleashing a monster genetically engineered using DNA from both Zod's body and his own.[d] Diana joins Batman and Superman in their fight against the creature. Batman realizes its vulnerability to kryptonite and Superman fatally impales the creature with the kryptonite spear. Superman, already
weakened by kryptonite exposure, is fatally wounded by the creature before it dies.Following Luthor's arrest, Batman confronts him in prison, warning him that he will always be watching. Luthor gloats that Superman's death has made the world vulnerable to powerful alien threats. A memorial is held for Superman in Metropolis, while Bruce and
Diana attend a funeral for Clark, who was also declared dead. Martha gives Lois an envelope containing an engagement ring from Clark. Bruce tells Diana that he regrets failing Superman and asks for her help in forming a team of metahumans to protect Earth in Superman's absence. As they leave, the dirt atop Clark's coffin levitates.Further
information: List of DC Extended Universe cast members and Characters of the DC Extended UniverseBen Affleck as Bruce Wayne / Batman: A billionaire socialite and owner of Wayne Enterprises who dedicates himself to protecting Gotham City from its criminal underworld as a highly trained, masked vigilante.[14] The Batsuit in this film is made of
a form-fitting fabric as opposed to the armored suits in previous portrayals, and a mechanical suit is also featured which Batman uses in his fight against Superman. On Batman's suit, Zack Snyder commented "I had a really strong idea about what I wanted to do I really wanted to do sort of a fabric-based Batman; not what's become the more normal,
armored Batman. That's how we evolved it."[15] Unlike previous versions who spoke in a deeper voice as Batman, this version uses a voice modulator to distort his real voice. Affleck stated a well known billionaire would likely have his voice recognized. When asked what makes this Batman different from the previous portrayals, Affleck said this
Batman "is a little older, he's a little more world-weary. He's been around the block once or twice so he's a little wiser but he's definitely more cynical and a little darker and more jaded", adding that Batman has gotten "more exposed to the violence and the criminal element of that world over time."[16] The film's Batman was influenced by Frank
Miller's The Dark Knight Returns, which shows Batman in his 50s. Snyder said, "I definitely wanted an older Batman. I wanted a war-weary Batman. That's why, in a lot of ways, Ben was really perfect for me we kind of aged him a little bit. It worked really great. I'm really excited about the Batman we created."[15] On Affleck's casting as Batman,
Snyder said, "Ben provides an interesting counterbalance to Henry's Superman. He has the acting chops to create a layered portrayal of a man who is older and wiser than Clark Kent and bears the scars of a seasoned crime fighter, but retain the charm that the world sees in billionaire Bruce Wayne."[17] Affleck praised Snyder for tackling the impact
of the destruction caused in Metropolis in the previous installment, saying, "One of the things I liked was Zack's idea of showing accountability and the consequences of violence and seeing that there are real people in those buildings", adding, "And in fact, one of those buildings was Bruce Wayne's building so he knew people who died in that Black
Zero event".[18] Brandon Spink portrays a young Bruce Wayne.[19]Henry Cavill as Clark Kent / Superman: A Metropolis-based Kryptonian survivor and a journalist for the Daily Planet who uses his extraterrestrial abilities to protect humanity. Superman's suit in Batman v Superman is somewhat similar to that in Man of Steel, but with enhanced, high-
tech-style surface detail and a shinier, more metallic-looking cape.[20] A quote written in Kryptonian was added into Superman's symbol which says "Where we had thought to stand alone, we will be with all the world".[21] The film addresses the destruction caused by Superman and Zod in Metropolis, a part of Man of Steel that was criticized for
being too extensive for Superman, to which Snyder responded "I was surprised because that's the thesis of Superman for me, that you can't just have superheroes knock around and have there be no consequences".[18] On what the public perception of Superman is in the film, Cavill said "In this movie, everyone has split into different directions as to
how they feel about this alien", adding, "Some people love him, some hate him. Other people fear him. Is he a tyrant?"[22] When asked how Superman has evolved since Man of Steel, Cavill said "Superman himself isn't that different. He does, however, have to deal with a new set of problems because he's now been revealed to the world. This film is
more about how the world in general and Batman in particular sees this alien, and less about the evolution of Superman." Cavill described Superman and Batman as being the "two sides of the same coin. They have the same goal, but use very different methods to achieve it. Understandably, that leads them to clash with one another, and their conflict
is a historic moment."[23]Amy Adams as Lois Lane: A reporter for the Daily Planet and love interest of Clark Kent.[24][25] About her role, Adams stated that "Lois is still sort of like the key to the information. She's the girl going out and getting it and figuring it out and putting it together and all of that, so she's very much involved."[26] When asked
on her thoughts on portraying Lois Lane in the film, Adams replied "I love that she's fearless. I'm not that way so it's really fun that she really is not afraid of the consequences." On Lois Lane and Clark Kent's relationship in the film, Adams said, "What's great about this is that, as far as the relationship with Lois and Clark goes, when we meet them
you can tell that they've been in a relationship for while," further explaining, "So it was great to get to develop that sort of intimacy and that sort of friendship that I've developed with Henry, to get to bring that to the screen."[27] She also described Clark Kent as being Lois Lane's connection to humanity and said, "She may have some tunnel vision,
but she's got a job and moral standards. [When] we met her before, she would do anything to get the story now Clark has instilled some faith in humanity in her. Her relationship with Clark is the closest thing she has to anything faith-based, you know? Although moving in with Clark brings issues."[28]]esse Eisenberg as Lex Luthor: An eccentric
young businessman and hereditary CEO of LexCorp who is obsessed with defeating Superman.[29][30] Luthor is usually depicted as bald in the comics while the film's version of Luthor depicts him with hair throughout the majority of the film. When speaking about his portrayal of Luthor compared to previous portrayals, Eisenberg said, "When you're
doing a movie like this and playing a character that's already been played, the further away it is from those previous incarnations the better", adding, "Because chances are, especially with a guy like Gene Hackman or Kevin Spacey, you're not going to get favorably compared." Eisenberg explained his character's background as having "a core of
reality", saying, "[Luthor] has a backstory that's tragic and an emotional inner life that's authentic. That's in the movie. It was my interest in playing the character with a real emotional core, and this writer, Chris Terrio's interest in creating a character that seemed viable in reality." On Luthor's behavior and attitude towards Superman, Eisenberg
said, "He is a narcissist of the first order but complicated in that way as well in that he is terribly troubled and competitive and vengeful. He looks at Superman not as somebody to destroy but as genuine threat to humanity."[31] Eisenberg described his role as Lex Luthor as his most advantageous role yet, saying, "In a lot of ways Luthor is more of a
stretch than any character you would do in an independent movie, which is normally the place you stretch. So in that way it was not at all compromised. If anything it was the best, most advantageous role I've ever been given. The opportunity to do an interesting character on a movie of that scale is incredibly rare."[32] Eisenberg describes a theme in
the film, saying, "It raises the question of how one man can have so much power. These are the kind of things that we talk about authoritarian states. They're addressing geopolitics in this movie and not in a way that's pretentious or esoteric".[33]Diane Lane as Martha Kent: Clark's adoptive mother.[24] On her role as Superman's mother, Lane stated,
"T always said if I had a son that would be the ultimate test. Raise a good man there's something noble about that." When asked on her experience working with Zack Snyder on Batman v Superman, Lane said she was impressed by Snyder's imagination and added, "Who gets offered the opportunity to bring such things to the screen for millions of
people? That's tremendous. It's an honor and a burden, and I can't imagine shouldering that load."[34] On Martha Kent's support for her son Superman, Lane stated, "I think that she's reminding him he does have a choice", further explaining, "He doesn't have to be yoked to this destiny. He can actually feel the pleasure of making the choice."
[35]Laurence Fishburne as Perry White:The editor-in-chief of the Daily Planet and Clark and Lois' boss.[24] When asked about reprising his role in the film, Fishburne said, "I was happy to come back to the character. I got really excited when I read it and I saw what was at the center at the movie, which was this huge fight between these two titans."
[36] On Perry White's role in the film, Fishburne said, "He's dealing with the fact that his medium looks like it's going the way of the dinosaurs, so that's a difficult position to be in", adding, the "good news is he's got a great reporter like Lois Lane and a new great reporter like Clark Kent who are interested and hungry to do the job."[37] Describing
Perry White's working relationship with Lois Lane, Fishburne stated, "She's my favorite child and she's my problem child."[38] On his experience filming and his character's interactions, Fishburne said, "It was really just a couple of days in the beginning with Lois, Clark, and Perry. And the rest was just me with Lois, figuring out how to get her where
she needed to go. But the relationships I think were established really well in Man of Steel."[39]]Jeremy Irons as Alfred Pennyworth: Bruce Wayne's butler, chief of security and trusted confidant.[29] Irons described his take on Alfred Pennyworth as being "quite a different Alfred than we have seen so far. Zack Snyder had very clear views about what
he wanted. I would just say he's more hands-on perhaps than just a butler."[40] When asked what makes his Alfred different from previous portrayals, Irons said, "Zack Snyder, the director, wanted to create a completely different Alfred. So I felt I didn't have to carry any baggage from previous ones. It's sort of a reincarnation, if you'd like. I had a
feeling I was creating my own Alfred, more of a man who can actually do anything if he has to."[41] According to Irons, Alfred is "a bit of a grease monkey, and he's very involved in the decisions Bruce makes."[42] On how Alfred would be in the film, Irons stated, "He has an interesting history. He's a very competent man. He's the sort of man I think
anyone would like to be married to. He can sort of do everything: change light bulbs, blow up bridges if he has to."[43]Holly Hunter as June Finch: United States Senator from Kentucky who heads the political argument on Superman and his actions.[44][45] Describing her experience on being in the film, Hunter said, "It was really fun to be part of a
giant, massive piece of machinery, headed up by Zack Snyder, who is thoroughly at home in that uber mega environment. Most people would have a nervous breakdown with that kind of pressure, and he's enthralled."[46] When asked how she got involved in the film, Hunter said, "Zack asked me. He came to me with an offer, and I was like, 'Yeah,
that would be fun.' It's fun to mix it up. I have scenes with Superman. He looks phenomenal. And to see Ben [Affleck, who plays Batman] and Henry [Cavill, who plays Superman] together is quite formidable."[47] On acting in a superhero film, Hunter stated, "Being somebody who's like a theater geek that I am, I can just go right back to Aeschylus and
Euripides and Sophocles. They were writing about gods and goddesses versus humans, and how gods could distort, pervert or help people get what they want. And so, for me, this didn't feel foreign because that was the translation that it went through for me; that was my filter."[48] On her character's views on Superman, Hunter stated, "What is her
problem with Superman? That absolute power corrupts absolutely. When power is acting autonomously, unilaterally with no legislation, with no boundaries, with no law, except for the ones that he deems in his own mind, that can be detrimental."[48] Describing her character, Hunter said, "I thought that, you know, as a senator, she brought her
female-ness to the job in how she listened, in her curiosity, in her ability to evaluate", adding, "[It] felt very female to me."[49]Gal Gadot as Diana Prince / Wonder Woman:[50] An immortal Amazonian warrior who is the crown princess of Themyscira.[51][52] Wonder Woman's suit is made out of chrome-painted polyurethane, and she uses her hand
wraps and sword harnesses.[20] Gadot described her character as having "many strengths and powers, but at the end of the day, she's a woman with a lot of emotional intelligence".[53] Describing Wonder Woman's compassion, Gadot stated, "It's all her heartthat's her strength. I think women are amazing for being able to show what they feel. I
admire women who do." On her thoughts on portraying Wonder Woman, Gadot said, "You know Wonder Woman; she's amazing. I love everything that she represents and everything that she stands for. She's all about love and compassion and truth and justice and equality, and she's a whole lot of woman. For me, it was important that people can
relate to her." Describing her role in the film, Gadot said, "In this movie you get a glimpse of who Wonder Woman is she's being introduced into this DC Comics universe. But we were talking about her strengths, her faade, her attitude. Why is she acting the way she is?" On Wonder Woman's battle scene with Doomsday, Gadot stated, "I remember
after we did that take, Zack came to me and he said, 'Did you just have a smirk?' I said, 'Yeah.' And he asked, 'Why? I think I like it, but why?' '"Well, if he's gonna mess with her, then she's gonna mess with him. And she knows she's gonna win.' At the end of the day, Wonder Woman is a peace seeker. But when fight arrives, she can fight. She's a
warrior and she enjoys the adrenaline of the fight."[54] Gadot also stated "I don't want people to think she is perfect", further explaining, "She can be naughty."[55] On Gadot's casting as Wonder Woman, Snyder said "Wonder Woman is arguably one of the most powerful female characters of all time and a fan favorite in the DC Universe. Not only is
Gal an amazing actress, but she also has that magical quality that makes her perfect for the role."[56] Gadot underwent a diet and training regimen, practiced different martial arts and gained 17 pounds of muscle for the role.[57][58] Gadot was previously offered the role as Faora Hu-Ul in Man of Steel but declined because she was pregnant at that
time; this allowed her to be later cast as Wonder Woman.[59]Scoot McNairy as Wallace Keefe: An amputee employee of Wayne Enterprises who is crippled during the destruction of Metropolis and holds Superman responsible.[60] McNairy describes his character as a type of character who he has never played before and stated "getting into that
thing was definitely something I had to wrap my head around emotionally in order to play that character."[61] When asked if the character was being kept as a surprise until the film's release, McNairy said "I don't know if I'd call it necessarily a surprise. I would say it's a character that lends itself to the story being told."[62] On his thoughts on being
in the film, McNairy stated "Playing in that world with comic books you've been reading since you were a kid, being someone in that world, it's awesome."[63]Callan Mulvey as Anatoli Knyazev: A Russian terrorist who works for Luthor.[44] On casting Mulvey in the film, Zack Snyder stated, "I just had the good fortune to work with Callan on 300: Rise
of an Empire and was very impressed with his incredible talent," further adding, "He's a fantastic actor and I'm looking forward to having the chance to work with him again."[64] On working with Snyder again, Mulvey stated "Zack is such a visionary, so I know it's going to be an amazing project. Talent as a director aside, people really love working
for Zack and being on his sets, which says it all really."[65]Tao Okamoto as Mercy Graves: Assistant to Luthor.[66] On her role in the film, Okamoto said "It was so fascinating. I didn't have a big speaking role. I used to act as sassy girls all the time as a model so that wasn't so challenging to me. But I enjoyed it so much, being mean. I tried to be
mean."[67] On Okamoto's casting, Snyder said "Tao is a striking presence whose beauty is aptly rivaled by her amazing abilities as an actress. I'm really excited to have her joining us on this adventure."[68]Robin Atkin Downes performed the motion capture and voice work for the creature at the film's climax.[13] Although the character is not named
directly, it was revealed later to be that of Doomsday. The role was kept under such heavy secrecy that Downes did not know who he was playing until the second trailer was released.[69] On his role, Downes stated that he was proud to be part of the film and expressed his admiration in helping bring Doomsday to life in Batman v Superman: Dawn of
Justice.[70] Snyder has confirmed Doomsday will return in the DCEU, stating "Well, you have Doomsday, right? He doesn't just crawl out of the ground. He has his own mythology, right? So that has to be explored."[71] Downes has previously provided voice roles for various DC animated films and shows as well as DC video games.[70]Additionally,
Jeffrey Dean Morgan portrays Thomas Wayne in an uncredited appearance and Lauren Cohan portrays Martha Wayne, Bruce Wayne's deceased parents,[72][73] Patrick Wilson (who later portrayed Ocean Master in Aquaman and its sequel) portrays the President of the United States in a voice role, and Michael Cassidy portrays Jimmy Olsen, a CIA
agent.[74] Reprising their roles from Man of Steel are Harry Lennix as Secretary Calvin Swanwick,[75] Christina Wren as Major Carrie Farris,[76] Kevin Costner as Jonathan Kent,[77] Rebecca Buller as Jenny Jurwich, Chad Krowchuk as Glen Woodburn, and Carla Gugino as the Kryptonian Al Kelor.[78] The corpse of General Zod also appears in the
film in a crucial role; however, Michael Shannon did not film any scenes for the film and the corpse was created using the physique of fitness model Greg Plitt and a head-shot of Shannon.[79] Hugh Maguire portrays Jack O'Dwyer, an executive of Wayne Enterprises.[80][81]Ezra Miller, Jason Momoa, and Ray Fisher are introduced as Barry Allen / The
Flash, Arthur Curry / Aquaman, and Victor Stone / Cyborg respectively in brief appearances, which led to their inclusion in the Justice League film.[82][831[841[851[861[871[881[89] Joe Morton appears in a role as Silas Stone, Victor's father.[90] U.S. Senator Patrick Leahy makes a cameo appearance as Senator Purrington, whilst U.S. Senator Debbie
Stabenow also makes a cameo as the Governor of New Jersey.[91][92] Neil deGrasse Tyson, Soledad O'Brien, Anderson Cooper, Nancy Grace, Charlie Rose, Dana Bash, Andrew Sullivan, and Vikram Gandhi appear as themselves.[93] Sammi Rotibi was cast as General Amajagh,[94] while Wunmi Mosaku portrays Kahina Ziri, a woman from Nairomi
who initially testifies to the U.S. Congress against Superman.[95] Jena Malone was cast as S.T.A.R. Labs scientist Jenet Klyburn, but her scenes were cut from the theatrical release, along with Man of Steel characters Coburn Goss as Father Leone, Joseph Cranford as Pete Ross and Emily Peterson as Lana Lang; they were restored for the Ultimate
Edition home media release.[96] Talk show host Jon Stewart has a cameo in the extended cut. To further establish the interconnection between the films of the shared universe, Chris Pine, Sad Taghmaoui, Ewen Bremner, and Eugene Brave Rock appear in Diana Prince's photo as Steve Trevor, Sameer, Charlie, and Chief Napi, all characters who
would appear in the Wonder Woman film.[97][98][99]In the early 2000s, Warner Bros. wanted to reboot the Superman film series with an origin story.[100] In August 2001, Andrew Kevin Walker was hired after pitching the studio an idea titled Batman vs. Superman, attaching Wolfgang Petersen as director.[101] Walker's draft was thought of as too
dark by the studio, who hired Akiva Goldsman to do a rewrite, which was codenamed Asylum.[102][103] Warner Bros. wanted Johnny Depp as Batman and Josh Hartnett as Superman.[104] Filming was to start in early 2003, with plans for a five- to six-month shoot and a release date was set for the summer of 2004.[105] In late 2002, Petersen,
however, put the project on hold to make Troy.[106] In August 2008, the studio's President of Production Jeff Robinov admitted, "Had Superman worked in 2006 (i.e. with Superman Returns), we would have had a movie for Christmas of this year or 2009. Now the plan is just to reintroduce Superman without regard to a Batman and Superman movie
at all.""... after Man of Steel finished and we started talking about what would be in the next movie, I started subtly mentioning that it would be cool if he faced Batman... You're in a story meeting talking about, like, who should [Superman] fight if he fought this giant alien threat Zod who was basically his equal physically, from his planet, fighting on
our turf... You know, who to fight next?... But I'm not gonna say at all that when I took the job to do Man of Steel that I did it in a subversive way to get to Batman. I really believe that only after contemplating who could face [Superman] did Batman come into the picture." Snyder, on how Batman came into the film[107]In June 2013, around the time of
Man of Steel's release, the studio announced that director Zack Snyder and screenwriter David S. Goyer would return for a sequel,[108] with the studio considering a 2015 release.[109] The following month, Snyder confirmed at San Diego Comic-Con that the follow-up to Man of Steel would be Batman vs. Superman featuring Superman and Batman
meeting for the first time on film. Goyer and Snyder would co-write the story, and Goyer would write the script.[24][110] Christopher Nolan was involved in an advisory role as executive producer.[111] Snyder and Nolan considered having Man of Steel share continuity with Nolan's The Dark Knight trilogy, but decided against it. Given The Dark
Knight Rises (2012) ended with John Blake (played by Joseph Gordon Levitt) taking over as Batman for Bruce Wayne (Christian Bale), Snyder agreed that a connection between the two franchises could have "complicated things" for Batman vs. Superman as audiences would commonly expect to see Bruce Wayne slug it out with Superman instead of a
different character using the Batman alias.[112] According to Snyder, the film would take inspiration from the comic The Dark Knight Returns.[113]In November 2013, Snyder clarified his film would not be based upon the aforementioned graphic novel. "If you were going to do that, you would need a different Superman. We're bringing Batman into
the universe that now this Superman lives in."[114] The film also marks the first appearance of Wonder Woman in a live-action, theatrical feature,[50] which Warner Bros. had been developing as far back as 1996.[115] In December 2013, Chris Terrio was hired to rewrite the script, due to Goyer's commitments to other projects.[116] Further
commenting on the influences, Terrio revealed that the film would draw inspiration from Nolan's Batman trilogy, Italian semiotician Umberto Eco's 1972 essay "The Myth of Superman", and the W.H. Auden poem "Muse des Beaux Arts" which contrasts the quotidian details of normal people's lives with the epic struggles of mythological figures.
According to him, "In superhero stories, Batman is Pluto, god of the underworld, and Superman is Apollo, god of the sky. That began to be really interesting to me that their conflict is not just due to manipulation, but their very existence."[117] The Joker and the Riddler were supposed to appear in the film, but Snyder ultimately decided to cut them
from the final script.[118]The film's official title, Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice, was revealed in May 2014.[119] Snyder explained that having the "v" in the title instead of "vs." was a way "to keep it from being a straight 'versus' movie, even in the most subtle way".[120] Henry Cavill later stated, "I wouldn't call this a Superman sequel [...] This
is Batman versus Superman. It's a separate entity altogether. It's introducing the Batman character and expanding upon the universe, which was kicked off by Man of Steel."[121] Forbes noted that although the film originated as a sequel to Man of Steel, it was "revamped into a backdoor pilot for Justice League and/or an eventual stand-alone Batman
movie."[122] As part of a settlement with his heirs, this is the first Batman production that lists Bill Finger as a co-creator.[123] In April 2021, Terrio revealed that his script was never titled Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice, while Snyder indicated that the name of the film was decided by studio executives and that he fought for the abbreviation of
the word "versus" in the title. Potential titles that the pair initially wanted included Justice League: Foundations, Justice League: Rising, and Son of Sun and Knight of Night.[124]From left: Zack Snyder (director), Holly Hunter, Jeremy Irons, Gal Gadot, Jesse Eisenberg, Amy Adams, Henry Cavill and Ben Affleck at the 2015 San Diego Comic-ConHenry
Cavill, Amy Adams, Kevin Costner, Diane Lane, Laurence Fishburne, Harry Lennix and Christina Wren reprise their roles from Man of Steel.[75][76][125] Joining the cast are Ben Affleck as Batman, Gal Gadot as Wonder Woman, Jesse Eisenberg as Lex Luthor, Jeremy Irons as Alfred Pennyworth,[125] Ray Fisher as Cyborg,[87] Jason Momoa as
Aquaman, Ezra Miller as The Flash[85][86] and Tao Okamoto as Luthor's assistant Mercy Graves.[66] Scoot McNairy and Callan Mulvey were cast as Wallace Keefe and Anatoli Knyazev, while Jena Malone was cast as Jenet Klyburn, a character that was featured exclusively in the Ultimate Edition home media release.[44][60][97][126]Dawn of Justice
is Affleck's second film as a comic book superhero; he played Daredevil in the 2003 film of the same name,[127] and was initially reluctant to accept playing Batman, citing that he "felt [he] didn't fit the traditional mold", but he became excited after Snyder showed him the concept and reassured him that the film would be different from Nolan's
trilogy.[128]Snyder cast an older Batman to be a layered juxtaposition against a younger Superman; while "bear[ing] the scars of a seasoned crime fighter, but retain[ing] the charm that the world sees in billionaire Bruce Wayne."[14] Nolan was involved with the casting of Affleck and he was the first actor Snyder approached for the part.[111] Ryan
Gosling, Joe Manganiello, Richard Armitage, Max Martini and Matthew Goode were considered for the role.[129] The director had also discussed the part with Josh Brolin.[130] Christian Bale admitted he wanted to play Batman again after The Dark Knight Rises,[131] though he stated that his Batman does not belong in any other film and he was
never approached by Warner Bros. to play the role again.[132][133] Jason Momoa auditioned for Batman, but was cast as Aquaman instead.[134]On casting Eisenberg as Lex Luthor, Snyder offered, "Having Jesse in the role allows us to explore that interesting dynamic, and also take the character in some new and unexpected directions".[29][135]
Producer Charles Roven revealed that this incarnation of Wonder Woman would use the character's origins from 2011's The New 52 reboot of the DC continuity, wherein the character would be a demigoddess, and the daughter of Zeus. This deviates from the character's original origins, where she was "a clay figure brought to life by the gods".[52]
Olga Kurylenko, Jaimie Alexander and lodie Yung[136] were considered for the role of Wonder Woman before Gadot was cast.[137] Dawn of Justice is Ray Fisher's feature film debut,[138] and the first live-action film to feature Cyborg,[139] whose role originally was to become more significant in future DC Comics films.[140] It is also the live-action
theatrical debut of Aquaman.[141] Snyder almost cast Adam Driver as Dick Grayson/Nightwing[142] and Carla Gugino as Catwoman.[143]The casting of Affleck, Gadot, and Eisenberg was criticized. Affleck's casting caused significant backlash from comic book fans, with multiple online petitions demanding his removal from the role; unlike previous
Batman actors, he was not considered intimidating enough for the role by the protesters.[144] Conversely, PopMatters journalist J.C. Maek III supported Affleck's casting as Batman, stating, "Way back when the news was new I wrote a PopMatters article defending the choice of Ben Affleck as Batman. I'll let that one speak for itself."[145][146] Via
social media, fans criticized Gadot's small frame in contrast to Wonder Woman's warrior-like build in the comics.[147] Responding to this, Gadot stated that she had been participating in various training regimens to achieve a body that stays closer to the source material.[148] Fans also criticized Eisenberg's casting, feeling that the then-30-year-old
was too young for the role, and not physically imposing enough.[149] Upon the film's release, both Affleck and Gadot received considerable praise for their performances, despite the overall negative reception of the film itself.[150][151]Michael Wilkinson reprised his duties as costume designer. He updated the Superman suit from Man of Steel so
that it "feels fresh and right for this installment of Zack Snyder's comic-book universe".[152] The first Batsuit featured in the film is influenced by The Dark Knight Returns;[153] unlike the suits seen in previous live-action Batman films, it is made of cloth instead of armor and is a cast of the physique of fitness model Rossano Rea.[154][155] An image
of the Wonder Woman costume was revealed at the 2014 San Diego Comic-Con, in which the costume desaturates the red, blue, and gold colors that make up the costume of most versions of the character.[156]A second Batsuit was also unveiled at Comic-Con, and unlike the first, it is armored.[157] Aquaman's look in this film shows him "tattooed in
Maori-like patterns"”, and wearing a suit "decked out in shades of gold, black and silver armor".[158] According to the Warner Bros. Studios lot, the next generation Batmobile combined inspiration from both the sleek, streamlined design of classic Batmobiles and the high-suspension, military build from the more recent Tumbler from The Dark Knight
Trilogy. Designed by production designer Patrick Tatopoulos, the Batmobile is about 20 feet long and 12 feet wide.[159] The glasses Cavill wears as Clark Kent are made by British spectacle designer Tom Davies.[160]In September 2013, Larry Fong joined the crew as cinematographer, having previously worked with Zack Snyder on 300, Watchmen,
and Sucker Punch.[161] Initial filming commenced on October 19, 2013, at East Los Angeles College, to shoot an American football game between Gotham City University and rival Metropolis State University.[162] At the end of the month, construction began on the Kent farm seen in Man of Steel for the film.[163] Principal photography involving the
main cast of the film began on May 19, 2014, in Detroit, Michigan,[164] with scenes featuring Gal Gadot as Diana Prince being filmed early on May 16.[165] While filming in Michigan, the production spent a total of $199million in the state.[7] The scene of a state funeral at the Arlington National Cemetery, a tribute by the United States Army,[166]
was actually filmed in Michigan as well, using green screen.[167]Additional filming began in Chicago, Illinois in November 2014.[168] Other locations included the Michigan Motion Picture Studios, the Eli and Edythe Broad Art Museum at Michigan State University, Yorkville, Illinois, the South Pacific, and New Mexico.[169][170][171] Sequences of
the film, including a scene depicting the murder of Bruce Wayne's parents, were filmed using IMAX cameras.[172] The planned shoot in Morocco was shifted to New Mexico due to incidents related to the 2014 Ebola outbreak.[173] Principal photography wrapped on December 5, 2014.[174]Main article: Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice



(soundtrack)Hans Zimmer composed the film score,[175] emphasizing a challenge not to reuse the themes he established with the Batman character from Christopher Nolan's trilogy.[176] Junkie XL, who provided additional music in Man of Steel, also returned for this film, helping to compose the theme for Batman.[177] Originally, Zimmer enlisted
Junkie XL to compose the Batman material, with Zimmer planning to focus solely on the Superman side of the score, but the final Batman theme was written by both composers as a collaboration.[178] Zimmer noted that he had significant trouble in finding a new angle from which to tell the story and after the release of the film, Zimmer announced
that he was retired from superhero films,[179] though he has since retracted this.[180] The soundtrack album of the film was released on March 18, 2016, by WaterTower Music.[181]Songs featured in the film include: "Kang Ling (An Instrument Made From A Human Thigh Bone)", a traditional song performed by the monks of the Dip Tse Chok Ling
Monastery, Dharamshala; "Night and Day" and "Ev'ry Time We Say Goodbye" written by Cole Porter and performed by Richard Cheese; "Shostakovich: Waltz II (Jazz Suite No. 2)" written by Dmitri Shostakovich[182][183] performed by the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra conducted by Riccardo Chailly; and "Amazing Grace" arranged and performed
by John Allan[184] and again performed by the Canadian Scottish Regiment Pipes and Drums and the United States Third Marine Aircraft Wing Band.[185][186]An estimated $165million marketing effort helped promote Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice.[187] At the 2014 San Diego Comic-Con, Snyder introduced the film's first footage intended to
be exclusive to the event.[188] A teaser trailer was scheduled to be screened in selected cinemas on April 20, 2015.[189] However, on April 16, the trailer leaked online,[190] and within a few hours Snyder officially released the trailer to Twitter.[191] At the 2015 San Diego Comic-Con, Snyder and the cast attended to present an initial trailer of the
film. While the teaser had received mixed response, the trailer was positively received by attendees, who gave it a standing ovation.[192] Mark Hughes of Forbes said the trailers "both set the stage for a story about the world's distrust and fear of Superman, Batman's rage at Superman and intention to duke it out with the Man of Steel, and Wonder
Woman's participation in a big fight featuring the 'Trinity'."[193]Warner Bros. Consumer Products partnered-up with "a powerhouse slate of global licensees for a broad, multi-category licensing and merchandising program", including Mattel, Lego, Rubies, Funko, Thinkway Toys, Hot Toys, Junkfood, Bioworld, Pez, Seiko, Converse and among many
other licensees to sell merchandise related to the film.[194][195] Fiat Chrysler Automobiles was also a licensee for the film, offering a special edition Jeep Renegade in exchange for a near-exclusive product placement deal; aside from Bruce Wayne's Aston Martin, all vehicles in the film were either from Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram, or Iveco.[196]
Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice Cross Fire, an original companion novel tied to the film, telling a tie-in story set before the events of the movie, was published by Scholastic Corporation.[197]Also, there are a series of four minicomics found in Batman v Superman-branded General Mills cereals. Additionally, those who purchased Batman v
Superman-themed Doritos Family Fun Mix at Walmart received the comic book prequel Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice Upstairs/Downstairs.[198] Rocksteady Studios released downloadable content for the video game Batman: Arkham Knight that featured the Batmobile and Batsuit from the film.[199]The third trailer debuted on Jimmy Kimmel
Live! on December 3, 2015.[citation needed] It received positive responses,[200] with Scott Mendelson of Forbes calling the trailer a "Saturday morning cartoon nerd's wildest dreams."[201] Molly Driscoll of CS Monitor stated that it looks like the film "will continue the trend of adapting comic book stories as timely tales."[202] Graeme McMillan of
The Hollywood Reporter noted that based on the trailer's content, the film might be the anti-Civil War, referring to Marvel's Captain America: Civil War as "Superman and Batman complete the comic book trope by overcoming their differences to fight a common foe, alongside a third hero, who saves them both that feels the most fresh, especially in
light of the Civil War trailer. While that ended with a showdown between three heroes, this trailer moves beyond that to show three heroes standing united."[203] However, it was criticized for revealing that,[204] with Rob Tornoe of NewsWorks pointing out that this trailer was targeting the "broadest audience" rather than just fans, as studios try to
"maximize a film's opening day box office."[205]An advertisement for the film on Turkish Airlines' Boeing 777-300ER at Istanbul Atatrk AirportWarner Bros. did not buy a Super Bowl 50 commercial;[206] instead, they worked with Turkish Airlines to put together a pair of Batman v Superman-themed airline commercials.[207] McMillan of The
Hollywood Reporter stated that the spots "inform interested parties about the culture, geography and history of Batman and Superman's individual stomping grounds, each one filled with Easter eggs for the comic book faithful and newcomer alike."[208] Jesse Eisenberg's part as Lex Luthor in these commercials was praised, as Dirk Libbey of
CinemaBlend noted that "he matches up well with Bruce Wayne by playing the welcoming billionaire business man. It's a far cry from the somewhat cartoonish villain we've seen in the clips from the film."[207]The final trailer was released to the public on February 11, 2016, which was described as "intense" by Kwame Opam of The Verge.[209]
Mendelson of Forbes felt that Warner Bros. "probably wouldn't have even dropped this one had the prior trailer back in December been received better. So now we have this fourth and final sell, and at least they are going out on a high note."[210] Jonathon Dornbush of Entertainment Weekly said that the footage "works to establish Batman as his
own independent crime fighting force, while also providing a deeper look at his existential struggle against Superman."[211]In February 2016, Warner Bros. and Doritos formed a partnership, creating a website offering fans the opportunity to enter codes found on Doritos purchases branded with the film's logo, and enter to win movie tickets, tech
toys, and a trip the premiere in New York City.[212][213] Warner Bros. also partnered with Omaze to give fans who donated a chance to win "The Ultimate Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice Experience", while benefiting three nonprofit organizations nominated by Ben Affleck, Henry Cavill and Jesse Eisenberg. "The Ultimate Batman v Superman:
Dawn of Justice Experience" offered a fan and their friend the chance to win tickets to the premiere of the film, as well as fly on a helicopter with Cavill or ride in the Batmobile with Affleck.[214] Hendrick Motorsports drivers Jimmie Johnson and Dale Earnhardt Jr. drove cars based on Superman and Batman respectively, at Auto Club Speedway on
March 20, 2016.[215] A tie-in endless runner video game to the film, entitled Batman vs Superman Who Will Win?, debuted March 16, 2016, released by Warner Bros. International Enterprises.In November 2013, Warner Bros. announced that Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice would be released on July 17, 2015. In January 2014, however, the
studio announced that it was delayed from its original release date and moved to May 6, 2016, in order to give the filmmakers "time to realize fully their vision, given the complex visual nature of the story."[216][217] In August 2014, the release date was moved up to March 25, 2016, with a Warner Bros. insider saying the studio was "not flinching" in
regards to the previous opening date being on the same day as Marvel Studios' Captain America: Civil War, but instead stating that March 2016 was a "fantastic corridor" for them.[218] According to sources obtained by The Hollywood Reporter, Warner Bros. considered the possibility of having a 70mm release for the film, which was partially shot in
the 65mm IMAX format.[219]Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice premiered at Auditorio Nacional in Mexico City on March 19, 2016,[220] followed by a New York City premiere on March 20 at Radio City Music Hall.[221] Following the 2016 Brussels bombings, Warner Bros. originally cancelled the red carpet of the London premiere, but decided to
carry on with the premiere for the fans.[222] The film was released in the United States and the United Kingdom on March 25 in 3D.[218][223] It opened simultaneously in North America, China and Japan, the world's three largest film markets, as well as additional international territories,[224] with the exception of Poland, where theaters do not
open on Good Friday. The film debuted simultaneously across 30,000 screens in nearly every major foreign territory across 61 markets, including China. In the United States, it opened across roughly 4,242 locations, of which 3,500 theaters (85%) were in 3D, 390 IMAX screens, 470 PLF locations, 150 D-Box theaters and ten 70mm prints.[225][226]
[227]The film grossed $166million in the United States and Canada in its opening weekend,[228][229] the eighth-biggest opening of all time, ahead of The Dark Knight Rises' $160.9million.[228] The film had a worldwide opening of $422.5million, which stands as the second-biggest for Warner Bros. and the fourth-biggest of all time at the time of its
release.[230][231] It became the fourth film to have a global opening above $400million.[232] It also had an IMAX worldwide opening weekend total of $36million from 945 IMAX screens, the third-biggest ever, behind Star Wars: The Force Awakens ($48million) and Jurassic World ($44million).[232] However, both inside and outside of the United
States, Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice experienced a notable poor Friday-to-Sunday hold and set a new record for the worst Friday-to-Sunday drop for a superhero movie release in modern box office history with a 58% decline, which was previously held by 2015's Fantastic Four.[233]In its second weekend, Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice
experienced a "historic" box-office drop,[234][235] with an 81.2% decline on Friday that was "one of the biggest Friday-to-Friday drops any blockbuster has ever seen", and an overall 68.4% drop for the weekend despite not "facing any big competition at the box office",[236][237][238] making it the second largest decline for a marquee superhero
title, behind only 2003's Hulk.[234] Brad Brevet, writing for Box Office Mojo, reported that "it appeared Batman v Superman was looking at a drop anywhere from 5868% and it ended up settling in on the wrong side of those expectations."[238] Scott Mendelson, writing for Forbes, said "Whether or not the movie is any good, and whether or not
audiences respond to the picture, is best measured by the second and third weekends...Yes, we're still talking about a $15.35million second Friday and a $50m+ second weekend, but in terms of legs, this film sadly doesn't seem to have any."[239] Continuing this trend, in its third weekend, the film dropped by 54.3% in which Brad Brevet concluded in
a follow-up for Box Office Mojo that "the legs on this one are proving quite short."[240]In the weeks leading up to the film's release, advance ticket sales outpaced The Dark Knight Rises, The Avengers, and Furious 7.[241] Worldwide, it was estimated to gross between $300340million in over 35,000 screens in its opening weekend.[225][242] It passed
the $50million mark in IMAX ticket sales on its second weekend, grossing a total of $53.4million from 571 IMAX screens.[243][244] Warner Bros. US distribution chief Jeff Goldstein described the film's box office performance as a "fantastic result, by any measure".[245] Box office analyst Jeff Bock said "Still, outside of Christopher Nolan's two Dark
Knight movies, and Tim Burton's Batman films when you adjust for inflation, this is the highest-grossing property in DC's bullpen thus far. It tops Man of Steel by more than $200million," and that "overall, BvS successfully relaunched DC's cinematic universe." The film needed to reach $800million in revenue at the box office to "recoup its investment"
according to financial analysts.[246][247][187] Despite surpassing this amount, it was considered "a disappointment" for failing to reach $1 billion.[246][248][249] This resulted in Warner Bros. creating DC Films in May 2016, giving a dedicated executive team responsibility for films based on DC Comics, similar to the dedicated Marvel Comics focus
of Marvel Studios within the larger Walt Disney Studios group.[250] Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice grossed $330.4million in North America and $544million in other territories for a worldwide total of $874.4 million, making it the seventh-highest-grossing film of 2016.[8] Deadline Hollywood calculated the net profit of the film to be
$105.7million, when factoring together all expenses and revenues for the film.[251]Following reports of pre-tickets sales in both the United States and Canada on February 29, many insiders and analysts predicted an opening weekend haul between $120140million for Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice, with projections as high as $185million.[225]
[227][242][252][253][254] However, Warner Bros. insiders were more conservative in their estimates projecting in the lower range of $110million. According to Deadline Hollywood, an undisclosed rival studio box office analyst indicated that if the film is truly pacing in tandem with The Dark Knight Rises, then Dawn of Justice could possibly be
looking at a $180million+ debut.[242] The film also became Fandango's top pre-selling superhero film ever, beating The Dark Knight Rises and Avengers: Age of Ultron, representing 90% of the site's weekend's ticket sales. A survey carried out showed that the introduction of Wonder Woman is a primary draw for moviegoers.[253][255] It pre-sold
around $2025million worth of advance tickets.[253] Dawn of Justice made $27.7million in Thursday previews from around 3,800 theaters which is the biggest of 2016, the biggest Easter weekend preview, the second-biggest for a superhero film (behind The Dark Knight Rises), and the seventh-biggest of all time of which $3.0million came from IMAX
showings, also a new record for Easter weekend.[256][257]On its opening day, it earned $81.59million from 4,242 theaters, including previews, marking the biggest pre-summer opening day of all time, the second-biggest superhero Friday opening and the fourth-biggest opening-day and fourth-biggest single-day gross, with $9million coming from
IMAX showings.[258] Excluding the Thursday previews, it earned $53.89million on Friday which is the fifth-biggest ever.[258] It fell 37.8% on Saturday, which is the second-worst superhero opening Friday-to-Saturday drop, only behind the 40% drop of The Dark Knight Rises.[233] In total, it earned $166million for its debut weekend, setting records
for the biggest March and pre-summer openings,[259] the biggest Easter opening,[260] the second-biggest opening for Warner Bros.,[261] the biggest for a DC Comics property,[262] and the eighth-biggest opening of all time.[229][263][264] Conversely, the film holds the record for the worst superhero Friday-to-Sunday drop with a 58% decline,
eclipsing the previous 48% decline record held by Fantastic Four in 2015.[233] IMAX comprised 11% or $18million of the weekend's gross from 388 theaters which is the fifth-biggest of all time (a record it shares with Age of Ultron) and 3D represented 40% ($68million) of the total ticket sales.[265] RealD 3D comprised $47million of the opening
gross.[263] Premium large formats generated $17.6million (10%), with $3.6million of that coming from Cinemark XD auditoriums from 475 theaters.[263]Following its record breaking opening weekend, it posted the biggest March Monday with $15.05million, a drop of 55% from its Sunday gross. This broke The Hunger Games' previous record of
$10.8million,[266][267] and also the biggest March Tuesday with $12.2million.[268] It made $209million in its first week full which stands at the eleventh-biggest opening week of all time[269] and surpassed the lifetime total Batman Begins.[270] Despite earning $15.35million in its second Friday, the film dropped 81.2% and broke the record for the
biggest Friday-to-Friday drop for a comic book adaptation film, not including $27.7million worth of previews which represented an even larger decline.[271] It fell precipitously by 69.1% in its second weekend, grossing $51.3million from 4,256 theaters (an addition of 14 cinemas) due to poor reviews and mixed word of mouth, establishing itself an
infamous record for the seventh steepest drop for a superhero/comic book adapted film and the steepest decline since the 69% posted by X-Men Origins: Wolverine in 2009, despite facing little to no competition or new wide-releases and having the added benefit of 30% K12 schools off, and 9% of colleges on break, per ComScore.[272][273] The steep
drop also marks the fourth-biggest for a film that opened above $100million (tied with The Twilight Saga: Breaking Dawn Part 2).[244] In its third weekend it was overtaken by the comedy The Boss after falling 54% with $23.3million.[274][275]Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice proved to be front-loaded, failing to generate significant revenue after
its opening weekend/week release. It earned just 1.99 times ($330million) its opening weekend numbers ($166million), which is lower than Man of Steel's 2.28 multiplier.[276] Like other DC films, such as Watchmen, Green Lantern and Man of Steel, it opened to record breaking numbers but then dropped the following weekend onward due largely to
bad critical reception and mixed word of mouth from audiences.[277] A similar result was followed by DC's third superhero film, Suicide Squad released in August 2016,[278] although Suicide Squad became less front-loaded than Dawn of Justice.[279]Internationally, it was projected to open between $180200million; however, Deadline.com pointed
out that these figures were only early predictions pegged to the performance of similar films in their respective territories.[242] It opened in ten countries on Wednesday, March 23, 2016, earning $7million and debuting at No. 1 in all markets on approximately 5,900 screens.[280][281] The following day, the film was released in 38 additional
countries, earning $33.1million on 19,700 screens for a two-day total of $44million.[280] On March 25, it opened in the remaining 17 countries delivering $67.2million in revenue, for a three-day total of $115.3million in 62 countries on more than 30,000 screens.[280] Through Sunday, March 27, it earned an opening-weekend total of $256.5million
from 66 countries on over 40,000 screens, making it the biggest superhero opening weekend of all time, the biggest overall March opening, the second-biggest opening ever for Warner Bros., and the fifth-biggest international opening on record.[232][282] The film's accomplishments also included the second-biggest IMAX opening record of
$18million, behind only Jurassic World which tallied $23.5million.[232] 3D accounted 59% or $149.86million of the weekend gross led by China (98%), Germany (88%), Brazil (81%), Russia (55%), and France (51%).[232] As with North America, the film witnessed a steep decline in its second Friday internationally, falling 72% to $19.2million, with the
biggest decline in the U.K. (77%) and China (87%).[283][284] Its second weekend earnings fell 66% overall to $85.25million.[243] Despite the decline, the film topped the box office for three consecutive weekends.[285]In Mexico, it had the biggest opening day for Warner Bros. and the second-biggest of all time with $5.8million, including record-
breaking midnight showings.[280] It also scored the biggest opening day of all time in Brazil ($3.5million) and the biggest opening day for a superhero film in Germany ($2.8million).[286] Elsewhere, it opened in the United Kingdom and Ireland ($9million), Australia ($2.5million), India ($2.54million), Russia ($1.9million), South Korea ($1.7million),
Japan ($1.2million), the United Arab Emirates and Hong Kong ($1.1million respectively).[280][286] In China, it earned $21.22million on its opening day, including around $1.34million worth of previews, which is the biggest for Warner Bros. and the sixth-biggest Hollywood opening day of all time.[280][287] However, other Chinese sources have the
film open to around $20million.[288][289] In terms of opening weekends, the biggest openings were recorded in China ($57.2million), the United Kingdom and Ireland ($20.7million), Mexico ($18.2million), Brazil ($12million), South Korea ($10.2million), Australia ($9.9million), France ($8.6million), Germany ($8.1million), Russia ($7.7million), India
($6.6million), Spain ($6.1million) and Japan ($4.5million).[232][290] It broke all-time opening record in Brazil and Warner Bros. opening records in Mexico, Hong Kong, India, Malaysia, Singapore, Vietnam, Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Peru, Puerto Rico and Venezuela.[232] In the United Kingdom and Ireland, it benefited from the long Easter
weekend holiday and despite a distinctly mixed bag of reviews in the U.K. press, it posted an opening 14.62million or $20.7million from 612 theaters, a record for 2016 so far and for a superhero title on straight Friday to Sunday, but fell short of The Avengers and Avengers: Age of Ultron, when accounting for previews.[291][292]In Japan, it opened in
third place, behind two local films, Assassination Classroom: Graduation and Doraemon: Nobita and the Birth of Japan 2016.[293] In South Korea, it scored the biggest March opening after opening on a Tuesday and dominating 68.3% of the market share with $10.2million.[294] In China, after scoring the biggest Hollywood opening Friday (behind
Transformers: Age of Extinction),[295] it earned an estimated $57.2million from approximately 16,000 screens in its opening weekend, besting all other DC Comics adaption film just by its weekend haul except for Man of Steel and gave Warner Bros. its biggest three day opening there with $7million coming from 557 IMAX screens.[232][296]
However, the opening figure fell below analysts projections of $7080million.[297] It held the top spot for its first seven days only, after which it faced stiff competitions from local productions,[284] and fell dramatically from then onwards in accruing revenue.[298] As a result, it fell to third place in its second weekend after falling enormously by 78%
to $12.7million, a record for a superhero film.[243][299]It became the Warner Bros.' highest-grossing film of all time in India, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines and Vietnam.[300] It also crossed $100million Latin American markets, making it Warner Bros.' second highest-grossing film there.[300] In total earnings, its biggest markets outside of
North America are China ($95million), followed by the UK ($52.1million), Mexico ($36million) and Brazil ($35.5million).[301]0n review aggregator website Rotten Tomatoes the film has an approval rating of 29% based on 439 reviews and an average rating of 5/10. The website's critical consensus reads: "Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice
smothers a potentially powerful story and some of America's most iconic superheroes in a grim whirlwind of effects-driven action."[3] Metacritic, which assigns a weighted average to critics' reviews, gave the film an average score of 44 out of 100 based on 51 critics, indicating "mixed or average" reviews.[302] Audiences polled by CinemaScore gave
the film an average grade of "B" on an A+ to F scale.[303] It earned "B" from men, "B" from women, a "B" from those under 25 and a "B" from those over 25.[265] According to PostTrak, 73% of audiences graded the film "very good" or "excellent", with a 60% giving it a "definite recommend".[304] BBC News reported that "the film had been widely
praised by fans after its first screening in New York".[305]Lindy West in The Guardian described the film as "153 minutes of a grown man whacking two dolls together", asking "[h]as the definition of 'movie' changed from 'motion picture story that a human wrote on purpose' to '700 only tangentially related 12-second grey and red vignettes'?"[306] A.
0. Scott of The New York Times wrote: "The point of Batman v Superman isn't fun, and it isn't thinking, either. It's obedience. The theology is invoked [...] to buttress a spectacle of power. And in that way the film serves as a metaphor for its own aspirations. The corporations that produce movies like this one, and the ambitious hacks who sign up to
make them, have no evident motive beyond their own aggrandizement."[307] Writing in The Telegraph, Robbie Collin called the film "humourless" and "the most incoherent blockbuster in years".[308] Cynthia Fuchs of PopMatters said, "As you're watching this movie, you might also contemplate your own part, in being swayed into consuming so much
of what you've consumed before", adding, "Wonder Woman remains Batman v Superman's most compelling story, precisely because it's untold."[309] Matt Patches of Thrillist wrote "what Batman v Superman can do, it does, at the cost of coherency and thrills. The movie is bat-shit crazy. A dour, disdainful demeanor, plus a gluttony of complex plot
twists, dissipates most of the contact high."[310] Michael Philips of Chicago Tribune wrote, "A near-total drag, Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice plays like a loose, unofficial quarter-billion-dollar remake of The Odd Couple, in which Oscar and Felix are literally trying to kill each other."[311] On his podcast Hollywood Babble-On, film director Kevin
Smith, a long-time friend and collaborator of Affleck, praised Affleck's performance but panned the film, commenting that it "didn't really have a heart" and was "humorless", arguing that "there seems to be a fundamental lack of understanding of what those characters are about. It's almost like Zack Snyder didn't read a bunch of comics, he read one
comic once, and it was Dark Knight Returns, and his favorite part was the last part where Batman and Superman fight."[312] On a second viewing, however, Smith via his Instagram lightened his stance.[313]David Betancourt of The Washington Post and Scott Mendelson of Forbes praised the film's visual spectacle and performances from Affleck and
Gadot, though Mendelson also called the film "an utter mess of thinly sketched characters, haphazard plotting, surprisingly jumbled action".[314][315] Peter Travers of Rolling Stone called the film "better than Man of Steel but below the high bar set by Nolan's Dark Knight," adding that "Dawn of Justice is still a colossus, the stuff that DC Comics
dreams are made of for that kid in all of us who yearns to see Batman and Superman suit up and go in for the kill."[316] Jake Coyle of Associated Press wrote, "it hurtles not with the kinetic momentum of Mad Max: Fury Road nor the comparatively spry skip of a Marvel movie, but with an operatic grandeur it sometimes earns and often doesn't."[317]
Mark Hughes of Forbes called it "the follow-up to The Dark Knight that many viewers and fans wanted or hoped for", adding that it's "visually stunning, with powerful emotional storytelling and awe-inspiring action spectacle."[318] Andrew Barker of Variety said "as a pure visual spectacle... Batman V Superman ably blows the hinges off the multiplex
doors."[319] Charles Koplinski of the Illinois Times called it "a brooding, but most importantly intelligent take on the seminal figures of our 20th century pop culture mythology, a movie that at once pays tribute to these characters' roots while offering up modern incarnations of them that ring true for our times."[320] Nicolas Barber of the BBC called
the film "a four-star epic" praising Affleck's performance as Batman and the visual grandeur of Fong's cinematography.[321] Jordan Hoffman of The Guardian gave an ambivalent review; he especially criticized the "very bad writing", but conceded "there are a lot of moments... that work" and praised Affleck and Gadot's performances, calling Gadot as
Wonder Woman the best thing in the film.[322]Multiple commentators criticized Eisenberg on the grounds that his interpretation of Lex Luthor hewed too close to character traits associated with another DC Comics villain, the Joker.[323] Even before the film was released, Affleck compared Eisenberg's performance to that of Heath Ledger in The
Dark Knight.[324] Once the film came out, critics lambasted Eisenberg's take on Luthor. Sonny Bunch of The Washington Post lamented that "As the film progresses, Lex degenerates into a gibbering mad man, some strange mix of the Riddler and the Joker with a little bit of Mark Zuckerberg added for flair."[325] Charlie Jane Anders of Gizmodo
wrote that "Someone clearly told Jesse Eisenberg that this movie is the Dark Knight to Man of Steel's Batman Begins, and he's doing his damndest to give a Heath Ledger-esque performance... Watching the trailers, I had thought Eisenberg's loopy acting might be this movie's saving grace but a concentrated dose of his faux mania actually turns out to
be the worst thing." Andy Scott of Grunge, in an article titled "How Jesse Eisenberg Ruined Batman v Superman," wrote that "Eisenberg's speech patterns and mannerisms felt almost entirely lifted from Ledger's iconic performance, to the point where he walked the dangerous grey line between respectful homage and downright thievery."[326]
Eisenberg responded to the critiques by saying he attempted to "make these people real and relatable and interesting and engaging, not just, you know, a surface bad person."[327]Writer Chris Terrio said the decision to remove 30 minutes for the theatrical cut was an act of sabotage.[328] In June 2018, Mise-en-scne: The Journal of Film & Visual
Narration published the article "Applying Suspense to Archetypal Superheroes: Hitchcockian Ambiguity in Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice," which argued that the film "warrants analysis as a particularly ambitious development within the evolving superhero genre. It applies a remarkable amount of Hitchcockian thrills to a story pitting two
protagonists against one another within a villain's conspiracy to create the first live-action Hitchcockian superhero thriller featuring branded, culturally established characters. By displacing its protagonists from their inherently justified positions, it creates a critical moral ambiguity that directly deconstructs the assumptions at the heart of Western
society's two most archetypal superheroes."[329]In 2023, Director Zack Snyder dives into why audiences and critics didn't engage with Batman v Superman:I think that probably is what caused the movie to be so polarizing. I think, and maybe I'm wrong, but I feel like a lot of people went into the movies for going like, "Oh, its the superhero romp,
right? Let's have fun with it." And we gave them this sort of hardcore deconstructivist, heavily layered, experiential modern mythological superhero movie that needs ... that you really need to pay attention to. That was not cool [for them]. That's not something anyone wanted to do. They were like, "What? No! Thats exhausting. How about, why do they
fight at night?" I hate that.Zack Snyder[330]List of awards and nominationsAwardCategoryRecipient(s)ResultRef.Critics' Choice AwardsBest Actress in an Action MovieGal GadotNominated[331]Golden Raspberry AwardsWorst PictureCharles Roven and Deborah SnyderNominated[332][333]Worst DirectorZack SnyderNominatedWorst
ScreenplayChris Terrio and David S. GoyerWonWorst ActorBen AffleckNominatedHenry CavillNominatedWorst Supporting ActorJesse EisenbergWonWorst Screen ComboBen Affleck and Henry CavillWonWorst Prequel, Remake, Ripoff or SequelBatman v Superman: Dawn of JusticeWonNickelodeon Kids' Choice AwardsFavorite MovieBatman v
Superman: Dawn of JusticeNominated[334]Favorite Movie ActressAmy AdamsNominatedFavorite Movie ActorBen AffleckNominatedHenry CavillNominatedFavorite Butt-KickerBen AffleckNominatedHenry CavillNominatedFavorite FrenemiesBen Affleck and Henry CavillNominatedPeople's Choice AwardsFavorite Action MovieBatman v Superman:
Dawn of JusticeNominated[335]Saturn AwardsBest Comic-to-Film Motion PictureBatman v Superman: Dawn of JusticeNominated[336]Teen Choice AwardsTeen Choice Award for Choice Movie - Sci-Fi/FantasyBatman v Superman: Dawn of JusticeNominated[337]Choice Movie Actor: Sci-Fi/FantasyHenry CavillNominatedBen AffleckNominatedChoice
Movie Actress: Sci-Fi/FantasyAmy AdamsNominatedChoice Movie: Scene StealerGal GadotNominatedChoice Movie: VillainJesse EisenbergNominatedChoice Movie: LiplockHenry Cavill and Amy AdamsNominatedGolden Trailer AwardsMost Original PosterWarner Bros. PicturesWon[338][339]Batman v Superman has been interpreted as an allegory
about contemporary American politics, particularly America's response to 9/11.[3401[341][342]1[343][344]1[345]Writing for The Commercial Appeal, John Beifuss noted the similarities between the Metropolis battle at the beginning of the film and 9/11: "The idea is that just as 9/11 had a transformative existential impact on the psyche of America, the
battle of Metropolis and the subsequent realization that an all-powerful alien could destroy his adopted planet with ease has altered human consciousness, creating new standards of morality and levels of fear "the feeling of powerlessness that turns good men cruel," in the words of Wayne's butler, Alfred (Jeremy Irons)."[342] He says that Batman
comes out of the Metropolis battle scene as "a changed and even more deranged man."[342]Kofi Outlaw of ComicBook.com interpreted the allegory as Batman representing "the right-wing hawk reaction to 9/11... an America that prefers security over civil liberties; the Bush-era mentality of stopping threats pro-actively before they can threaten close
to home".[341] Meanwhile, Superman, Outlaw writes, represents "the more left-wing, liberal, American ideal", while Luthor represents "insidious opportunists who exploited (and still exploit) the turmoil of a post-9/11, war-torn, world for personal gain."[341] Outlaw suggests that the scene where Batman and Superman find common ground in their
mothers is parallel to the notion that conflicting political ideologies still have similarities.[341]Writing for Screen Rant, Andrew Dyce wrote "Bruce has, like so many political figures and nations, given up the moral high ground, rationalized his extreme methods as necessary, identified an enemy he does not seek to understand, and abandoned the
spirit, if not the explicit values upon which his country rather, upon which his mission was founded."[345]Writing for Vice, Kaleem Aftab wrote that the film "was intended as an unpleasant lambast of the government and the popular reaction to 9/11."[343] He compared Superman's character to the Muslim American experience, concluding that the
film "is a condemnation of what America is becoming, a place where immigrants, especially those unfairly tainted because of the mass destruction caused by a few, are no longer part of a viable American dream."[343]Writing for The New Yorker, Richard Brody analyzed the allegory differently: Batman, according to Brody, represents the Democratic
Party, whereas Superman represents the Republican Party. Brody feels this notion is supported by the fact that Batman's eyes glow blue when he is wearing the exoskeleton and Superman's glow red when he uses his heat vision.[340] Brody criticized this allegory as "salacious" for suggesting that the Democratic Party allies itself with evil, which he
says "has no relationship to contemporary politics".[340] However, he called it "a powerful metaphor" for suggesting "there'd be much less of an urge to find a superheroor to magnify demagogues who pretend to be oneif politicians merely did their jobs competently and sensitively."[340]Mark Hughes writing for Forbes notes that the film inverts the
politics of The Dark Knight Returns by having Superman as the outsider character who is questioned by the government and media. He writes "This is a reversal of sorts from the comic, where Superman represents the establishment perspective while Batman is the outcast under constant press, public, and government scrutiny."[344] He also noted
how Batman sees Superman as human for the first time during the Martha scene: "he's never looked at Superman as a real person or as a man before. Then suddenly Superman is vulnerable, he has a regular guy's name and a woman who loves him crying over him, and a mom his last words are basically "save my mother." We see, very emotionally,
how Batman realizes what he's doing and that he's the bad guy, a painful but very human revelatory moment."[344]Richard Newby writing for The Hollywood Reporter, wrote the Martha scene "is Bruce's opportunity to reconnect with his own humanity and the humanity of Superman. Batman doesn't end the fight because their mothers have the same
name, but because he recognizes Superman as someone with a mother, and thus a human, despite his alien origins. The battle against Superman is ultimately Bruce's realization that he can be better and reconnect with humanity again. It's not a redemption, or a full change, as he does kill mercenaries at the warehouse in the following scene, but it is
a start."[346]Ben Affleck said he liked the "idea of showing accountability and the consequences of violence and seeing that there are real people in those buildings", with the scene of Bruce Wayne at the battle of Metropolis.[347]An extended cut of the film dubbed the "Ultimate Edition" was released on home media platforms, alongside the theatrical
cut. This version is longer by 31 minutes,[348] and received an R rating from the Motion Picture Association of America, for more violence than the PG-13 rated theatrical cut.[98]1[349] Upon the release of the Ultimate Edition, critics noted that the film would have likely been better received with the additional footage.[350][351] Mark Hughes of
Forbes stated that "while not everyone changed their 'hated it' ratings to 'loved it' after viewing the new 3-hour edit of the film, it appears most so far are declaring the longer version a big improvement, moving the film out of the 'bad' column and into the 'good.'".[352] He also stated that the film's reputation would improve with future retrospect, and
with the director's cut, "that process got underway even faster than [he] expected when the ultimate edition got its one-night theatrical release."[352] Ben Kendrick of Screen Rant stated that while it was more "intelligible", character portrayal was not "fundamentally changed" and "for viewers who didn't like Man of Steel or Batman v Superman for
larger reasons, such as tone, approach, and the darker characterization of DC's most iconic heroes, the Ultimate Edition is only a longer... version of a film that... is likely to remain divisive, even if the final product is a better film."[353] Phil Owens of TheWrap called it an improvement upon the original cut, writing, "Lo and behold somehow Batman v
Superman: Dawn of Justice has become something that approaches a functional movie. In the process, it only makes the original cut even more inexplicable and terrible."[354]0n the home video sales chart, the film debuted in first place for the week ending July 24, 2016.[355] In the United States, it made $23.4million in DVD sales and $58.9million in
Blu-ray sales, for an estimated total of $82.4million.[356] The film was the seventh best-selling video title of 2016.[357]Despite being shot partially on IMAX film and released to IMAX theaters with select scenes in either 1.43:1 or 1.90:1, the initial Blu-ray release only featured the fixed 2.39:1 aspect ratio that was used for non-IMAX screenings.
However, on December 12, 2020, Snyder revealed that he is working to restore the IMAX ratio to the film for an upcoming re-release in 2021.[358] On March 4, 2021, Warner Bros. announced that a remastered version of the Ultimate Edition (with the IMAX scenes presented in their original aspect ratio of 1.43:1) would be released on to digital
platforms and HBO Max on March 18, 2021 (the same day Zack Snyder's Justice League was released), and would also be released on Ultra HD Blu-ray several days later on March 23.[359]" As depicted in Man of Steel (2013)” As seen first in Man of Steel (2013)™ Although the character is never explicitly identified in the film, producer Deborah
Snyder has confirmed that he is the Flash traveling back in time, played by Ezra Miller, who is credited as the Flash in the Ultimate Edition.[11]”~ While never identified on-screen or in the credits, beyond Luthor telling Superman the creature is "your doomsday",[12] actor Robin Atkin Downes has identified the character as Doomsday.[13]" ab c d
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tumbles from her tower and a little empire-building as well. (The movie all but hits the pause button for about five minutes to lay the groundwork for sequels to come.)And what of the titles promised skirmish? That face-off between two comics legends becomes but one in a series of big things bashing into other big things, which is what Snyder and
writers Chris Terrio and David S. Goyer mistake for storytelling. The trio do manage to cough up an acceptable number of ooh-thats-cool moments, and fans who will be satisfied with those will be satisfied with those, but any other ideas and characters the movie might offer get lost in the rubble. The best notions in Batman v Superman come from
elsewhere in the comics universe Alan Moores Watchmen (which Snyder unsuccessfully attempted to adapt in 2009) offered the concept that our world with superheroes in it would very quickly cease to be recognizable as our world, and Frank Millers The Dark Knight Returns gave us an older, more bitter Batman who would fight the Last Son of
Krypton using high-tech armor laced with more than a touch of Kryptonite. This may be the first time that an on-screen Superman (Henry Cavill, resuming his duties from Snyders Man of Steel) has been asked to testify before Congress, but much of the film revolves around the publics mixed response to this alien savior, who does great deeds but also
leaves disaster in his wake. BvS opens with the previous films climax, as we see Bruce Wayne (Ben Affleck) speed through the streets of Metropolis as the Wayne Financial building collapses, part of the massive collateral damage fromSupermans battle with General Zod (Michael Shannon). Bruce/Batman tries to figure out a way to keep Superman in
check, but so does gazillionaire Lex Luthor (Jesse Eisenberg, in manic Mark Zuckerberg mode), and theyve both got their eye on a chunk of Kryptonite found in the wreckage of Zods spaceship in the Indian Ocean. Luthor, of course, has more nefarious plans afoot, but hes being spied upon by both Bruce and the mysterious Ms. Prince (Gal Gadot),
whos definitely more than she seems. Thank goodness Ms. Prince turns out to be Wonder Woman, who injects some real vitality into the sludgy superhero sameness. Its also worth nothing that shes the one female character, with the possible exception of Soledad OBrien playing herself, who isnt used in the film as a pawn or hostage, which is about all
we get from Amy Adams Lois Lane (whos apparently as addicted to stilettos as Bryce Dallas Howard in Jurassic World), Diane Lanes Martha Kent or Holly Hunters all-too-brief turn as a Kentucky senator who squares off against Luthor.You can feel Batman v Superman occasionally reaching out towardmore than what its corporate interests have
dictated there are a few minutes of Affleck and Gadot verbally one-upping each other at a swanky society party, promising a sexy caper movie that never emerges, and Luthor occasionally stops being a cartoon when Eisenberg commits to some speeches about the nature of man and his gods, and how a being can be all-good or all-powerful, but never
both. Such moments are fleeting, however, and are mere filigree on Snyders real agenda of blowing stuff up. As in Man of Steel, great swaths of real estate get obliterated by our protagonists, but it would appear that he heard the criticism that the previous film glibly traded on the horrors of 9/11 by showing ash-covered survivors crawling out of the
ruins of Metropolis. This time, theres always a supporting character (or Anderson Cooper) to tell us that the big bad battle is taking place in an area with no innocent bystanders.Theres an effort to contrast Cavills relatively wide-eyed Kal-El with Afflecks more cynical Bruce Wayne, a 20-year veteran of the war on the streets, but the movie relies more
on our collective knowledge of these characters (and on two actors doing their best to squeeze some juice out of this script) than on dialogue and characterization. Jeremy Irons seems to be in a movie of his own as Alfred, but his asides and eye-rolls over his boss behavior land in a way that the heroes big moments never do. The whole enterprise
comes wrapped up in the usual trappings, including a bombastic score by Hans Zimmer and Junkie XL that could use a lot more Drang and a lot less Sturm. An army of effects wizards make the impossible plausible, but during one of the several climactic engagements, Snyder allows the battle to descend to Michael Bay levels of visual cacophony,
where one cant be entirely sure who is doing what to whom, and how, and where all those beams of light are coming from.The DC Comics Cinematic Universe train has now officially left the station, but lets hope that someone besides Snyder gets to steer, lest the whole thing jump the track and plow through the middle of the depot. The movie opens
with the climactic battle from Man of Steel seen from Bruce Waynes (Ben Affleck) perspective. Wayne witnesses the devastation caused by Superman (Henry Cavill) and General Zods fight, leading him to see Superman as a threat. Driven by the destruction and loss, Bruce Wayne dons the cape and cowl of Batman. He starts targeting criminals more
brutally, indicating his hardened demeanor due to the events in Metropolis. Lex Luthor (Jesse Eisenberg), a wealthy and power-hungry businessman, manipulates both Batman and Superman, fueling their mistrust and animosity towards each other. He orchestrates several events, including the bombing of the U.S. Capitol during Supermans hearing,
to turn public opinion against the Man of Steel. Batman obtains Kryptonite to use as a weapon against Superman, preparing for an inevitable showdown. Superman, meanwhile, is coerced by Luthor to confront Batman to save his mother, Martha Kent (Diane Lane), who Luthor has kidnapped. Batman and Superman face off in an epic battle. Batman
uses his advanced technology and Kryptonite-based weapons to weaken Superman. However, the fight ends when Superman, on the brink of defeat, pleads for Batman to save Martha, confusing Batman and reminding him of his own mothers name. Realizing they have been manipulated, Batman and Superman team up with Wonder Woman (Gal
Gadot) to stop Luthors monstrous creation, Doomsday. A fierce battle ensues, culminating in Supermans heroic sacrifice to kill Doomsday with a Kryptonite spear. The world mourns Supermans death, and Bruce Wayne and Diana Prince (Wonder Woman) vow to find other metahumans and prepare for future threats, hinting at the formation of the
Justice League.Man of Steel (2013)Justice League (2017)Zack Snyder's Justice League (2021)The film ends on a somber note as Superman is buried. Bruce Wayne and Diana Prince discuss the need to assemble a team of heroes. In the final moments, dirt rises from Supermans coffin, hinting at his eventual resurrection. No, Batman v Superman: Dawn
of Justice does not have any post-credits scenes. However, there are significant teasers throughout the film for future DC Extended Universe (DCEU) movies. This film is a superhero action movie, blending elements of drama and science fiction. It sets the stage for the broader DC Extended Universe. Ben Affleck as Bruce Wayne / BatmanHenry Cavill
as Clark Kent / SupermanGal Gadot as Diana Prince / Wonder Woman]esse Eisenberg as Lex LuthorAmy Adams as Lois LaneDiane Lane as Martha KentLaurence Fishburne as Perry WhiteJeremy Irons as Alfred PennyworthHolly Hunter as Senator Finch Hans Zimmer and Junkie XL (Tom Holkenborg) composed the films score. Their music adds a
dramatic and intense atmosphere, featuring memorable themes for Batman, Superman, and Wonder Woman. Detroit, Michigan: Many urban scenes, including Gotham City and Metropolis.Chicago, Illinois: Additional urban scenes and the Wayne Financial building destruction sequence.New Mexico: Desert scenes.Michigan Motion Picture Studios:
Various interior shots.These locations contributed to the films gritty and realistic aesthetic.The Flash (2023)Before Sunset (2004)Before Midnight (2013)Saturn Awards: Nominated for Best Comic-to-Film Motion Picture.Critics Choice Awards: Nominated for Best Action Movie, Best Actor in an Action Movie (Ben Affleck), and Best Actress in an Action
Movie (Gal Gadot).Razzie Awards: Nominated for Worst Picture, Worst Actor (Ben Affleck and Henry Cavill), Worst Supporting Actor (Jesse Eisenberg), and Worst Screen Combo.Ben Afflecks Batman was heavily influenced by Frank Millers The Dark Knight Returns comic series.Gal Gadot trained extensively in martial arts and sword fighting for her
role as Wonder Woman.Jesse Eisenbergs portrayal of Lex Luthor was intended to be a modern, eccentric take on the character.Comics: Heavily inspired by Frank Millers The Dark Knight Returns and elements from The Death of Superman.Biblical References: Supermans storyline is often paralleled with Jesus Christ, especially in his sacrificial
death.Deleted Scenes: The Ultimate Edition of the film includes several scenes cut from the theatrical release, adding about 30 minutes of additional footage. This version provides more context and character development.Comic Basis: The movie draws inspiration from various DC Comics storylines, combining them uniquely for its narrative.Batman
Begins (2005)The Double (2013)Metropolis (1927) The Capitol Bombing: Supermans reaction to the bombing is a pivotal moment.Batman vs. Superman Fight: The highly anticipated showdown between the two heroes.Doomsday Battle: The climactic battle with Wonder Woman joining the fray.Do you bleed? You will. BatmanThe greatest gladiator
match in the history of the world: God versus man. Lex LuthorMen are still good. We fight, we kill, we betray one another, but we can rebuild. We can do better. We will. We have to. Bruce WayneJustice League Teasers: Files on metahumans, including Aquaman, Flash, and Cyborg.Robins Costume: Displayed in the Batcave with the Jokers graffiti,
hinting at a darker past for Batman.Knightmare Sequence: A dystopian future vision, foreshadowing events in Justice League.Ben Afflecks casting as Batman was initially met with mixed reactions from fans.Henry Cavill maintained his physique from Man of Steel and continued intense training for this film.The Ultimate Edition is often praised for its
more cohesive and comprehensive story. Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice is essential viewing for fans of the DC Universe, offering a darker, more complex take on iconic superheroes. The films epic battles, deep themes, and introduction of Wonder Woman make it a significant entry in the superhero genre. Eighteen months after the devastating
clash in Metropolis depicted in Man of Steel (2013), Superman has become a polarizing figure. Bruce Wayne (Ben Affleck), the billionaire vigilante known as Batman, has been operating in Gotham City for nearly two decades and holds Superman responsible for the widespread destruction and loss of life during his confrontation with General Zod.
Among the casualties were many employees of Wayne Enterprises, which suffered when their headquarters collapsed in the chaos. Clark Kent (Henry Cavill), under his civilian identity as a journalist for the Daily Planet, perceives Batman as a dangerous vigilante and sets out to expose him.Meanwhile, Lex Luthor (Jesse Eisenberg), the ruthless
mastermind behind LexCorp, views Superman as a significant threat. He persuades Senator June Finch (Holly Hunter) to assist him in retrieving kryptonite from Zods failed terraforming project in the Indian Ocean. As Finch attempts to block Luthors plans to turn Zods DNA into a biological weapon, Wayne cleverly infiltrates a fundraiser hosted by
Luthor, aiming to extract vital data from LexCorps mainframe. However, the data drive is unexpectedly taken from him by Diana Prince (Gal Gadot), an enigmatic antique dealer who discovers Luthors files on various metahumans, including herself, Flash (Ezra Miller), Cyborg (Ray Fisher), and Aquaman (Jason Momoa). After Diana copies the drive,
she returns it to Wayne.When Wayne decrypts the drive, he is haunted by a vision of a bleak future. In this disturbing glimpse, he witnesses a colossal omega symbol etched into a barren landscape and finds himself leading a group of rebels against Superman. Betrayed by his allies, Batman is captured by Supermans forces, where the Man of Steel
confronts him, stripping off his cowl and declaring that he took everything from him. In a shocking turn, Superman rips out Batmans heart in the vision.Just as Wayne is plunged deeper into despair, a mysterious time traveler arrives, warning him that Lois Lane (Amy Adams) holds the key to thwarting a looming threat and that he must seek out other
heroes. Before vanishing, the traveler cryptically states that he has arrived too soon. As Wayne uncovers Luthors kryptonite research and his inquiries into the other metahumansincluding the immortal warrior Dianahe prepares for an inevitable confrontation.Attempting to acquire the kryptonite, Batman is thwarted by Superman, who orders him to
cease his activities. Later, during a Congressional hearing convened by Finch, Luthor orchestrates a deadly bombing by hiding a bomb within the wheelchair of a man (Wallace Keefe, played by Scoot McNairy) who was paralyzed in the earlier battle. This explosion kills many, including Finch, and, despite Supermans heroics, the public blames him for
the tragedy, forcing him into self-imposed exile.With the kryptonite finally in his possession, Wayne constructs an advanced exoskeleton and weaponry designed to incapacitate Superman. Luthor, not one to sit idle, activates the Genesis Chamber aboard the Kryptonian scout ship, blending his DNA with Zods to create a formidable foe. In a cruel twist,
Luthor captures Lois, intending to use her as bait to manipulate Superman into battling Batmanwho he believes will eliminate Superman with kryptonite.As a conflict ensues, Batman attempts to convince Superman of his good intentions, but their encounter escalates into a fierce battle. In a pivotal moment, Superman desperately urges Batman to
save Martha, triggering a flood of memories for Batman, allowing him to realize Supermans true nature. With urgency, Batman races to rescue Martha Kent, while Superman confronts Luthor, who has unleashed a monstrous creature known as Doomsday, engineered via Kryptonian technology.A fierce battle rages between the heroesBatman,
Superman, and Dianabut they are initially overpowered by the indestructible creature. Recognizing their shared vulnerabilities due to their Kryptonian links, Superman seizes the kryptonite spear and mortally wounds the beast, but Doomsday retaliates, apparently killing Superman in the process.In the aftermath, Luthor is apprehended as Lane
exposes his nefarious schemes. During a prison visit from Batman, Luthor taunts him, revealing that Supermans death has left the world open to greater dangers. A memorial service for Superman takes place in Metropolis, confirming Clarks death, while Wayne, Lane, Martha, and Diana gather for a private burial of Clark in Smallville. As Martha
passes an envelope containing an engagement ring to Lois, Wayne confides in Diana about his plans to create a team from Luthors files to safeguard the world in Supermans absence. In a haunting conclusion, a faint heartbeat resonates from Clarks grave, and the earth surrounding it begins to move, hinting at a surprising return. Last Updated:
November 16, 2024 at 16:52 Zack Snyders version of the Justice League restored many unique aspects of the films that had been unceremoniously dumped, or at least drastically altered by Joss Whedon back in 2017. Perhaps the most striking moment is the opening scene, where a dying Supermans (Henry Cavill) scream reverberates across the
corners of the planet. But the striking scene begs the question: how could Superman, who survived a nuclear bomb, be killed by Doomsday? How does that make sense? In the comics, theres a whole crossover story event named The Death of Superman that spans across several Superman comic book issues. Superman No. 75, in which the Kryptonian
superhero dies at the hands of Doomsday, went on to become one of the best-selling comic book issues ever, selling millions of copies upon its release. In the comic book, Doomsday runs amok, wreaking havoc in cities across America, before making his way to Metropolis. His path of destruction attracts the attention of Superman, who is astonished to
discover that his opponent is much stronger than he is. But our hero still resolves to face the monster, as he could kill millions if not stopped in time. Image via DC Comics Doomsday has acquired an obsessive hatred for Superman and possesses not only the ability to sense a fellow Kryptonian, but instant perception of his target for nullification. The
super-powered duo clashes, then literally beats each other to death. Yep, the Superman, who could face anything and come out unscathed, is punched to death. Thankfully, when Snyder sat down to depict this arc, he ditched almost all of the comic book-style drama, aiming instead to deliver a more succinct, meaningful, and above all logically
accurate adaptation of the epic event, with tangible ripple effects. As DCEU fans already know, almost the entire storyline of Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice is devoted to its titular characters growing animosity toward each other. Because of the rather public and highly destructive battle between Superman and General Zod (Michael Shannon),
the former no longer has the unanimous support of the public, as some including Bruce Wayne, aka Batman (Ben Affleck) begin to perceive him as someone with the potential to use his limitless powers to commit evil. Throughout the film, while Lex Luthor (Jesse Eisenberg) causes mayhem to pit Superman and Batman against each other, the latter
busy getting his hands on the Kryptonite stashed away at LexCorp. He creates gas bombs as well as a spear made of the toxic mineral to weaken the Man of Steel. Towards the end of the film, the two caped vigilantes go head-to-head, and after landing a few solid punches, the usually super-agile Superman is left gasping on the floor, depleted by the
Kryptonite-infused gadgets used by Batman, who then proceeds to severely beat up the fallen hero. Thankfully, just before he decides to kill him with the Kryptonite spear, Superman utters Marthas name, causing Batman to hesitate long enough to give Lois (Amy Adams) time to arrive and clear up the matter. While both embark to stop Lex and the
genetically engineered monster Doomsday, its apparent that Superman hasnt completely recovered from the Kryptonite he directly inhaled. Hes physically weak, and his powers arent functioning at 100%. Although Superman is badly beaten once again during his battle with Doomsday, he manages not only to kick the monster into space, but take the
brunt of a government-launched missile, a last-ditch effort to ensure that Doomsday is killed. But as we know, the beast survives and as he thrives on energy, he only grows stronger after the explosion. Meanwhile, Supermans wounded body is healed by the Sun, or almost. Presumably, with the planet facing the danger of annihilation, the superhero
wouldnt waste time waiting to be completely healed. He probably soars back the second he feels strong enough to face Doomsday.Thus, with his barely-recovered strength, Superman uses the Kryptonite spear to impale Doomsday, who retaliates by capturing him in his hand and driving the spike through Supermans heart. We already know how
Kryptonite weakens Superman; he almost drowns while retrieving the spear from the water in an earlier scene, as the Kryptonite not only strips him of his superpowers, but also causes enough pain to suppress his normal functions. As a result, Superman briefly loses consciousness. While killing Doomsday, Superman uses the aforementioned spear,
holding it close to himself as he flies toward him to deliver the deadly blow. Coupled with the earlier beatings, coming in direct contact with Kryptonite gas, and then being hit with a missile, Supermans exposure to the spear weakens him enough that Doomsdays counter-attack delivers a fatal injury, and the seemingly-indestructible Superman dies.
Zack Snyders Justice League opens on this tragic scene, as the mega-echo of Supermans dying screams awaken the three Mother Boxes in Themyscira, Atlantis, and in Cyborgs apartment, respectively from their decades-long dormancy and separation. This Excalibur moment, so named by Zack Snyder, allows the Change Engines to signal to Darkseid
that Earths mighty protector is dead.Darkseid could now safely invade the planet, without any intervention strong enough to stop him, and ensure that this world will fall like all the others. With his unique Death of Superman arc, Snyder didnt just bring to life one of the most popular story events in DC Comics history, he made it better by providing a
logical reason for Supermans death. Above all, he gave the epic moment a significant meaning. While Lex only tauntingly calls Superman a god, the depiction of his dying moments truly gives him a god-like status. Despite the presence of other heroes, the Mother Boxes consider only Superman the ultimate superpower. As proven in Snyders Justice
League, while the combined prowess of Wonder Woman (Gal Gadot), Flash (Ezra Miller), Cyborg (Ray Fisher), and Batman fail against Steppenwolf (Ciarn Hinds), its only through the arrival of the Man of Steel that they are able to dispatch the danger that threatens Earth. We Got This Covered is supported by our audience. When you purchase
through links on our site, we may earn a small affiliate commission.Learn more about our Affiliate Policy The titans collide as the Dark Knight and the Man of Steel come to blows. Eighteen months after the events of Man of Steel, Batman perceives Superman as a threat to all humanity and takes steps to prepare himself for ultimate confrontation that
he believes will happen. Meanwhile, Superman struggles to find his place in a world that both fears and worships him. However, the duo are soon forced to confront an even greater threat created by nefarious billionaire Lex Luthor.Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice Movie Summary The summary below contains spoilers. In a flashback to his
childhood, Bruce Wayne (Brandon Spink) runs from his parents funeral after remembering the night they were murdered. In his flight, he falls into a cave, where he has a dream that a circling vortex of bats elevates him back the surface. Jumping to the future, Bruce Wayne (Ben Affleck) is in Metropolis during the battle between Superman (Henry
Cavill) and General Zod (Michael Shannon) depicted in Man of Steel. The two Kryptonian refugees cause death and destruction everywhere, knocking down one skyscraper after another. Bruce attempts to get to the Wayne Enterprises building, but it is destroyed. A helpless Bruce looks towards the sky as he sees a threat that needs to be
eliminated.Eighteen months later, Superman has become a controversial figure in the world. Many see him as a savior, while many others, like Bruce, see him as a threat. Billionaire Bruce secretly operates as Batman in Gotham City, eliminating the criminal element for over twenty years. Across the bay, Supermans alter ego Clark Kent seeks to write
an expose on Batmans form of justice for the Daily Planet. However, the Planets editor, Perry White (Laurence Fishburne), tells Clark that no one is interested in the story.Bruce learns that Russian weapon trafficker Anatoli Knyazev (Callan Mulvey) has been contacting LexCorp owner Lex Luthor (Jesse Eisenberg). Bruce begins investigating his
fellow billionaire. At the same time, Luthor attempts to persuade Senator June Finch (Holly Hunter) to allow him to import Kryptonite that was discovered after Zods terraforming attempt in the previous film. Luthor wishes to use it as a deterrent against future Kryptonian and metahuman threats, such as Superman. The Senator declines, but Luthor
makes a separate arrangement with Finchs subordinate who grants him access to Zods body and the Kryptonian scout ship sitting in the middle of Metropolis.And now you will fly to him, and you will battle him to the death. Black and blue. Fight night. The greatest gladiator match in the history of the world: God versus man; day versus night; Son of
Krypton versus Bat of Gotham! Lex LuthorBruce attends a gala at LexCorp with the intent to gather information from the companys mainframe. He is introduced to Clark Kent by Luthor, and the reporter takes an instant dislike of Bruce. Bruce then breaks into the LexCorp mainframe, but Diana Prince (Gal Gadot) steals the data before Bruce can get
to it. However, she returns the drive to Bruce after she fails to access the information on it. While decrypting the drive, Bruce dreams of a post-apocalyptic world where he leads rebels against an evil Superman and Parademons. Bruce is awakened from the dream by the Flash (Ezra Miller), who appears through a time portal and tells Bruce that Lois
Lane (Amy Adams) is the key and urges the billionaire to find the others before vanishing into nothingness. Bruce examines the decrypted data from Luthors files which contains information about several metahumans across the globe, including Diana Prince aka Wonder Woman, Barry Allen aka The Flash, Arthur Curry aka Aquaman (Jason Momoa),
and Victor Stone aka Cyborg (Ray Fisher). The information about Diana includes a photo of her from World War I that shows that she has not aged a day. Bruce sends the information to Diana. Afterwards, Bruce tells his butler and confidant Alfred Pennyworth (Jeremy Irons) that he plans to steal the Kryptonite and weaponize it, if necessary, to fight
Superman.Meanwhile, Superman is summoned to appear before a widely publicized Congressional hearing led by Senator Finch. The hearing is to press Superman on his actions against Zod as well as those involved in saving Lois when she was taken hostage by terrorists earlier in the film. Luthor smuggles a bomb into the proceedings by placing it
into the wheelchair of a survivor of the Superman/Zod battle and former employee of Wayne Enterprises named Wallace Keefe (Scoot McNairy). When the bomb detonates, everyone in the chambers, including Senator Finch, is killed but Superman. Superman blames himself for not detecting the bomb in time and goes into a self-imposed
exile.Elsewhere, Batman perceives Superman as a viable threat and breaks into LexCorp to acquire the Kryptonite to make his weapons. Bruce builds a superpowered exoskeleton, a Kryptonite gas grenade launcher, and a Kryptonite-tipped spear in preparation for his upcoming battle with Superman. At the same time, Luthor enters the Kryptonian
ship and begins accessing the database from technology accumulated over centuries from other worlds. He also begins experimenting on Zods body in the hopes of creating another weapon.With his pieces in place, Luthor lures Superman out of exile by kidnapping Lois and Supermans adoptive mother Martha Kent (Diane Lane), revealing that he
knows Supermans secret identity. He takes Lois to the top of the LexCorp building and pushes her off the side. Superman saves her and returns her to the safety of the ground before confronting Luthor. Once confronted, Luthor reveals that he has fueled the distrust between him and Batman. Luthor demands that Superman kill Batman in exchange
for Marthas life.Superman flies off to confront Batman, who has placed the Bat signal in the sky to alert the Man of Steel where he is. Superman tries to explain to Batman that they have been manipulated, but the Dark Knight presses his attack and subdues Superman by using the Kryptonite gas grenades. Batman prepares to kill Superman by using
the Kryptonite spear, but Superman pleads with him to save Martha. Batman is confused, as his mothers name was Martha as well. Lois arrives during Batmans hesitation and explains that Martha is the name of Supermans mother. Batman comes to his senses and throws down the spear. Batman promises to rescue Martha while Superman goes to
confront Luthor on the scout ship.When Superman arrives, Luthor executes his backup plan, unleashing a monster genetically engineered from DNA from both Zods body and Luthors blood. This Doomsday weapon has all the same abilities as Superman. The Man of Steel cannot get the better of the mindless beast. Batman returns after saving Martha
from execution by Anatoli, but he is helpless against Doomsday as well. Diana sees the news coverage just as she is about to fly out of Metropolis and gets off the plane. She arrives just as Doomsday is about to kill Batman and saves him. The trio fight Doomsday to a near standstill. Superman realizes that the monster has his same vulnerability to
Kryptonite. He retrieves the spear and impales Doomsday with it. However, the creature also impales Superman in its dying moments. Superman is severely weakened by the Kryptonite exposure and dies from his injuries.In the aftermath, Luthor is arrested and imprisoned. Batman infiltrates the prison and warns Luthor that he will always be
watching the madman. Luthor gloats that the death of Superman has made the Earth vulnerable to powerful alien threats. Soon after, a memorial is held for Superman in Metropolis. At the same time, Clark is declared dead, and Bruce and Diana attend his funeral in Smallville, where Clarks body is actually buried. Martha gives Lois an envelope
containing an engagement ring from Clark. Bruce tells Diana that he regrets failing Clark in life and will work to uphold his legacy. Bruce asks Diana to help him find the other metahumans so that they can form a team to protect the Earth. After everyone leaves, the dirt atop Clarks coffin briefly levitates.Additional Film Information Chris TerrioDavid
S. Goyer 152 minutes (Theatrical Cut) 183 minutes (Ultimate Edition) The Dark Knight Rises (Different Franchise)Man of SteelBatman v Superman: Dawn of Justice is a superhero film that features both Batman and Superman, the first major crossover in the Batman Film Franchise and a prelude to the Justice League movie. It is a sequel to Man of
Steel and the start of a shared continuity of projects developed by DC Films. PlotEighteen months after a destructive battle with General Zod in Metropolis, Superman has become a controversial figure. Billionaire Bruce Wayne, who has operated in Gotham City as the vigilante Batman for nearly two decades, sees Superman as a potential threat to
humanity. After learning of Batman's form of punishment, Clark Kent, Superman's alter-ego, seeks to expose Batman via Daily Planet articles. Wayne learns that Russian weapon trafficker Anatoli Knyazev has been contacting LexCorp mogul Lex Luthor. Meanwhile, Luthor tries to persuade Senator June Finch to allow him to import kryptonite
retrieved from the Indian Ocean following Zod's terraforming attempt, claiming he wants to maintain it as a "deterrent" against Kryptonians, but she denies the request. He also makes side dealings with Finch's subordinate and demands access to Zod's body and the Kryptonian scout ship.Wayne attends Luthor's party at LexCorp, where he meets an
antiquities dealer named Diana Prince, and retrieves encrypted data from the company's mainframe. While decrypting the drive at the Batcave, Wayne has a dream of a post-apocalyptic world, where he leads a group of rebels against a fascist Superman. He is snapped out of the dream by an unidentified being who warns him of Lois Lane'scrucial role
in the future, and urges him to find "the others" before vanishing. Wayne later discovers that Luthor is not only experimenting with kryptonite, but also investigating metahumans. One of them is Prince herself, who is an immortal warrior. Wayne admits to Alfred Pennyworth that he plans to steal the kryptonite to weaponize it, should it become
necessary to fight Superman.At a congressional hearing, as Finch questions Superman on the validity of his actions, a bomb planted by Luthor explodes, killing everyone present but Superman. Believing he should have detected the bomb, and frustrated by his failure to save the people, Superman goes into self-imposed exile. Batman breaks into
LexCorp and steals the kryptonite, planning to use it to battle Superman by building a powered exoskeleton, and creating a kryptonite grenade launcher and a kryptonite-tipped spear. Meanwhile, Luthor enters the Kryptonian ship and learns details of its alien technology.Luthor kidnaps Martha Kent, Clark's adoptive mother. He reveals that he has
manipulated Superman and Batman by fueling their distrust for each other. He demands Superman kill Batman in exchange for Martha's life. Superman tries to reason with Batman, but Batman instead fights Superman and eventually subdues him. Before Batman can kill him with the spear, Superman urges Batman to "save Martha", whose name is
also shared with Wayne's late mother. Lane arrives and explains the situation, convincing Batman that Superman is not a threat. Unwilling to let someone else's mother die, Batman leaves to rescue Martha, while Superman confronts Luthor on the scout ship.Luthor executes his backup plan, unleashing a genetically-engineered monster with DNA
from both Zod's body and his own. However, Prince arrives unexpectedly. Revealing her metahuman nature, she joins forces with Batman and Superman to fight the creature. They are soon outmatched by its power, as it can absorb and redirect energy. Realizing that it is vulnerable to kryptonite, Superman retrieves the kryptonite spear. With Batman
and Prince's help containing it, Superman impales the monster, killing it. In its last moments however, the creature fatally stabs a weakened Superman with one of its bone protrusions.Luthor is arrested, and Batman confronts him in prison, warning Luthor that he will always be watching him. Luthor gloats that Superman's death has made the world
vulnerable to powerful alien threats, and that something bigger is coming to Earth. A memorial is held for Superman in Metropolis. Clark is also declared dead, and Wayne, Lane, Martha, and Prince attend a private funeral for him in Smallville. Martha gives an envelope to Lane which contains an engagement ring from Clark. After the funeral, Wayne
reveals to Prince that he plans to form a team of metahumans, starting with those from Luthor's files, to help protect the world in Superman's absence. After they leave, the dirt atop Clark's coffin begins to levitate.Cast ProductionFour days before Man of Steel's release, it was announced that Zack Snyder, David S. Goyer and Christopher Nolan would
return to their respective rolesdirector, screenwriter, and executive producer (albeit in a lesser role than in the previous film), for a Man of Steel sequel. Goyer had previously signed a three-film deal with Warner Bros. Pictures for Man of Steel, its sequel, and a Justice League film featuring Superman.[1] The movie was officially announced at the San
Diego Comic-Con on July 20, 2013. The film is set for a 2016 release and will feature Superman and Batman meeting for the first time in a cinematic format, with most of the first film's main cast set to return, while a new actor will be chosen to play Batman.[2][3] Two tentative titles for the new film, Batman vs. Superman or Superman vs. Batman,
were suggested by Goyer during the Superman 75th Anniversary Panel at Comic-Con.[4] Filming will start sometime in 2014 in Toronto, Ontario instead of Vancouver.[5] On August 23, 2013, Hollywood Reporter announced that Warner Bros. Pictures cast Ben Affleck as Batman.[6] On December 4, 2013 it was announced that Gal Gadot had joined the
cast as Wonder Woman.On May 21, 2014 it was announced that the film would be called Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice.ReceptionBatman v Superman was received negatively upon release, often for its tone and storytelling. Particular criticism has often been directed toward it taking a darker humorless tone and trying to emulate The Dark
Knight. Some have also suspected the film was created solely to compete with the then-popular Marvel Cinematic Universe, which was then 12 films in and set to release a similar film (Captain America: Civil War) around the same time.Performances have been praised, notably Ben Affleck as Batman and Jeremy Irons as Alfred. However, the film
received a lot of criticism from fans for the character's willingness to kill criminals and endanger bystanders. Though this criticism had also been leveled at the character in Tim Burton films' Batman, some have pointed out that BvS's was somewhat hypocritical, as he seemed to target Superman for collateral damage in the film but was also
responsible for a somewhat disregard for the lives of others. Eisenberg's portrayal of Lex Luthor has also been criticized, with many believing that he had been "miscast" in the role and was trying to emulate Heath Ledger's Joker.Criticism was also directed at how the film seemed to take Batman's favor rather than place equal focus on both him and
Superman. It's plot has also been widely criticized as convoluted and mismanaged, often how contrived many of the plot-points felt to necessetate moments, such as the fight itself and Superman's death. Some have also noted that the film seemed to be created specifically simply for the spectacle of the two title character fighting. The setup for the
Justice League in the film has also been criticized, often for their "unnatural" feeling and taking focus away from both title characters to build up a "cinematic universe".Extended CutThe extended cut of the film, which added an addition 31 minutes of time, received slightly more favorable reception, often for adding more cohesion and explaining
Superman's actions better than the theatrical release. However, some have noted that it still is the same film (both in tone and narrative) and was unlikely to change less-favorable opinions.TriviaBen Affleck (Bruce Wayne/Batman) and Diane Lane (Martha Kent) both appeared in Hollywoodland, where Affleck portrayed George Reeves, the actor best
known for playing Superman on television.Josh Brolin was Snyder's first choice for Batman, but turned down the role before Ben Affleck was cast. The actor would later portray Thanos in the Marvel Cinematic Universe and Cable in Deadpool 2.Ben Affleck began working out two hours a day on a daily basis, the very next day after he was cast as
Batman, to get ready for the role.This is the second superhero film that Ben Affleck has played a starring role. The first was as Matt Murdock/Daredevil in the film Daredevil. Similar to Batman, Daredevil was also a martial artist and was driven to crime-fighting due to the death of a family member.VideosBatman v Superman Imax Special Event Teaser
(Official)Batman v Superman Dawn of Justice - Comic-Con Trailer HDBatman v Superman - Exclusive Sneak HDBatman v Superman Dawn of Justice - Official Trailer 2 HDBatman v Superman Dawn of Justice - Official Final Trailer HDPostersPromotional teaser poster ad: Batman.Textless promotional poster.Promotional teaser ad poster:
Superman.Character poster #1 featuring Armored Batman.Character poster #2 featuring Superman.Character poster #3 featuring Wonder Woman.Character Poster #4 featuring Lois Lane.Character Poster #5 featuring Alfred Pennyworth.Character Poster #6 featuring Lex Luthor.GalleryThere is an image gallery forReferences External linksBatman
v Superman: Dawn of Justice at IMDb With Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice, the movie division of DC Entertainment and the parent studio, Warner Bros., have given the fanboys and the Nolanoids what they crave and lo, it is impressive and, lo, it is godawful.* Those arent mutually exclusive. The imagery is mythic, otherworldly, a further step
away from the color-popping panels of illustrator Brian Bolland (The Killing Joke) and toward the dense doominess of Frank Miller, the man-machine sci-fi fusions of H.R. Giger, and the Biblical hell of William Blake. The movie is no slouch in the content department, either. Director Zack Snyder (working from a screenplay by Chris Terrio and David S.
Goyer) has set out to deliver a tortured disquisition on societys various (imperfect) choices for keeping us safe in the wake of 9/11, here represented as the invasion of Kryptonians that killed thousands of Metropolis citizens at the close of Snyders Man of Steel (2013). Batman/Bruce Wayne has like so many previously sane individuals following 9/11
gone over to the Dick Cheney-esque dark side, while Superman/Clark Kent an anguished alien with Christ-like underpinnings wrestles with how and when to intervene in mankinds crises, constantly undermined by a Congress questioning his unilateral powers. Wealthy Lex Luthor is the catalyst for catastrophe. So Bats and Supey fight and stuff blows
up real good. Its a shame that Batman v Superman is also a storytelling disgrace. It has maybe six opening scenes and jumps so incessantly from subplot to subplot that a script doctor would diagnose a peculiarly modern infection: disjunctivitis. Said infection is the upshot of a sort of gene-splicing. For a studio to move beyond the franchise and
tentpole stages to the vastly lucrative universe, a comic-book movie must at every turn gesture towards sequels and spinoffs, teasing out loose ends, cultivating irresolution. The movie wanders into so many irrelevant byways that it comes to seem abstract. Theres enough going on to keep you watching and, as I said, to keep fanboys wowed by the
scale of the production and pretension. But most people will leave feeling drained and depressed, wondering how a studio can get away with withholding so much. How is Ben Affleck? Weighty. Hes not your fathers Batman even the mask now resembles the face of an especially sour gargoyle, and instead of dropping his voice an octave like Christian
Bale, he has a mechanism for altering it. If thats to hide his identity, it seems pointless: The bat-mask covers neither the mole on Afflecks right cheek nor his distinctive, dimpled chin, so its even more beyond belief that the mayor, police chief, and rest of Gotham City wouldnt know that Bruce Wayne is Batman. But were past all that Adam West
juvenilia. Everyone seems to take for granted that Batman is Bruce Wayne (and, for that matter, that Clark with Henry Cavills even cleftier chin is Superman). Were in the realm of ideas, people and, near as I can tell, ones somewhat similar to the upcoming Captain America picture, Civil War, which is evidently a battle royale over civil liberties with
Captain America as Superman and Iron Man as Batman. The idea here is that Bruce Wayne witnesses firsthand (in a prologue) the partial destruction of Metropolis and the death of loved ones and blames not General Zod but that sonovabitch Superman who brought the war to us. A sign in front of Congress calling Superman an illegal alien gibes
pretty well with Batsos view. He tells Alfred (Jeremy Irons) that even a one percent chance of another major attack justifies extra-legal tactics a naked restatement of Cheney and the neocons famous one percent doctrine. Alfred, by the way, is now the Chloe to Batsos Jack Bauer, manning the monitors in the Batcave while making withering cracks
about Bruces drift to the far right. Were a long way from when the butler actually buttled. Cavills Supey is hardly a bright counterpoint, being the guiltiest savior imaginable: Every saintly tableau in which he rescues innocents is offset by a Southern senator (Holly Hunter) calling for hearings to put some checks and balances on the aliens power.
(Most of Metropoliss sheeple seem to like Superman, though one woman complains that he answers to no one, not even to God.) The parents are no help: Clarks mom (Diane Lane) tells her suffering son that he has no obligation to the world while the ghost of his dad (Kevin Costner) shows up in a vision to imply that Clark has a duty to fight for those
who suffer. Lois Lane (Amy Adams) insists that the Man of Steel gives people hope, but wonders whether her sexual relationship with him is a distraction: Must he give up love? There are also cameos by the likes of Charlie Rose, Anderson Cooper, Soledad OBrien, Nancy Grace, and Neil deGrasse Tyson, who play themselves interviewing fictional
characters and/or holding forth on the meaning of superheroes. You cant accuse Batman v Superman of lacking multiple points of view. The most bizarre perspective comes from Jesse Eisenbergs Lex Luthor, who waves his arms and in manic, Aspergian fashion cant seem to meet anyones eyes. Eisenberg is ham with a side of ham, a blend of the Joker
and his Mark Zuckerberg, but I liked his energy. He makes a choice and goes with it, at one point letting loose with a patented supervillain falsetto giggle. Amassing kryptonite to be used against the Man of Steel, Luthor goads the surprisingly dim Batso into taking on Superman, and then announces the fight like a demented ring announcer God
versus man son of Krypton versus bat of Gotham, etc. You would think that Superman should be able to take care of Batman with one mighty punch, but this paramilitary Armored Crusader is so souped-up that he can take being hurled through walls with no apparent ill effects. Then again, bodies in these superhero movies seem to be infinitely
regenerative, which means a lot of deafening crashes to no particular end. When a near-indestructible Kryptonian super-ogre arrives, the fighting is even more intense and more inconsequential apart from the impact on poor Gotham City, which gets its own 9/11. Its a howler when mother-love factors into the resolution, but hey, that love is the
greatest superpower of all, am I right? Lust is the second greatest. You know from the trailers that Wonder Woman (Gal Gadot) shows up, having previously loitered in the margins of the movie. The good advance word on Gadot has centered on her wowza appearance, but she preens more than acts. Her best moments come when she laughs out loud
in the middle of fighting. This dour, bombastic movie needed an infusion of joy. Many scenes in Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice work on their own terms, and Snyder has a gift for visual poetry. But he never gets to the heart of that all-important civil liberties question, not because the question is unresolvable but because there can be no true
endings in this superhero universe. The problem is that you cant build a coherent myth out of fragments. You can only hope that the audience will be too jolted and too turned on by the prospect of more jolts to care. *This post has been corrected to show that the film came from the movie department of DC Entertainment. **This post has been
corrected to show that Brian Bolland was the artist on Batman: The Killing Joke. Review: Batman v Superman, a Confused Epic Share copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke
these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you
must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted
by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. Review Date April 10th, 2021 by M. Enois Duarte Overview - Zack Snyder's Batman v
Superman: Dawn of Justice earns a redo in this remastered extended cut of the movie, which includes the IMAX footage in its original aspect ratio and a new color timing. The blockbuster crashes into Ultra HD for the second time with a notably improved 4K presentation and the same reference-quality Dolby Atmos track. With a pair of new bonuses
to boot, the single-disc package is Highly Recommended for loyal fans. Fearing the actions of a god-like super hero left unchecked, Gotham City's own formidable, forceful vigilante takes on Metropolis's most revered, modern-day savior, while the world wrestles with what sort of hero it really needs. And with Batman and Superman at war with one
another, a new threat quickly arises, putting mankind in greater danger than it's ever known before. Highly Recommended Technical Specs: Region Free Video Resolution/Codec: HDR10 Audio Formats: Spanish Dolby Digital 5.1 Subtitles/Captions: Spanish Special Features: Introduction Release Date: March 23rd, 2021 One of my favorite aspects in
the extended edition of Zack Snyder's Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice is that it works as an evenly-tempered and thoughtful sequel to his own Man of Steel. The plot is a direct response to Superman's massively destructive battle against General Zod to save Earth from extinction, and Batman's outrage slowly evolving into acerbic hatred is at the
forefront fueling this adaptation. It dwells in the aftermath of unimaginable devastation, a society still reeling from the thousands of lives lost as the U.S. government still feels vulnerable and fearful of another future attack while simultaneously demanding an all-powerfully benevolent and supposedly all-just alien creature answer for the chaos.For
both the country and the world, this problem of extraterrestrial beings with God-like powers who could potentially install themselves as tyrannical rulers or annihilate the entire planet on a whim creates a major existential crisis. While this is most evident in Batman, this is nonetheless true for everyone, particularly in the case of Lex Luthor, whose
role in this story is now better understood and comes with more depth. The tech-giant genius has been slowly unraveling in the five years since Superman's catastrophic reveal, clearly struggling with the idea of an all-powerful individual being equally good and righteous when an abusive father has already proven otherwise.2016 Ultra HD2021 Ultra
HD (Remastered)Lex Luthor is like Alexander the Great wielding his sword be it through a public smear campaign, Batman or Doomsday at the Gordian knot, which is Superman. Bruce and Diana's brief discussion on the forgery is a slyly clever metaphor for Lex's hidden agenda.For a more in-depth take on the film, check out our review of the 2016
Ultra HD HERE.Vital Disc Stats: The Ultra HD Blu-rayWarner Home Video brings Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice to 4K Ultra HD Blu-ray as a standalone, single-disc edition, dubbed the 'Ultimate Edition (Remastered).' A Digital Copy code is also included, which unlocks a 4K Ultra HD version in Dolby Vision with Dolby Atmos audio on various
platforms. The triple-layered UHD100 disc is housed inside the standard black, eco-elite keepcase. At startup, the disc goes straight to a static main menu screen with the usual options along the bottom and music playing in the background. 2016 Ultra HD2021 Ultra HD (Remastered)To complement Zack Snyder's Justice League release, Warner Bros
has granted the director the rare opportunity to revisit and restore Batman v Superman to its original intended vision, which includes the IMAX footage in their full 1.43:1 aspect ratio. Reportedly given access to the original 4K digital intermediate and the IMAX 70mm elements, Snyder was also allowed to adjust the color grading and make a brand-



new master from which to make this HEVC H.265 encode. Although the biggest and most noteworthy differences will undoubtedly be in the new footage, the end result overall is a surprisingly satisfying improvement over its 2016 Ultra HD counterpart, making this UHD re-release the true, definitive "Ultimate Edition."While still maintaining the same
gritty, excessively bleak aesthetic as before, the orange and teal palette benefits from a welcomed uptick in the overall range of colors. Granted, the difference is fairly subtle and nuanced, but it is nonetheless appreciable with the Knightmare sequence being arguably the most striking and evident. The action was originally bathed in a deeper golden
yellow tint, sepia amber tones and lots of earthy browns in the first release. But here, the HDR10 presentation is a bit more controlled and has been slightly toned down, giving the pillars of fire a more yellow-orange fiery glow whereas before, the reds looked artificially digital and overstated. This slight change also carries into other moments, such as
the sequence prior at the museum when Bruce approaches Diana about the stolen hard drive. The rest of the palette remains relatively the same, but facial complexions have notably improved with actors having a more natural peachy tone and revealing lifelike textures.The more noteworthy difference while switching back and forth between both
versions is the boost in overall contrast and brightness balance, which mildly improves overall quality while also introducing one small nuisance. Peak brightness in the time-traveling Flash scene, for example, shows eye-squintingly brilliant, squeaky-clean whites. Comparatively speaking, the improved specular highlights are welcomed, but it's sadly
at a cost, creating a bit of blooming that every-so-slightly blows out the finer details in each lightning bolt and in Bruce's button-down shirt. The same can be said for the brightness levels where the small increase makes for richer, velvety blacks and an overall darker image, providing the IMAX scenes with a more cinematic pop. However, a few
places, like the aforementioned Bruce and Diana scene at the museum, also then suffer from some very mild crushing, such in Bruce's tuxedo as the two walk away from the sword of Alexander. Thankfully, shadow delineation is stronger in other areas, nonetheless earning this version the win over its predecessor.As for the rest of the 4K transfer, the
picture hasn't changed much and is awash with a visible layer of natural grain, which can look denser in some areas than in others. While most of the presentation remains highly detailed with visibly distinct lines in the buildings, various vehicles and superhero outfits, the CG action sequences are expectedly lacking and a tad softer than the live-
action portions. The IMAX sequences, on the other hand, offer a significant step-up and are noticeably sharper than before, exposing every thread in the fabric of the costumes and the tiniest imperfections in Batman's power armor suit. All in all, this is a satisfying 4K upgrade that delivers a few noteworthy improvements over the previous UHD
edition. (HDR10 Video Rating: 84/100) 2016 Ultra HD2021 Ultra HD (Remastered)The two embittered costumed heroes clash in home theaters with the same awesomely enveloping, reference-quality Dolby Atmos soundtrack as its Ultra HD predecessors. The ultimate showdown erupts with discrete directionality while maintaining a superb mid-range
even during the loudest segments. The design is littered with convincingly fluid movement in the surrounds and the overheads without missing a beat. The battles loudly fill the room with a variety of activity surrounding the listener with debris flying and falling everywhere, subtly but believably generating an immersive hemispheric atmosphere. All
the while, the object-based mix displays an impressively wide and spacious soundstage with a great deal of warmth and fidelity, sustaining a broad and terrifically engaging sense of space. The low-end provides an authoritative, palpable punch to every gunshot, explosion and violent confrontation, digging deep into the wall-rattling ultra-low depths
down to 10Hz on a few occasions (bass chart). Amid the pandemonium, vocals remain distinct and precise, allowing for every hot-blooded and passionate conversation to be heard.For a more in-depth take on the audio quality, you can read our review of the 4K Ultra HD HERE. (Dolby Atmos Audio Rating: 98/100) 2016 Ultra HD2021 Ultra HD
(Remastered)The remastered Ultra HD edition comes with a pair of new supplements.Audio Commentary: A newly-recorded track with director Zack Snyder directly commenting on or somewhat narrating the on-screen action with his thoughts on the 1.43:1 IMAX footage being the more interesting aspects.Introduction (HD, 1 min): Snyder briefly
introduces this version by reminding owners of the alternating aspect ratios and the new color timing. 2016 Ultra HD2021 Ultra HD (Remastered)Zack Snyder's Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice is a sequel following the aftermath of the destructive battle between Superman and General Zod. After witnessing the mayhem and destruction, an angry
and embittered Batman vows to stop the last son of Krypton, but Lex Luthor has bigger, dastardly plans for the two superheroes, requiring the help of Wonder Woman to bring an end to Lex's design. The blockbuster crashes into Ultra HD for the second time and dubbed as a remastered edition that includes the IMAX footage in its original aspect
ratio and a new color timing. Although the heavily stylized photography keeps the video from truly shining, the 4K HDR10 video nonetheless offers several noteworthy and appreciable moments over its predecessor, making it a satisfying purchase. Added to that, the movie arrives with the same satisfying, reference-quality Dolby Atmos audio
presentation and joined by a pair of new bonuses. Overall, the single-disc, standalone package is highly recommended for loyal fans. 151min - English, Spanish, Portuguese Subscription $9.99 / month151min - English, Catalan, Czech, Spanish, French, Hungarian, Portuguese PROMOTED 151min - English, Spanish, French151min - English, Spanish,
French Watch similar movies on Prime Video for free 30 Days Free Then $11.98 / month151min - English, Spanish, Portuguese Subscription $9.99 / month Subscription $9.99 / month Subscription $82.99 / month151min - English, Catalan, Czech, Spanish, French, Hungarian, Portuguesel51min - English, Catalan, Czech, Spanish, French, Hungarian,
Portuguesel51min - English, Spanish, PortugueseDidn't find what you were looking for?Let us notify you once it becomes available on more services.We checked for updates on 361 streaming services on July 20, 2025 at 6:23:24 PM.Something wrong? Let us know!
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